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Longparish Village Hall Re-opens 

John Woodcock cut a ribbon and formally declared the hall open again on Sat 13 Oct, 102 years after his father 
built it.  Over the weekend well over 100 people came to view the hall.  There were many favourable comments 
including this: 

“May we congratulate you and your hard working and 
enterprising committee on the splendid refurbishment 
and restoration of the Village Hall.  The transformation 
that has taken place is almost beyond imagination.” 

We are all very proud of our lovely revitalised hall and 
grateful for all the kind comments we’ve received.  If 
you weren't able to come and would like to look around 
please contact John on 720018 or Maggie on 720459. 

The hall has been open for hire since 11th September 
and both hirings and enquiries have been regularly 
forthcoming.   Hirers have been pleased with the 
refurbished venue and have helped us to identify 
teething problems.  We continue to update the 
snagging list and the builder is dealing with urgent defects very promptly. 

In the last few weeks we have almost completed the initial fitting out of the hall and we are now working out 
what else we can afford with the funds that remain.  We have a shopping list which includes things like new 
tables and chairs.  We can’t afford everything so fundraising continues. Please help us deliver the last few items 
of the project by attending the Quiz Night on 17th November and the Jumble Sale on 1 December. 

Please tell your friends and colleagues about our fabulous new hall.  It is fully accessible with a new ramp at the 
front, disabled loo and a hearing loop.  The heating quickly warms the hall up to a comfortable temperature and 
the lighting and new colour scheme provide an atmosphere which is relaxing and welcoming. 

Thank you very much for all the support and encouragement which has helped us achieve such a fantastic 
result. John Scott, Chair, Village Hall Committee, Tel 01264 720018   Email johnhscott01@btinternet.com  

To book our lovely hall phone Jacqui on 01264 720560 or email villagehall@longparish.org.uk  

 
 
 

The newly opened village hall was buzzing with 
conversation. There was fresh brewed coffee and a 
wonderful selection of cakes. And a wonderful result as 
well. The event raised £450.28 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Thanks very much to everyone who made the 
event possible and who supported it.   
Gina, Linda & Jacqui 

 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 
TUESDAY  27TH  NOVEMBER AT  7 pm 

Longparish  Village  Hall 

ALICK  JONES 

“Birds and Gardens – Perfect Partners” 

Alick Jones is a retired professional biologist, author of a 
number of books and journal articles.  He has held 
various offices including chairman of village horticultural 
societies.  He is the Hampshire Ambassador for Garden 
Birdwatch (GBW), organised and run over the last 15 
years by the British Trust for Ornithology. 

Members  free.  Non-Members welcome  £5.00 

Raffle towards the cost of future speakers.   

This will be our last meeting this year so will have a 
Christmas theme to it 

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325  
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 

Or Marion Bell 01264 720205 
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Welcome to Longparish – Monday 3 Dec 

Please come along to the Longparish Village Hall from 
7.30 for an evening to celebrate the arrival of new 
residents, reflect on the activities underpinning village life 
in 2012 and highlight the opportunities 2013 offers for 
you to get involved in and enjoy. 

All are welcome but especially those of you that have 
recently arrived and are keen to hear more about the 
impressive choice of facilities, activities and events that 
are available in our small but beautifully-formed village. 
You will be able to meet the many people who work so 
hard to ensure that Longparish remains a vibrant, 
inclusive and progressive society. You will be able to 
see and hear the astonishing story behind our fabulous, 
newly re-furbished Village Hall and experience first hand 
the new warmth, the new stage, sound, lighting and 
much more. 

The evening, hosted by St Nicholas Church, Longparish 
Community Association and the Parish Council, will 
include plenty of opportunities to network, tasty nibbles, a 
welcome drink or two, a visual review of 2012, a very 
brief Longparish Community Association update and 
AGM but primarily a very warm welcome to everyone 
who comes along.  Don't worry if you can't stay all night - 
we know it's midweek and a busy time of year so feel 
free to pop in or out at whatever times you are available.  

