
Longparish Village Hall Committee  
Registered Charity No. 301877  

   

Minutes of Village Hall Committee Meeting  

Held at Village Hall at 7.30pm on 27th June 2016.  
1.  Welcome   

Attending: Maggie Barber, Jeremy Barber, Jacqui Healey, Sarah Harris, 
Georgina Knipe, Brian Sanders (Chair), Emma Smith (Secretary), John Young 
Henry Yelf 
 

2. Apologies   
Apologies received from Dave Harris, Terry Hemming, Andy Smith, Laura 
Thomson 

3. Minutes of Committee Meeting, 7th March 2016  

 Minutes accepted and agreed as a true record of the meeting. 

4. Minutes of Committee Meeting, 7th March 2016 - Matters arising 
not covered elsewhere in the agenda 

4.1 Online Booking . HY raised the issue of online booking.  – item to be 
moved forward to next meeting. Our entry in Halls Hire website is to be 
continued for the present, as it does yield occasional enquiries. 

4.2 Microwave. The committee recorded its thanks to Gloria and Nigel 
Goodliffe for the gift of a microwave, funded by proceeds from the coffee 
shop. 

4.3 Open Gardens.  It appears that there is a good level of general support 
for the idea of participating once more in the Open Gardens programme. 
The next step is to identify two reps from Gardening Club who have 
experience in organising this. ACTION: BS to make contact with 
Gardening Club. JH and GK to represent VH with Gardening 
Club to organise it. 

4.4 Minutes Circulation. Village Hall AGM Minutes have been circulated via 
the website and it is hoped that all minutes will be able to be 
disseminated in this way in future. 

5. AGM Minutes 
The AGM minutes were approved.  The Ts & Cs have been updated to ensure 
they comply with current Government guidance on liability with regard to child 
and vulnerable adult safety 

 
6. Appointment of Chairman 



The committee was delighted that Brian Sanders was willing to stand again as 
Chair. Proposed by MB, seconded by JY.  Carried unanimously. MB proposed 
a vote of thanks to Brian for the many additional hours he dedicates to Village 
Hall business. 
 

7. Treasurer’s Report 
   

JB outlined the Treasurer’s report, which had been circulated prior to the 
meeting, and expressed thanks to Alice Evans for her continuing help with the 
accounts. 

Key points arising: 

 7.1 Insurance. The usual breakdown of income and expenditure was 
presented.  It was noted that the current deal on insurance represents good 
value for money and that there is currently no need to change provider. 

 7.2 Watermill. The Watermill’s outreach production of ‘A Million Tiny Plays’, 
locally organised by the VH Committee and the LCA, had been very well 
received and a great financial success. BS has emailed the Watermill and they 
are happy to include us in their programme for next year. 

 7.3  Solar Panels. The report states income from solar panels as £732. JB 
clarified that this included the first two months of the summer period, and that 
the panels could expect to generate approximately £2.5 – 3K annually.  

 7.4 TVBC Grant. JB talked through the breakdown of proposed funding for 
the new storage extension.  It was noted that the Test Valley Borough Council's  
£25,000 grant is not conditional on establishing ownership of the land at the 
rear of the Hall.  

 7.5 Andrew Gibson, County Councillor called in briefly to tell the meeting 
informally that Hampshire County Council will award us a £25,000 grant 
towards the storage extension.  

7.6  Field Gate.  JB commented that grant funding should be available to 
cover this expense. 

8. Bookings Report 
 
  MB has now handed back responsibility for bookings to JH. 
 

There have been two significant bookings since the last report – both for use as 
a polling station for the EU referendum and for the police commissioner 
election. 
 
8.1 Toddler Group. Toddler Group has now been ‘adopted’ by the LCA. 

Numbers are currently very healthy, with 26 children and parents 
attending the most recent session. 



