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Longparish Post Office to stay open 
Many readers have been concerned about the future 
of our post office because of the threat from a 
national review aimed at saving money by closing 
up to 3,000 branches. That review has now looked at 
our area and published its proposals.  The good 
news is that Longparish is not among the 62 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight post offices to be 
closed. But we must not be complacent; Anna 
Valley, Leckford and Goodworth Clatford are 
scheduled for closure with devastating consequences 
for their village shops. It really is a case of use it or 
lose it for the future.  Anne and Pat provide a 
wonderful service and every pound we spend there 
helps ensure the future of the shop and post office. 
 

"Can we have our bus back, please?" 
Winchester to Longparish bus service restored 

In early September users of the Longparish to 
Winchester X26 bus service were dismayed to find 
out that the bus returning from Winchester no longer 
stopped at Longparish, causing great inconvenience 
to a number of Peter Symonds students, among 
others. The change - apparently due to concerns 
about the safety of the stop on the westbound A303 
- was made without consultation with passengers or 
the transportation action group. 

Following representations by Phil Harris and Jeremy 
Barber from the Parish Council, David Bidwell, Jim 
Neal and particularly Janet Whiteley from TVBC we 
are happy to report that the stop has been reviewed 
positively and the X26 now stops at Longparish 
once again! Many thanks to all those involved for 
their prompt and vociferous support.   

Martin Lampard (Parent) 

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 
The November meeting of the Longparish 

Gardening Club is a demonstration of 
Christmas Decorations 

by Clare Hills on 
Tuesday, 27th November 2007 at 
Longparish Village Hall at 7 p.m. 

ALL WELCOME (£3.00 TO NON-MEMBERS) 
Please let us know if you would like to come. 

Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 
Julian Curl 01264 720548 

 

 

 
 

 
St Nicholas Christmas Fair 

Saturday 8 th December 
2 – 4pm in the Community Hall  

This year we are expanding the home produce stall, so if 
you have any surplus chutneys, jams, pickles or preserves 
please donate to the Fair, they will be greatly appreciated. 

We are also looking for  
jam jars for mincemeat 

 wicker baskets to use on the hamper stall  
and any pots suitable for planting bulbs in. 

Any offers of help on the day will be gratefully received. 

Local Christmas gift or craft sellers will be able to book a 
table at the Fair for £10 plus a donation to the raffle. 

Please contact Christian Dryden 01264 720398 or 
Andrea Hulme 01264 720347 for further information. 

 

Acrobatic success 
Longparish’s Amy Jones and Hannah Jones from 
Andover are in Sports Acrobatics at Salto Gym in 
Charlton.  On the 6th October 2007 they came fourth 
at the first English Championships in Melksham, 
which was a great achievement as they have only 
been doing their routines for 6 weeks.  
Their next competition is at Salto gym on the 
11th November, spectators welcome. 
Then finally for this year they are going up to Stoke 
on Trent for the British Championships on 
2nd December.   

 

 
Do you have some news and maybe some 
pictures?  Please contact the Editor, Mary Jo 
Darrah, tel 720320, email g.darrah@virgin.net  
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Longparish School 
Trip to Fairthorne Manor  
Year five and six in Longparish Primary School went on 
a residential trip to Fairthorne Manor from Monday 24th 
to Wednesday 26th September. On arrival, our first 
activity was pioneering, we were split up into teams A 
and B and we had to build two ladders and attach them to 
an already made climbing frame. 

After pioneering we had lunch, which was sandwiches, 
crisps and fruit and when we had all finished lunch we 
had Team Challenge. First we had to get into teams A 
and B again and then work together to complete a course 
of obstacles. In the obstacle course there were:  

· tyres (we had to step through, 
crawl under and slide through); 

· a wall (we had to help each 
other climb over); 

· planks (we had to walk over); 
· netting (we had to crawl under); 
· a pyramid with netting (we had 

to climb over it); 
· mud (we had to swing over it 

using a rope) and then we had to 
go back to our log.  

We then had to complete the course 
blindfolded. It was really fun and 

exciting and we all really enjoyed it. 

After we had done Team Challenge, 
we had Archery where we each did 
different games, team A were 
practising and team B were playing a 
game called Bake a Cake. We enjoyed 
all of it because our instructors made 
it fun. After Archery we had dinner 
and then evening activities; we had 
questions from Liz and we had to go 
round Fairthorne Manor looking for 
the answers. It was really fun because 
we got to explore Fairthorne and if we 
wanted, we could choose a forfeit 
instead of answering a question. We had hot chocolate 
and biscuits before bed. 