2012 has been a very memorable year in Longparish. 
We hope you can join us on December 3rd to celebrate, 
reflect, and connect in enjoying village life together. 
David Marklew LCA Trustee Tel 720796 

 

ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday 8th December 

Longparish Community Hall 2pm – 4pm 

This year the profit from the fair will be split between the 
upkeep of our lovely village church and Bukanaga School 
in Mityana, Uganda which is linked with our own 
Longparish School.  So, please put the date in your 
diaries and come along and support it.  There will be lots 
of stalls and fun for all the family.   

Local Christmas gift or craft sellers can book a table at 
the fair for £10 plus a raffle prize. 

We would be grateful for contributions of the following: 

• Small or large baskets for the hamper tombola 

• Packaged food and drink for hamper tombola 

• Chutneys, jams, mincemeat, mince pies, cakes 
for the produce stall  

• Small unwanted gifts  

• Good as new books 

For any further information, offers of help or for collection 
of donations please ring Jane Young on 01264 720233 
or Eila Chamberlen on 01264 720691 

 

REJUVENATE AND 
REVITALISE, BODY AND 
MIND! 

Pilates in Longparish has taken off with 
a bang, with the Tuesday and Thursday evening classes 
in the Village Hall being filled in just ten weeks!  

Longparish resident, Amanda Harvey, is already feeling 
the benefits, “I got up from my seat on the train this 
evening and for the first time I didn’t have to use my 
hands. I could get up confidently and comfortably.” 

Teacher, Rachel Bell says, “We are looking to add new 
classes later on a Thursday night and Wednesday day at 
Longparish Village Hall.  Not only is this venue ideally 
located for residents, it is smart, fresh, warm and with a 
terrific ambiance highly conducive for practising Pilates.” 

Do email Rachel Bell on pilaventurewrite@gmail.com or 
text 07810 546046 for details.  

 
Longparish Toddler Group 
The Longparish Toddler group is back on Monday 5th 
November from 10am - 11.30am in the Longparish 
Village Hall and thereafter every 1st and 3rd Monday of 
the month. Please pop in and have a play, there will be 
snacks for the children, coffee and biscuits for the mums, 
story time and a sing song, everyone very welcome.  
£1 per adult and 50p per child.  If you have any queries 
please contact either Lizzie Gairdner on 01264 720372 
or Caroline Butler on 01264 720308. 

Money Money Money! 
A sum of money has been found on Southside Road.  
Please contact Toby Cooper 720324 to claim it.  If no-
one claims it he will donate it to the Village Hall. 
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Hilda Pauline MacDonald, died on 24
th
 September 2012 

At the funeral for Hilda held in St Nicholas Church, 
Longparish on October 4th tribute was paid to her as a 
person who was always fun but not in a selfish way for 
she also thought about others. 

As she was proud to tell people she was a Londoner but 
her father had arrived there from Australia and it was, 
perhaps, knowing that her father had arrived here from 
another country which gave to Hilda a great tolerance 
and acceptance of all people.  

She was fond of talking about London and how large it 
was and how ordinary people struggled to make ends 
meet. Peckham was her home area and she was 
surprised to find a near neighbour in North Acre who had 
not only grown up there but had attended the same 
church. 

She escaped from London in the war years, volunteering 
to join the Land Army and fibbing about her age to get in. 
She was posted down to Cornwall where she acquired 
the ability to imitate the local accent well. She laughed at 
how the city girls were so different from the Cornish 
farmers and how they made fun of each other and yet 
how the farmer stood up for his girls and what good 
relationships they all formed despite their different 
backgrounds. Lodging in a local home she met their 
sailor son and fell in love. They were married when Hilda 
was only 16. He then disappeared on active service for 
the next four years. Ken was one of two men in her life, 
first Ken and then her son, Keith. Ken died in 1995 after 
52 years of their being together. Every time she looked at 
his photo she told her visitors what a good man he was. 