 
8.2 Live Television. The LCA has now obtained a TV licence for the Hall, 

thanks to the efforts of Andy Jolliffe, which means that it is now possible 
to watch events live.  The community has already been making good use 
of this facility, offering live screenings on Midsummer Fun Day and during 
Euro 16. 

 
8.3  Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall. HP Village Hall has to close temporarily 

for repairs, and we have offered to accommodate some of their bookings. 
 
8.4 Longparish Players. The players will be putting on another production 

around the end of November/ early December. The exact date is not yet 
fixed. The committee agreed that, as previously, the group will rehearse 
when the Hall is not in use, then make up payments after the event, once 
income has been received. 

 
8.5 Email Enquiries. JH continues to receive hiring enquiries by email, 

addressed to villagehall@longparish.org.uk.  Some of this interest has 
been generated by the Halls Hire website where potential customers 
have seen our hall advertised, then have emailed us directly through the 
village website.  JH now routinely copies HY into email correspondence, 
allowing him advanced noticed of forthcoming bookings and events. 

 
9:  Publicity Report 

 
 9.1 Recent Publicity. Since the last meeting, HY has placed a piece about 

our new stage lighting in Forum and about Hawker in Test Valley News. 
 

 9.2  Photo-shoot. There was discussion of the proposed photo-shoot and 
choice of photographer.  This will involve a likely expense of around £200 
before printing costs. JH recommended using Burlison.  The group agreed that 
photographs should be taken of the servery, and of the meeting room in use, 
with the projector screen lowered. The final photographs will be available on the 
village website, some on Halls Hire website and, of course, the new Village Hall 
brochure. 
ACTION: HY to speak with Burlison and arrange a date. 
 
Wedding suppliers will be approached to loan items to dress the hall for a half 
day on a Saturday, date TBA, so that photographs can be taken.  
 
The brochure layout and design will require the services of a graphic designer. 
Action: HY to contact Geoff Hayes or David Wearn about design of 
brochure. 
 

 9.3 Facebook Page. The committee looked at the Longparish Village Hall 
facebook page, which is updated automatically. It was agreed that it would be 
desirable to have control over the content, including images, so that it could be 
used as a publicity tool. 



Action: JB and HY to meet with Fiona Gould to discuss the best way 
forward. 
 

10:  User Group Reports   
 
10.1  Toddler Group, Toddler Group has become a member of the LCA. Their 
rent will be reduced until Christmas.  They have asked for one additional 
circular table to be provided and for the broken small rectangular one to be 
replaced. 
 Action: HY to arrange to take photographs of Toddler Group for a 
feature in Hill & Valley. 
 

 10.2 Playgroup. Playgroup currently holds a session in the Village hall once or 
twice a term.  
 

  10.3   Smooth Movers 
SH reported that she had experienced difficulty in getting the front door key to 
turn smoothly in the lock. JB suggested calling in a locksmith. 
Action: JB and MB to contact locksmith. 
 

 10.4 Choir. The choir had recently put on a very successful event to celebrate 
the Queens 90th birthday, and had made good use of the new lighting rig. 
 
 

11: Improvements 
 

 11.1  Storage Project Update. We are now short of only £6K to meet building 
costs and have applied to the Garfield Weston Foundation for a grant to cover 
that. JB suggested that, allowing for lead times, we could now start 
conversations with builders.  It was noted that letters would have to be received 
from HCC and from Garfield Weston confirming grant funding before any work 
could commence.  
Action: BS to contact architect BCM to explore possible starting 
dates. 
 
The document which supports the Village Hall car park being adopted by the 
diocese was sent to the Land Registry on the 12th May. 
Action: BS to chase if no response from the Land Registry. 
 
 

12:  Cleaning and Maintenance 
 

 12.1  Cleaners. MB reported that cleaners haven’t been in for a while and are 
sometimes difficult to get hold of, but they are only needed for the occasional 
clean through as needed. 



 
 12.2 Redecoration. Thanks were recorded to all who helped with the recent 

redecoration of the Hall, and especially to Jacqui for the use of her leaf blower. 
 