The next day team A had abseiling and then Burma 
Bridge and B had Burma Bridge then the towers. The 
towers were really fun and scary because we had to walk 
across a wire on boards and we had the choice to do the 
higher wire without boards. In abseiling we liked having 
to lean back and walk down the special wall. When we 
did Burma Bridge we liked going across the river on just 
a wire and also when we had to walk across the bridge 
over the water. We had lunch afterwards and we had the 
choice of what we wanted to eat. At the end we had 
Aerial runway. 

Year five and six really enjoyed it at Fairthorne and we 
would love to go again. 

Esme Parkins and Liam O'Sullivan Year 5/6 
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Andover Library 
Andover Library will close from Monday 19 November 
2007 until Saturday 19 January 2008 inclusive to allow 
for redecoration of the entire first floor.  We apologise 
for any inconvenience this may cause and look forward 
to welcoming you back from 9.30am on Monday 21 
January 2008. 
Tel: 0845 603 5631  www.hants.gov.uk/library  
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NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE 
The warm and mellow early autumn weather has helped get 
our new school year off to a very pleasant and positive start 
with pupils [and staff] on good form. 

GOOD EXAMINATION RESULTS  I am delighted to report 
that we have maintained our very good 
examination record and maintained our 
place in the “70s’ Club”. With some 
results still awaiting final confirmation, it 
looks as though 74% of pupils have 
achieved five or more A*-C grade GCSEs 
This year the girls slightly outperformed 

the boys – by about 4% - a reversal of last year. Everyone in 
full time education achieved at least 5 GCSEs, most pupils 
gained 9 and some of our most able pupils gained 11 or 12.    

MUSICAL NOTES  This term has seen the launch of the 
“Testbourne Trumpets” ~ a new 
initiative to help build up our band and 

orchestra.  We have purchased a number 
of new brass instruments and some of our 

younger pupils are enjoying trumpet taster  lessons.  They’ve 
already been joined by several trombones and a tuba so our 
plans for developing a Testbourne “big band” are well on the 
way.  Plans are also afoot to set up a “training orchestra” ~ 
involving budding musicians from our partner primary schools.  
A group of our able musicians will also be working with 
members of the Southern Sinfonia who will be in residence for 
workshops this term.  We are looking forward to hearing the 
fruits of all their music-making. 

THE TESTBOURNE CRAFT & GIFT FAIR  is on 
Saturday, 24th November in the School's Sports Hall from 
11.00 am - 4.00 pm. To date we have more than thirty stalls 
booked offering a wide and exciting range of crafts and gifts 
for sale. The stalls include watercolour paintings, various 
home-crafted jewellery, homemade cards, children's books, 
puzzles and games, Christmas goodies, beaded bags, hand 
painted silk scarves, needlecraft goods, hand painted ceramics, 
calendars depicting local scenes and much, much more. There 
will also be the usual raffle and tombola stalls and light 
refreshments will be served all day. Any enquiries please ring 
Hilary Bond - 01256 892350.  This year the fair is in aid of the 
refurbishment of the school library.  

GREASE Testbourne PTFA would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who bought refreshments and raffle tickets at the 
school production of 'Grease' which run from 2nd - 6th 
October. The profit of £620 will go towards refurbishment of 
the school library.  
Thank you                Hilary Jackson, Head Teacher 

The Ark and Scramblers 
The Ark  is our group meeting for children from 
Longparish and Hurstbourne Priors.  We meet twice a 
month during term time, at 9.30am on the 1st and 4th 
Sundays of the month, at the same time as the service in 
St Nicholas Church.  There is a 9.30am Family Service at 
Hurstbourne Priors on the second Sunday of the month 
and at Longparish on the third, so children are provided 
for on every Sunday. 

Forthcoming dates are November 25th and December 
2nd.  We meet in the Playgroup building for songs, 
games, teaching and craft activities, and finish in the 

church for refreshments after the church service.  We are 
completing our series on the Lord’s Prayer and then we 
will be working on a special Christmas project. Do come 
and join us.  

Scramblers services are designed for young children and 
held monthly in Longparish Church at 2.15pm on the 
second Monday, finishing in time to collect from school. 

All young children are welcome along with parents, 
grandparents, carers etc. and we are now joined by Year 
R from Longparish School.  Do come and join us for 
bible stories, songs, crafts and refreshments in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  This term the theme is God’s World.  