After the Land Army she worked as a telephonist. At that 
time the Post Office only accepted girls from grammar 
school to work in the exchange and, assuming she had 
been to one, employed her. She did not disabuse them of 
this and again told stories of answering the question as 
to whether she was local by putting on an extra strong 
south London accent. Her sense of humour remained 
with her until the end even when dementia had confused 
many of her memories. 

When they moved to London, Ken had a job as a 
postman and Hilda worked in the music business and 
with her friendliness and directness got to know many of 
the stars of that time. 

Keith was fortunate to have an exciting mum who took 
him many places as a child. She was very proud of his 
academic achievement and, like his father, he was the 
centre of her conversation and affection. 

Almost 20 years ago she moved from Andover, where 
they had moved as part of the London overspill 
movement, to Longparish. In Hampshire, she worked for 
the WRVS where she served at the tea bar at the 
Andover Hospital and with the Red Cross where she 
worked with the second-hand clothing. Both for her LA 
and WRVS work she was awarded medals. She also 
used her skills to knit blankets and dolls for various 
groups. 

She was always helpful and a good neighbour and was 
one of the 8 o’clock brigade at the Longparish shop 
where she entertained the regulars as they waited for it 
to be opened. 

Hilda was a very intelligent woman who used her brain 
well. At one time she doubted her Christian beliefs and 
with great integrity refused to say words in church she 
did not believe but still came to the Harvest meals to help 
and to provide flowers for the tables. Latterly she 
regained comfort from the church but still in an intelligent 
and questioning way. She moved from North Acre to 
Ashbourne Court where she was wonderfully cared for 
and visited by Keith and friends from Longparish. The 
week before she died when she was almost unconscious 
and with her eyes shut she was asked if she would like a 
blessing.  “We all need that don’t we?” was her reply! 

May she know that blessing now. May she rest in peace 
and rise in glory.

 

The Church Wardens, PCC, Congregation 
and Clergy of St Nicholas Church 

invite you to the 

Eucharist on December 2nd at 11 a.m. 

The Bishop of Winchester, The Rt. Revd. Tim Dakin will 
preside, preach and consecrate two icons, (a Serbian St 
Nicholas and Christ Pantocrator by Caroline Lees) and a 
statue of St Nicholas by Peter Eugene Ball. 

The Village Choir will sing a new setting of a verse of a 
hymn to St Nicholas by David W Hughes (this is a world 
premiere). 

         

 

With more than 20 children at 
the first session, Kidzone is 
firmly back in the newly 
refurbished Village Hall.   

We meet on alternate Wednesdays during term time, and 
we look forward to welcoming you there.  Contact Dave & 
Andrea Harris 720457 or Alice Evans 720702  

 

Testbourne Community 
School PTFA  

Gift & Craft Fair 
Saturday 24th November 

11.00 am – 4.00 pm 
 

If you are looking for something different to give as 
Christmas presents or unusual Christmas decorations 
this is the place to shop. We have stalls offering a rich 
variety of gifts and handcrafted items for sale. 
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Jumble Sale 1st December 2012 1pm 
We are holding a Jumble Sale at Longparish Village Hall 
in aid of Breakthrough Breast Cancer and Longparish 
Village Hall. 

If you have anything of the following we would be very 
grateful: bric-a-brac, nearly new, toys, clothes, books, 
shoes, cakes/produce, raffle prizes or donations.   

Please contact Sue 01264 720053, Iris 720381 or 
Maggie 720459.   

We also have a drop off at the Village Hall Weds 28
th
, 

Thurs 29
th
 Nov and Fri 30

th
 November. 

Regrettably we are unable to accept furniture or 
electrical goods.  Thank you. 

Longparish School News 

School Grounds Development 
We have now moved on to the next stage in the 
development of the school grounds, which includes 
creating a quiet, reflective garden for the children to 
enjoy during break times. The Gardening Club will be 
designing a butterfly garden and creating a sensory 
planting scheme, both of which will be integral to this 
area. The garden will also be a resource for curriculum 
work with, for example, raised beds for each class to use 
as part of their scientific work on plants.  

