
Village Hall Committee Meeting 20 November  2019 
 

1. Attending:  Stuart Montague, Maggie Barber, Jeremy Barber, Andrea Hulme, Jacqui 
Healey, Georgina Knipe, Georgi Leask, Peter Hull, Pam Weale 
 

2. Apologies for Absence:  Jenny Joliffe, Linda Blundell, John Young, Dave Harris, 

Christian Dryden, Rev Craig Marshall 

3. Minutes of last meeting 9 July 
 
These were agreed as an accurate record of proceedings.  

The official opening of the Woodcock room went well. 

4. Appointment of Chairman 

 

Stuart Montague was proposed as Chair by Maggie Barber, seconded Jacqui 

Healey, carried by the Committee.  Jeremy proposed that Stuart also  become a 

Trustee of the hall. 

 

5. Vice Chair’s report 

 

Nothing to report that is not covered in agenda items. 

 

Peter Hull has been co-opted onto the committee and as a trustee. 

 

6. Treasurers report attached 

 

Jeremy extended thanks to Jenny for bookkeeping and Jacqui for bookings.   

 

Andrea has been added to bank account as signee and Jeremy proposed Stuart 

should also be added.  Carried by the Committee. 

 

Stuart questioned if a video camera could be installed to capture damage to the front 

wall.  Jeremy advised not as it is officially highways property. 

 

Peter asked if there was an official disabled parking bay.  Jeremy advised that 

portable signs are put out for events. 

 

7. Bookings report: 

 

£3,000 work of bookings from July to date.  £7,743 bookings taken this year, ahead 

on last year’s figures. 

 

Jacqui advised she has increased the election fee booking to cover the existing 

cancellations that had to be made. 

 

£1,100 in October booking money, not including £120 from Blackbox. 

 

8. User group reports: 

 



• Gardening club requested a larger dustpan and brush.  Committee agreed 

that Pam will purchase something suitable and VH will reimburse. 

• Toddler group going well and well attended 

• Beavers and cubs report all going well 

• Keep Test Valley Beautiful have been given the use of the hall free of charge 

 

9. Theatre productions 

Watermill Theatre have offered a production of Camp Albion, having studied the 

synopsis the committee thought this would not be suitable this time.   

Black Box will be performing Annabelle’s party as their next production and have 

been offered a date. 

10. Car park and community use 

Maggie advised a little school parent had her car broken into this week.  Signs are up 
in both car parks advising not to leave valuables in cars. 

Surface of grass car park is not in very good condition.  Whilst owned by Middleton 
Estate, the Parish Council are the lease holders on the understanding that they 
maintain it.  They are also about to replace fence and put in a bore hole to advise on 
water levels with the aim of removing the large puddle. 

VH committee will contact parish council and offer to assist with the costs.   

 

Jeremy suggested placing a CCTV camera on the electricity post in the car park.   

 

Maggie reported several incidents with large party bookings including funerals and 

requests to the school to ask parents not to park at the hall where verbal abuse had 

been received from school parents/carers. After some discussion it was agreed that 

the committee should encourage closer links with the school, hall and church to 

discourage bookings around busy school times.  A variety of actions were proposed 

to mitigate further incidents: 

 

• Maggie ask FoLS to put on their newsletter 

• Add a notice to the school noticeboard  

• Notify the school WhatsApp group 

• VH Facebook page to post on the village Facebook page to advise of busy 

times. 

• Keep the car park gate closed with a polite notice  

• Stuart to contact the Chair of Governors and ask that the school update their 

website ‘park at the village hall car park’ advice 

• Andy Joliffe to be asked to approach the Plough owner to see if he would be 

willing to reopen the car park to school parents 

• Maggie and Stuart to draft a letter to PCC secretary advising of difficulties  

 

11. Maintenance and cleaning:  

Cleaning standards are good 

Maintenance:  light bulbs need changing.  Induction hobs have been replaced and 

taps in toilets will be changed shortly. 

 



12. AOB 

 

John Young advised the school have asked if they can hand over the bookings for 

the community hall back to the community.  Income  would be split between the 

school and the village.  Stuart will have a conversation with the Chair of the School 

Governors to progress further.  

 

Georgina reported an Issue with the new cutlery being taken out of the hall recently.    

 

Next meeting:  11 March 7.30pm in the Woodcock Room. 

 