Monday November 12  “The seasons in God’s World” 
Monday December 10  “Jesus came into God’s World 
as a baby – the 1st Christmas”              Nona Harrison 

Please can you help?  Just one evening 
every 2-3 months  
We have been running 
Kidz Zone for just over 
a year now with 3 
adult helpers at each 

session (one to man the main hall, one the back room and 
one the tuck shop).  We feel this is an appropriate 
number to ensure a safe and happy environment for the 
11 to 15 year olds who regularly attend.  Club night 
volunteers have operated on a rota basis with 3 
permanent adult helpers and 3 part-time plus parents 
when needed. 
Unfortunately with Cheryl and Trevor leaving we are 
short of two adult helpers, and have only one person able 
to attend on a permanent basis.  We are committed to 
continuing until Christmas, but after that will be 
reviewing how club nights run unless we can find other 
adults to come and help.  
Suggestions for next year include:  

· Only having 2 adult volunteers and operating the 
tuck shop at limited times 

· Closing Kidz Zone during the school holidays  
· Holding club nights once per month, instead of 

alternate weeks 
All we need to keep the club going is a couple of 
volunteers to help out 4-6 times per year (that’s just one 
evening every 2-3 months).  CRB check will be required 
– paid for by LCA.  Can you help?  If so please contact 
Andrea Hulme Tel: 01264 720347  

St Nicholas Christmas Choir 
For the last few years we’ve created a small choir for the 
annual carol service at St Nicholas. The choir has also led the 
carol singing in the village pubs. It’s always great fun and we’d 
like to do it again this year and so would welcome anyone 
who’d like to take part.  The carol service is at 6.30pm on 
Sunday 23rd December. Rehearsals will be in church on 
Thursday evenings at 7.30 starting on 22nd November. If 
you’d like to join in please let Maggie Barber know on 720459. 

Cathy Yelf 720790 
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Looking forward  to Christmas? 
Are you looking forward to Christmas this year? Or are you, 
like most of us, over faced by all the Christmas displays 
already in the shops, and does it fill you with more anxiety 
than pleasure, dread than anticipation? Christmas has become 
so expensive and competitive it tests family relationships and 
our coping skills to the limit – Christmas: “It’s enough to drive 
you crackers!”  Come and explore the issues these ideas raise 
at a series of informal discussions on Wednesday evenings at 
Longparish Rectory starting on 28 November.  Details are in 
the Hurstbourne Priors pages.          Nona Harrison  720215 

Longparish Cricket Club 
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, 
Solicitors  
Our annual presentation evening, held at 
The Cricketers at the beginning of 
October, was attended by 22 players and 

their guests.  After a very enjoyable meal vice-chairman 
John Young gave an entertaining résumé of the last year 
and thanked all the people who had given their time and 
energy to carry out essential backup work at the ground 
to keep the club going.  Gifts were then given to the two 
scorers, Frank Hibberd and Tina Tognarelli, and tea lady 
Jean Gardner, and this was followed by the presentation 
of club trophies for 2007 by Richard Gregory of our 
sponsors BSI. Winners of the Sept 100 Club draw were:- 

1st £35 No 86 Barbara Luff 
2nd  £15 No 48 Peter Herbert 
3rd  £15 No 96 Graham Hooker 

Kate Hibberd 
  

Alice Crook  28 Oct 1939 to 15 Sept 2007  
The family chose “The Beatitudes” from St Matthew’s 
gospel to be read at Alice’s funeral.  “Blessed are the 
pure in heart for they shall see God, blessed are the 
gentle for they shall inherit the earth, …”.  This was so 
appropriate for Alice, who always counted herself 
“blessed”. She was not a person full of moans and groans 
and everyone who visited her was themselves blessed. 

Alice was born in Leigh, Lancs, and grew up with her 
sister Elizabeth in a coalmining family. She met and 
married Joseph, who signed up for the army and so they 
lived in many places – Cyprus, Germany, and then in 
Barton Stacey.  When Joseph retired they moved back to 
Lancashire so he could have a season ticket for his 
beloved Man. City (we nearly had a riot at the 
crematorium when I said “Man. United” by mistake!). 

After Joseph’s death 9 years ago, Alice moved back 
down here to be near her children and grandchildren and 
so to her bungalow in North Acre.  She had 4 children – 
Gwen, Jonathan, Michael and Michelle and 9 
grandchildren, the eldest being Clare, who lived with her 
in Longparish for several years, and so they enjoyed a 
specially close relationship. 