Roof Work 
During November, the existing flat roof on the school 
building will be replaced and upgraded. It is estimated 
that this work will take four weeks; however, much of it is 
weather-dependent! We apologise for any inconvenience 
that this may cause when accessing the Community Hall 
or St Nicholas Church and hope that the number of 
deliveries will be kept to a minimum.  

Alex Foggo 

Our trip to Laverstoke Park Farm by Elysia and Lucie 
Last week, we went to Laverstoke Park Farm.  First, we 
got on the minibus and drove to the farm.  When we 
arrived, we met a lady called Laura.  She told us all about 
the farm and farm safety. Then we went to see the pigs 
and piglets.  One of the pigs was putting her foot in her 
dinner – we all giggled. 

After that, we went to see the chickens and touched 
some cold and warm eggs. Laura said that if chickens 
had brown ears then they would lay brown eggs. 

Next we went back to the classroom to eat our lunch, 
which was an old fashioned lunch. Then we went to the 
Laverstoke Park Farm garden and we planted some 
seeds in our pots.  We then went in groups and looked 
around the garden.   

After that, we fed the baby buffalos some milk and finally, 
we went back to the classroom and returned to school. 

 

Ballroom Dancing is Back 
It’s the Strictly season and here’s a chance to do the real 
thing.  Ballroom dancing is back in the Longparish 
Community Hall on Monday evenings.  There are classes 
for both beginners and improvers.  For more information 
see http://www.jiveolution.co.uk/jiveolution_004.htm  

Longparish Cricket Club  
sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 

Longparish cricket moved indoors earlier in 
the month with three senior sides in the 

Winchester & District indoor league and three in the 
North Hants league, plus U16, U15 and U13 sides.  

Longparish CC Colts coordinator, Justin Jackman, was 
summoned to the Rose Bowl to receive the Sky Sports 
“Coach of the year” award for Hampshire.  U17 William 
de Cani, who has come up through the Longparish Colts 
sides to open the batting for the Longparish 1

st
 XI, was 

similarly summoned to receive the award for the leading 
batsman in the division during the summer just past after 
scoring 640 runs at an average of 58.18. Longparish U15 
also travelled to the Rose Bowl to pick up their runners 
up trophies from the U15 cup final which they narrowly 
lost to Trojans U15 back in June.  

On Saturday 17
th
 November the club will be holding a 

Christmas Gift Sale in the Longparish Community Hall, 

doors open at 10am to a wide selection of stalls and gifts 
from traders from all quarters of the county. Tea, coffee 
and cakes will be on sale. Entry £1.  All proceeds from 
tea, cakes and entrance to Longparish Colts Cricket.  

Longparish CC are registered with “easyfundraising”.  
You can support your local club by registering at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk If you access online retailers 
such as Amazon, eBay, Tesco, Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 
and state which cause you would like to support, easy 
fund raising will make a donation (between 1 and 3% of 
the purchase price) which will be spent on cricket 
equipment for Longparish Colts and Seniors sides. 

100 Club Winners 
£35 Billy Mead    £15 David Gould    £15 Shane Nuttley 

 

The 16th Longparish Pumpkin Show  

Thank you to everyone who supported the Pumpkin 
Contest on 20 October.  It was great to see all the 
amazing pumpkins and the effort that everyone put in. 
There was a wonderful array of decorated pumpkins and 
the heaviest came in at 64lbs, the smallest at 0.5oz.  

We managed to raise £265.88 for Longparish Playgroup. 
Organisers Sylvia Crook and Laura Wearn would like to 
thank everyone who volunteered to ensure the afternoon 
was a success – you know who you all are!! Thank you 
also to everyone who gave raffle prizes.   

Lots of fun pictures are on the village website 
www.longparish.org.uk so please take a look. 
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LCA Tuesday Talks  

LCA are back in the Village Hall, with much improved 
acoustics and heating. Doors open at 7pm and there is a 
cash bar. There is no admission charge and booking is 
not required, although donations are welcome.  

The next talks are on: 

• Tuesday 13 November: "The Natural History of 
Longparish and its surrounding area" when 
Longparish tree specialist and wildlife expert Paul 
Knipe will talk about our local flora and fauna  

• Tuesday 11 December:  "Adventures in Oman"   
Tom Bremridge on life in the mysterious South East 
Arabian sultanate. 