 12.3 Solar Panels. The panels have a covering of moss, which needs to be 
removed. 
Action: JB to email photograph of panels in their current state to 
suppliers/installers and ask for advice. 
 

 12.4  Maintenance and Repairs. Sadly, Martin Crook is unable to continue as 
our handyman. A quartermaster is also needed to look after the store.  The two 
roles could be combined, but at present a handyman is needed more urgently. 
Action: All Committee Members to network before next meeting and 
attempt to identify a suitable candidate who would be willing to take 
on the role. The vacancy is to be mentioned in the covering email 
when minutes are distributed. 
 

 12.5  Tablecloths. The current charge is £7.50 for hire of each tablecloth, to 
include laundering, but the take up is low. The group decided that hirers could 
choose to pay £3 per cloth if they washed and ironed them themselves, with a 
supplementary cost if they were returned in poor condition.  
Action:  JB to update the website accordingly. 
 
GK suggested that The Hall should be equipped with rectangular cloths for the 
larger rectangular tables, falling low to the ground.  
Action: MB to investigate with current supplier and liaise with GK 
over required size. 
 

13:  Procurement 
 

 13.1  Gate. JB suggested adding a bike rack stand into gates and increasing 
the grant application accordingly. 
ACTION:  MB to investigate costs 
 

14:  Defibrillator 
 
BS had received an email from Andy Jolliffe, asking to install a defibrillator on 
the outside wall (RHS) of the Village Hall porch.  This would need a transformer 
and internet connection and could pick up wi-fi from the Hall.  
 
All on the committee were happy to take this idea forward. The Hall budget will 
bear the small electrical cost. The Hall will also be offered without charge to 
accommodate defibrillator training sessions. 
Action: BS to confirm the above to Andy Jolliffe. 
 

15:  AOB 



 
 15.1  Alcohol Licence. The committee discussed the terms of our alcohol 

licence, currently held by the LCA. Under new rules, the Hall Committee can 
take responsibility as a body rather than a named individual.  The Community 
and Village Halls will now take separate responsibility for their own licences. 
ACTION: BS to complete and return the form, applying for a licence.  
JH will be named as the premises supervisor. 
 

 15.2 Allocation of Storage. Since last meeting, lists have been received from 
all user groups, detailing their storage needs.   
 

 15.3  Live Television in the Hall. The LCA has already provided a television 
licence and a Now TV box, kindly donated by Andy Jolliffe. 
 

 15.4 Sale of container. A purchaser is sought for the large storage container 
in the Hall car park.  The successful owner should be able to move the 
container within the car park while the building work is underway, then remove 
it completely when work is completed. Some interested parties have already 
come forward.   
Action: JB to write a note for Hill and Valley, calling for further 
expressions of interest. 
 

  15.5  Test Valley Community Association and Village Hall Network Meeting. 
Brian Sanders spoke about this event, scheduled for the 7th July (7-9pm), 
looking for volunteers to represent our village hall. 
Action: BS to approach Dave Harris who has previously offered to 
attend. MB will also go along. 

 
 15.6  Clothes Bank. The Hampshire and IOW Air Ambulance Clothes Bank 

service is being discontinued. Co-incidentally, Playgroup have been offered a 
metal clothes bin but cannot keep it on the school site. The committee decided 
to offer the Village Hall site for Playgroup’s new bin. To be installed once new 
tarmac has been laid. 

 Action JB to ask for the old bin to be removed.  MB to liaise with 
Playgroup 
 

 15.7  Village Hall Exterior. HY put forward the idea of painting the pebbledash 
exterior of the Hall, to lighten and enhance its appearance, making it more 
appealing to prospective hirers. Once painted, the lease requires that it should 
be repainted every five years. It was agreed that this should be discussed 
further at the next meeting. 
Action: HY to obtain quotes before next meeting. 
 
 

16:  Date of Next Meeting 
 
Monday 26th September at 7.30 pm 


