
 

 

Longparish Village Hall 
Registered charity No 301877 

Minutes of committee meeting held on 13 June 17 

Present: Brian Sanders, BS, Maggie Barber, MB, Jeremy Barber, JB, Emma 
Smith, ES, Terry Hemming, TS, Jonathan Frere, JF, Henry Yelf, HY, Dave Harris, 
DH 

1. Welcome 

BS welcomed everyone and then stood down and MB took over the chair.  

2. Apologies for absence 

Jacqui Healey, JH, John Young, JY, Georgina Knipe, GK  

3. Minutes of the last committee meeting held on 6 March 2017 

Agreed and signed. 

4. Matters arising not covered elsewhere in the agenda 

Storage extension - Snagging inspection has not yet been done  
The lock on the middle door still needs repairing. 
Another shelf is needed on each of the racks - JB to order 
Long term, we need someone to act as quarter-master and check stuff in and out 
so we can keep an eye on it. 
JB to obtain tools, e.g. mallets, vice, socket set  
Open Gardens weekend - At the Hall, GK will be organising teas and has asked 
Jane Rist to organise an art exhibition – profits to be split 80% to the artist, 10% to 
JR and 10% to the Village Hall.  
HY mentioned that Roy Sands was not sure if he would be able to open his 
garden.  BS commented that Rosie Lowry has been in touch with Roy and has 
received a response from his daughter. 
The detail of the day was coming together. There would be an A4 sheet with a list 
of gardens and a map.  Brochure and tickets were ready to go. Booklet with 
description and colour photos to sell for £2, 750 copies ordered. Tickets £6 per 
head. JB has ordered raffle tickets, which would be coming to JH. 7 good prizes 
had been sourced.  
For parking, BS has contacted Middleton Estate, who are willing to allow the use 
of Church Meadow as overspill. Parking in Forton would follow a one-way system.  
The need for parking wardens was discussed – 2 days at 3 sites. KMD was to 
organise staffing for her car park. RL was recruiting garden volunteers from 
Gardening Club. Hurstbourne Priors May Fair had used army cadets and Mark 
Williams has emailed BS with the name of the person who had organised that. 
Cadets would need an adult helper with each group. 
HY had asked Johanne Scotland for space for an advert in the main body of Hill & 
Valley. BS raised question of who could help to create a photographic record of 
the weekend, and a few potential names were discussed.  
Cheques to be made payable to Longparish Village Hall as our bank account will 
be used and JB will act as treasurer for the weekend. 



 

2 

Concern was expressed about whether the Village Hall insurance will cover this 
event.  MB will check again.  The issues need to be thoroughly explained to those 
opening their gardens. 
BS mentioned that the evening event was a separate affair– organised by the 
PCC. 
The next Open Gardens meeting will be 29 June at BS' at 5.15pm. 
Possible appointment of maintenance person - no progress. 
Procurement:  
- Discussion of surveillance camera - all agreed that Andy Joliffe should go 

ahead with this purchase.    
- Picture rail – GK not in attendance today.  Deferred until next meeting. 
- Crockery/cutlery – deferred 
- Stepladder – JB to buy  
- Black uplighters – GK not at meeting – deferred 
- Letterbox has been bought and fitted – supplied with two keys which, 

unfortunately could not be copied. One key to be kept in keysafe. 
Watermill Theatre Performance - 15th July – more than half tickets had been 
sold.  MB to organise glasses for bar.   

5. Adoption of Minutes from AGM 

The minutes of the AGM held on 9 May 2017 were adopted and signed. 

6. Appointment of Chairman 

BS was thanked for all his hard work.  No-one present was willing to stand as 
Chair.  Various names were suggested as potential candidates and committee 
members were asked to try and think of others.  MB agreed to stand in as Chair 
until a new one can be found. 

7. Treasurer’s Report  

JB presented his report, which had already been circulated. He thanked Alice 
Evans and JH, as always, for all their hard work.  
Jonathan Frere will propose to the Parish Council that they transfer the last 
£6,000 they have ear-marked for the Village Hall to our account.   
HCC have still not sent a bill for the PC's or the VH's shares of the cost of the 
tarmac at the front. 
The Business Plan was reviewed and agreed.  Proposed by JB and seconded by 
DH. 
 

8. Bookings Report  

JH was away so there was no formal report.  Bookings continue to be strong and 
keep JH and MB busy.  JH had passed the bookings diary to MB while she is 
away for 2 weeks. 
JB mentioned that hall had also been mentioned in ‘Ultra Running’ magazine after 

a recent running event had used the Village Hall as a base.  A Watermill Theatre 

production is coming up, and another from The Black Box Theatre Co. in October. 

It is also likely that the Hat Fair would be performing - awaiting confirmation of 

date. Regular bookings continue including Merry-go-Round asking for 3 days in 

the summer holidays and a further Ultra race planned in 2018. 
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9. Publicity Report 

It was agreed to refrain from pushing publicity about the hall as we have as many 
bookings as we can comfortably deal with and we want there to be enough 
opportunities for local people to use the hall when they want rather than find it 
already booked by outsiders. 

10. User Group Reports 

Toddler Group is thriving.  Laura Thomson is standing down as leader in July 
and Lizzy Johnson will take over. 
Kidzone is planning a Fun Day, for which volunteers will be needed. DH reported 
that some additional funding for Kidzone had been approved by the LCA to fund 
the hiring of table football. David and Melody had reduced the age requirement. 
The club is thought to be well used and attended, though there was considered to 
be a need for a better clean up, especially in the kitchen, at the end of sessions. 
Coffee morning and Rainbows, Karate and Merry-go-Round continue to go 
from strength to strength.  

11. Renaming of Committee Room 

HY has submitted an article to Hill & Valley about changing the name of the 
Committee Room to the Woodcock Room. 
JB to send copy of Andover Advertiser article about the 1910 opening ceremony 
to HY. 
HY to obtain a sign saying Woodcock Room for the door.   
HY to mock up history, photos and old newspaper reports about the Woodcock 
family (maybe 3 frames) to be displayed in the Woodcock Room. 
It was agreed to hold an unveiling ceremony - date and format TBC. 
JB to talk to JH about organising a plaque for the new store to acknowledge the 
Healey family's contribution in memory of Graham. 
 

12. AOB 

None 

13. Date of next meetings  

12 Sept and 5 Dec. 