Don't forget to put the dates in your diaries now! 

 

Maternity services 

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust is holding a 
Health Focus meeting, open to the public and its 
members, on Tuesday 13 November, from 2.30pm at 
The Lights in Andover. 

The theme of the event will be ‘Focus on Maternity 
Services’ and will include a presentation by the 
Foundation Trust’s Associate Director of Midwifery and 
Women’s Health, Caroline Brunt.   

This is your opportunity to hear about the services and 
choices available to women across the Hampshire 
Hospitals area. 

 
Police and Crime Commissioner Elections 
On Thursday 15 November 2012, for the first time ever, 
the people of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight will be 
asked to elect a Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC).  
The new Commissioner will take office on 22 November 
and will be accountable for how crime is tackled in our 
police force area.  

For more information visit: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
england-hampshire-19492607   

There will be no Smooth Movers that day. 

 

Longparish Parish Council 

New Code of Conduct 
The Parish Council adopted a new Code of Conduct for 
its Councillors on 8 October 2012. The new code will be 
placed on the village website shortly and a copy can be 
obtained from the Chairman. 

Planning 

New Applications:  

The Council had no objection to tree work at Ropers 
House and the School. 

Revised Local Plan:  
As notified previously, TVBC is redrafting its revised 
Local Plan; it now replaces the former Core Strategy, but 
remains similar in content. 

There have been some fundamental changes to the 
National Planning System during the drafting of the 

Revised Local Plan - for example, publication of the 
National Planning Policy Framework; the intended 
revocation of the South East Plan; and Guidance on 
Viability. 

The redrafting of the Revised Local Plan has reacted to 
some of these factors.  However there remains a degree 
of uncertainty as there are still frequent changes as to 
interpretation and the South East Plan has also, as yet, 
not been revoked. 

A further round of consultation will take place towards the 
end of the year or early 2013. 

Changes to Council Tax Benefit and Council 
Tax rules on empty homes 
The Government is planning to localise Council Tax 
Benefit as part of its wider welfare reform programme 
and has asked councils across the country to develop 
local Council Tax Support schemes to be introduced by 1 
April 2013. Test Valley Borough Council has launched a 
public consultation which runs until Monday 12 
November to seek views on options for how the new 
scheme might work and on proposed changes to the 
rules on council tax exemptions and discounts on empty 
homes.  

For more information and to complete the consultation 
survey, please go to this link - 
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/benefitsandcouncilt
ax/counciltax/council-tax-support-consultation/   

If you need any further information please contact Gill 
Cranswick, Head of Revenues 01264 368540. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the 
Village Hall on Monday 12 November 2012.  

Meetings are public and Parishioners are welcome to 
come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman - 
Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580 or 
email: clerk@longparish.org.uk    

 

AUTUMN VILLAGE CLEAN UP 
SATURDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2012 10.00 am to 1 pm 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED to help with the village autumn 

clean up day. One of the main objectives is to clear the 
stream of weed and dead leaves.  The water level will 
drop by several inches and the stream will remain clear 
for the rest of the winter which reduces the risk of 
flooding.  Other jobs include litter picking, leaf sweeping, 
clearing branches in the cemetery and cleaning benches 
and road signs.  There are plenty of other jobs as well so 
the more the merrier.  Please help.  Free lunch of 
sandwiches and chips for all volunteers!   

Please bring tools suitable for your preferred job and 
wellies or waders if you plan to help with the stream. 
For more information please contact Jeremy Barber on 
720459 email jeremy.barber@longparish.org.uk   

 

Christmas Concert 

Saturday 8
th

 December 
www.wherwellsingers.org  
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VILLAGE HALL QUIZ NIGHT  
(in aid of Village Hall funds) 

SATURDAY 17
th

 NOVEMBER – 7pm for 7.30pm 

?? Teams of 6 (or fewer); can be 
formed on the night or before ?? 