Though Alice had suffered from MS for 27 years, and 
cancer and heart problems recently, she always took an 
interest in the world around her, and other people, always 
having a listening ear. She worked hard for the Choices 
group in Andover, ready to speak up for and help other 
disabled people. With her firm Christian faith, but unable 
to physically get to church, she hosted a Communion 
service in her house regularly, warmly welcoming others 
to share it with her. 

We offer our love and prayers to Alice’s family and 
friends; she will be sadly missed by us all.  

Nona Harrison. 
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The Community Association has been up and running for 
18 months. The first year's membership covered 2006 
and 2007, to keep things simple. But the time has come 
for membership renewals. If you joined before 
September 2007 please fill in the form at the back of the 
events diary and return it by mail or by hand to Christine 
Beresford. At only £1 per year the subscription is very 
good value.  Please re-join.  

PS: You can wait till the end of November and the 
delivery of December's events diary!  
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It was a fine day and we welcomed four new competitors, 
Ros (a guest from the West Country), Claire (from Stoke) 
and Gloria and her sister-in-law Alison. Congratulations 
to Fiona and Martin who were our most improved 
competitors, Martin by well over two minutes. Well done! 

It was good to 
see Jack back 
after his injury 
and he presented 
the trophies.  
The next race is 
on Sunday 11 
November 
starting at 9am 
because of the 
Remembrance 
Day service. 

Runners of all standards are welcome. The handicap 
system means that the slowest have as much chance of 
winning the cups as the fastest. Hope you can come. 
There are excellent refreshments afterwards and 
supporters of all ages are very welcome. 
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The next coffee and chat will be at Autumn 
Cottage, the home of Sheila Borlotti, on Friday 

16th November between 10.30 and 12. Do 
come along, you are assured of a warm 

welcome. If you would like a lift call 
Gloria on 720425. 
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What was Mirandolina’s way to men’s’ hearts - her 
charms or her secret recipes?  LCA doesn’t yet offer 
charm lessons but we can let you in on the recipe. 

Chicken Arrabiata (serves 4) 
Brown chicken pieces (4 breasts or leg/thigh).  Remove 
from pan and keep on one side.  Add one chopped 
onion, cook until softened, then add ½ red chilli and two 
cloves of garlic, cook for a minute or two.  Add 2-3 
anchovy fillets, chopped, ½ pint red wine and bubble until 
liquid reduced by half.   

Return the chicken to pan with 4-6 tomatoes (peeled, 
seeded and chopped) season with S&P and bring to the 
boil.  Cover and cook in oven for 35-40 minutes, add a 
small handful of black olives, 1 can of cannelli beans and 
1 can of flageolet beans.  Put back into oven for 5 more 
mins or so to heat through.  

A couple of days after Dinner at Mirandolina’s Inn a 
contact form arrived at the village website which said, “I 
came to the dinner on Saturday night. I thought that the 
whole evening was fantastic. It was very obvious that 
someone had put a lot of time and energy it to making 
the whole evening a great success. Thank you very 
much.”  In fact it was not just someone but a whole team 
of people.  Thanks go to them all but special mentions 
must go to Fiona who masterminded the evening and 
Linda who did all the excellent catering.  
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We welcomed the a large number of new members  to 
the club this month, having opened membership to 
anyone in Year 6 and above.  It was great to see so 
many new faces, and also to have offers to help on club 
nights from parents.   

Trip to JJs World of 
Adventure  Our trip on 
17 October to JJs at 
Basingstoke was so 
popular we had to go in 
two vehicles.  Please 

remember places are only guaranteed when we receive 
your payment and parental consent form.  Martin, newly 
qualified as a Midas driver (thanks to the LCA), took the 
trip accompanied by Cheryl on her last Kidz Zone 
meeting.  Our thanks to Vitacress who provided the 
minibus for the evening.  

Dates in November  The Club is open to anyone in Year 
6 upwards and their friends and will meet at the Village 
Hall on Wednesdays 14th and 28th November between 
7:00-9:30 p.m.   

Finally, we need your help.  Please see separate article. 
Andrea Hulme 
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Thanks very much to everyone who supported this year's 
show, to the Evans family for the refreshments and to 
Gloria and Nigel for judging. The event raised £37 for 

playgroup.  Details of the winners 
and lots 
of 
pictures 
are on 
the 
village 

website.  Maggie and Jeremy 
Barber took the playgroup’s 
lovely Humpty Dumpty to 
another show where he saw 
some really big pumpkins and 
met Blue Peter’s Zoe Salmon. 
Zoe interviewed Jeremy for the 
programme to go out on Hallowe’en.  
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Longparish Parish Council 
This report covers the October meeting.  Minutes of 
meetings and the current agenda are on the village 
website www.longparish.org.uk. 

