
Village Hall Committee Meeting 17 March 2020 
 

1. Attending:  Stuart Montague, Maggie Barber, Jeremy Barber, Andrea Hulme, Jacqui 
Healey, Peter Hull, Pam Weale 
 

2. Apologies for Absence:  Jenny Jolliffe, Georgi Leask, John Young, Dave Harris, 

Linda Blundell, Christian Dryden 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting 20 November 
 
These were agreed as an accurate record of proceedings.  

Stuart has spoken to Ingrid Sanderson and Laura Harding and had positive 

responses to the parking situation.  Maggie emails school, Little school and FoLS to 

advise parents and carers that there is a booking and not to park at the hall.  New 

signage will help.   

The School roundabout is closed at drop off/pick up times due to a few near misses.  

The Committee felt this had moved the issue to the hall car park as people drive in 

very quickly whilst children are running around and this should be highlighted with the 

school. It was suggested that the school could be approached to undertake some 

education around crossing roads at a safe point and car park safety.  

Action: Stuart will contact Sarah Jarman and Mrs Cawthra regarding the possibility of  

a lollipop man and green cross code education. 

Stuart has spoken to Plough Ahead who felt it was not the time to approach the 

owner regarding parking for parents and might discriminate when the time comes to 

put in an offer. 

Coloured road surfaces are available to highlight safe crossing areas, with perhaps a 

20 mph speed limit around the school area.  Safe crossing advice could also be 

sought from HCC. 

Action: Jeremy will speak to Christian Dryden to approach Hampshire County 

Council for ideas. 

A test hole has been dug to ascertain where the water is coming from in the hall car 

park next to Church Farm. 

White lines in the disabled bay have been painted to highlight the shape of the bay to 

stop vans hitting the wall.  The area is not big enough to be made a disabled bay. 

Dustpan and brush have been purchased. 

The Fete team have been advised that only the old cutlery is available for use. 

4. Chairman’s report 

 

Nothing to report 

 

5. Treasurers report attached 

 

Jeremy extended thanks to Jenny for bookkeeping and Jacqui for bookings.   

 



£41,000 in the current account and £1200 in deposit.  Jeremy recommended moving 

some into the deposit account which the Committee agreed. 

 

Stuart extended thanks to the Barbers for paying the cleaner and covering other 

costs in Jenny’s absence. 

 

6. Bookings report: 

 

Doing very well through January and is up on previous year, although from today lots 

of cancellations due to Covid-19. 

Deer group will confirm if going ahead next week. 

The Committee agreed not to enforce cancellation fees during the current situation. 

 

Jacqui has been paying for the village hall phone contract at £7 per month.  The 

Treasurer proposed she be reimbursed and payments back dated.   The Committee 

supported this proposal.  As it is an old phone that does not work very well, Stuart 

advised he has a couple that might be better. 

 

Joanna Roebuck had asked if there would be support for a supper and board games 

club. 

 

7. User group reports: 

 

• Toddlers cancelling meetings for foreseeable future 

• Smooth movers are meeting Thursday to discuss 

• Cubs meetings are suspended although there are some outstanding monies 

owed 

• Gardening club not meeting in March 

• Coffee shop cancelled although fewer customers recently.  Committee will 

consider ideas to encourage other members of the community to attend once 

normal service resumes.  Suggestions included changing the day, health 

walks that end at the hall, or a big breakfast 

• Lunch will go ahead on Friday but will be last one. 

 

8. Car park and community use 
 

As above under previous minutes. 

 

Maggie to reply to Ken Scotland who has had a look at the CCTV  and could link into 

the village hall with a router, however, could not guarantee it would work due to the 

trees.  Andy Jolliffe will have a look when out of quarantine.  It is the Parish Councils 

responsibility and Maggie is happy to liaise with Christian regarding this.  The field of 

view would have to exclude the highway. 

 

Maggie has sourced a car park sign at £70 + VAT.  Maggie to ask supplier for a 

recommendation on colour (yellow with black writing or blue with white writing) and 

order. 

 

9. Maintenance and cleaning:  



 

Covered in treasurers report 

 

Cleaner to be retained whilst bookings reduce  and undertake spring cleaning jobs, 

skirting boards etc. 

 

The Parish Council have arranged for the light on the broken bollard  to be replaced 

next month. 

 

10. AOB 

Covid-19 response 

There is sufficient money in the account to support a long term closure and keep 

heating on, pay insurance etc.  Some local halls have already announced they will 

close.  Longparish will stay open but advise use is at hirers risk  and their 

responsibility to enforce a safe, clean hands policy.  Maggie will notify existing users. 

Cleaning will take place after each booking.   

 

There was a suggestion that local families who are self-isolating could hire the hall 

for a reduced rate – to be added to the Covid-19 support network. 

The School Chair of Governors, and Headteacher were unaware of a proposal to 

change management of the  community hall. No further action unless  an official 

request is forthcoming. 

Due to Covid-19 the AGM will be delayed for 3 at least months. Andrea to send 

Stuart agendas and minutes of previous AGMs. 

 

Stuart to write a brief Chairman’s report for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Next meeting:  AGM Tuesday 9 June 7.30pm in the main hall. 

 