 

LIGHT SUPPER to be served during the evening 

CASH BAR 

Questions generally easy to answer 

PRIZE for winning team (and team coming last) 

TICKETS £7.50 available from 
JOHN SCOTT (720018) OR JACQUI HEALEY (720560) 

 
We will remember them 
Our Remembrance Day service starts at 
the War Memorial at 10.50 on Sunday 
11 November and we move to the 
Church after the two minutes of silence. 

 

Improving the Spinal Path 

Good news!  Footpath 14, often known as the spinal 
path, runs from North Acre to Sugar Lane.  It provides a 
safe alternative to the B3048 for parents with small 
children walking to school or playgroup.  But the surface 
makes it difficult to use, particularly with children in 
buggies.   Improving it to provide an all weather surface 
has long been an objective of both the Parish Plan and 
the School Travel Plan.   

Provided the funding can be put together (we are nearly 
there) the Parish Council, with support from the County 
Council, the FoLS and the Playgroup, plans to improve 
the path in the next few months to enable it to be used all 
year round in all weathers.  We will put up notices with 
more details.  If you would like to find out more about this 
project please contact Christopher Duxbury. 

 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race 

We had a lovely, crisp morning for October’s run and 
conditions were well-nigh perfect for the runners. We 
were pleased to welcome new runners Tom and David to 
their first L2SOTMs. A good turnout of 19 runners saw a 
decent smattering of personal best times and well over 
half the field improved on their last outing.  

Ian Beveridge beat his 4 year old personal best by 3 
minutes 20 
seconds to be 
Most Improved 
Man.  Second 
runner home and 
recipient of the 
Rising Star 
trophy for Most 
Improved Junior, 
Sim Evans also 
ran a PB — two 
minutes quicker 
than his previous 

best. Most Improved Woman was Wendy Beveridge, who 

beat her previous run by well over 5 minutes.  
Honourable mention must go to Victoria, Scott, James, 
Ben and Sarah, who all set PBs this month.  

Thanks very much to Emma, Jonathan and Jack for 
marshalling; to Maggie for the flapjack; Fiona & David for 
the signs and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.  

We look forward to seeing you at the Cricket Ground for 
the next race on Sunday 11 November starting at the 
earlier time of 9am to allow time for people to get to the 

Remembrance Day service. Runners of all standards are 
welcome as are brisk walkers. It is a handicap race, so 
the slowest have as much chance of winning the cups as 
the fastest. Supporters of all ages are very welcome.  

 
 
 
 
 

LCA Coffee Morning 
The next coffee morning is on Friday 16 
November from 10.30 in the Meeting 
Room at the Village Hall.  If you need a 
lift please contact Gloria on 720425. 

Birds of Longparish – The Moorhen 
The moorhen is a bird often confused with the coot, the 
big difference being the white mantle on the coot.  
Moorhens are also smaller with a wing span of 50-55  
cms; it’s also more secretive. It spends a lot of time close 
to the reeds of rivers and lakes. The moorhen is black 
with two white stripes on the underside of its tail, which it 
constantly flicks, red facial shield, with yellow-tipped red 
bill, green legs and feet. It’s mainly found on rivers, lakes 
and streams but can be found quite a long way from 
water.  There are an estimated 270,000 pairs in Britain. 
The moorhen starts nesting in April right through till 
September, often having two or three broods. The nest is 
made of rushes, sometimes hidden or floating, very often 
found in trees and bushes, up to 8m from the ground. 
The eggs are oval shaped, smooth buff coloured spotted 
brown or purplish black. They are incubated for 21-22 
days and the chicks leave the nest soon after hatching. 
They are looked after by both parents and eventually 
leave the parents after 40-50 days. The moorhen’s food 
is very varied, including weed, berries, insects and 
seeds. 

WELL the collared doves have finally left the nest after 
15 weeks; the nest is now empty, with no young reared. 

I have added some new pictures to my web site 
www.chrisbowman.co.uk  In August I had over 800 views 
from far afield as Canada, America, China and Germany.
     chris bowman 

 