Planning   The council had no objection to Mr & Mrs 
Troughton’s plans to demolish a barn and replace it with 
an office, games room and store at Ropers. 

There is to be a public enquiry on 27 October about 
Mr Jackson’s appeal against TVBC’s refusal to grant a 
Certificate of lawfulness for existing use as a 
caravan/mobile home used as primary living 
accommodation. 

Affordable Housing  Around 45 people came to the 
Open Forum.  A clear message was that we have had 
enough analysis and discussion and need to get on to 
decision.  The working group is putting together a 
questionnaire to assess the extent of village support. 

Flooding Working Group   The group had a useful 
meeting with Southern Water about the pumping station 
in Middleton.  One clear point to emerge was that 
everyone affected by a problem should report it rather 
than assuming someone else will as more reports may 
increase the speed of response.  The group will produce 
an information sheet for local households.  

Another point was that you can save £22 a year on your 
water bill if the water from your roof does not go into the 
main drainage system (see separate box).  

The flooding meeting at St Mary Bourne was very 
informative.  It was also a relief so see how lucky we are 
by comparison with our neighbours when it comes to 
flooding. 

Open Spaces    Mr & Mrs Tacchi have applied to the 
Secretary of State for the common rights over 
approximately 20 acres of common land at East Aston 
Common (mainly comprising river bed and islands) to be 
extinguished in exchange for them granting new common 
rights over approximately 33 acres of meadow land 
(known as Nether Regions and Bank) on the East side of 
the B3048 to the East of East Aston.   

The issues are complex; the main features are the 
applicants’ wish to preserve and improve the natural 
environment and how this can be balanced with public 
access under the Countryside and Rights of Way 
(CROW) Act.   

The proposal will not affect rights over any footpaths.  

It is likely that the Secretary of State will arrange a Local 
Public Enquiry.  

If you’d like to discuss this please contact a member of 
the group (Jeremy Barber, Graham Darrah, Paul Knipe, 
Andy Smith and Catherine Sweet). 

Footpaths   Thanks were recorded to Testbourne Estate 
for maintenance and signs on path 6 and to Middleton 
Estate for maintenance of various paths.  

The next meeting is on Monday 12th November in the 
Ellicock Room at the Community Hall.  Meetings are 
public and all parishioners are welcome to come and can 
speak by invitation.  

Jeremy Barber Chairman.  Tel 720459 
Email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk 

Senior Citizens’ lunches 
Dates for Senior Citizen's lunches at school are 
13 November and 11 December (Christmas lunch). 

Surface water rebates or  
How to get £22 off your water bill 

Southern Water's wastewater standing charge on 
properties connected to the public sewers includes an 
amount for the disposal of rainwater run-off from the roof 
of your property. 
In some cases there may be no connection to the public 
sewerage system because the downpipes may go into a 
soakaway. If so, you are able to claim a rebate from the 
current charging year onwards. 
To claim a rebate, call 0845 279 0845 and record your 
details or alternatively, email 
water.surface@southernwater.co.uk. 

Longparish Community Hall hire 
The Community Hall facilities are available for hire for 
meetings, private functions, special events and weddings.  
These facilities include the Main Hall, the Ellicock 
Room, the Main School kitchen or the Community 
kitchen along with a large outdoor patio area.  

Revised booking arrangements have been put in place for 
the Community Hall, with Mrs Sue Dabrowski as the 
person to contact on all aspects of booking the facilities.  
Sue joined the school as Administrative Assistant in 
September 2006 and is an experienced Conference and 
Wedding co-ordinator having previously worked in 5 star 
hotels in London.   

Sue is contactable, for further information, details and 
prices in the school office on Weds and Friday mornings 
on 01264 720317 or at other times on 07900 464 670 or 
by email at sue.dabrowski@longparish.hants.sch.uk.   

We do hope that you can enjoy and benefit from the 
modern, high quality amenities of the Community Hall 
which we are extremely proud of and that are located in 
the idyllic village of Longparish. 

Charges, terms and conditions and a booking form are on 
the school website www.longparish.hants.sch.uk. 

Sue Dabrowski 

We will remember them 
This picture of the War memorial by moonlight is a 

reminder that many villagers 
gave their lives in the two World 
Wars. 
Most of us can’t remember the 
war but there are few families 
who did not lose a relative.  
Please come and remember 
their sacrifice at the 
Remembrance Service on 
Sunday 11th November at 
10.50am at Longparish Church. 


