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Friends of Longparish School (FoLS)

FUN FAMILY RACE NIGHT

Longparish Community School Hall
on
SATURDAY 23rd MARCH
at 6.00pm
Lots of fun for children and adults
£5.00 PER FAMILY TICKET
Bring your own food, snacks, drinks, plates, bowls and
cutlery
Raffle Prizes to Be Won!
Please contact Elsa O’Sullivan (07974 790263) or Claire
Arnold (07715 717511) for any further information.
Tickets on sale now!

Longparish Playgroup
And he huffed, and he puffed ...
Don’t be surprised if you hear a lot of huffing and puffing
coming from Longparish Playgroup this month. The story
of the three little pigs is coming to life as the children use
puppets to retell the story to each other. They are also
becoming builders, using the large construction material
to see if they can build a sturdy house that no wolf would
be able to blow down. You may hear them rapping as
they work as they learn the catchy ‘3 pigs rap’.
The children really benefit from having different people
come in to work and play with them so if you feel like
getting involved this month, just call or email the
playgroup (playgroup@longparish.org.uk).
If you don’t have time to spend a session at playgroup,
then maybe you’d like to join in the annual Playgroup
Pancake Races on the school field at 12noon on
Tuesday 12th February. Or simply come to enjoy the fun
and to cheer the children on.
Looking ahead, all playgroup mums are encouraged to
keep the morning of 5th March free so they can accept
their child’s invitation to a Mothers Day Tea Party at
playgroup. Dads don’t get a tea, but they do get to join in
the football coaching session with their child on Friday
14th June. Put the date in your diary now if you can.
Claire Nash
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Longparish School News
Mrs Oliver
After more than 25 years of service, Mrs Kay Oliver will
be retiring from her role as Caretaker at the end of this
half term. We will be very sad to say “Goodbye” to Mrs
Oliver, who is a valuable member of the Longparish
School ‘family’ and we will be marking this occasion with
a Celebration Assembly at 2.45 pm on Thursday 14th
February. All parents and previous pupils are warmly
invited to join us for the Assembly and stay for tea and
biscuits afterwards.
Alex Foggo
Peter Pan
On Friday 11th January, we were lucky enough to have
M&M productions come to Longparish School and
perform the well known traditional tale ‘Peter Pan’. It was
a fun filled, action packed show and everyone had a
smile on their face (especially when Mrs Gregori got up
and boogied with Captain Hook!). The year Rs also
couldn’t stop laughing when Nana the dog came on
stage and did a dance!
The older children were all very impressed with the way
that four brilliant actors/actresses could pull off such an
amazing play. The costumes were stunning too. We all
loved joining in with the funny chants and rhymes, and it
was an enjoyable experience for all.
Lydia Coleman, Nina Smith and Ella Harris

Hiring the Community Hall
In future those wishing to hire the Community Hall should
contact Christine Leach at Longparish School, tel. 01264
7200317. The mobile number and email previously used
are no longer available. Mrs Leach is only available in
school hours. If you want to make a booking during the
holidays or half term please ring 07799 643032.
Nick Marsden Chair of Governors

Senior Citizens' lunches at the school
Every month the school welcomes senior citizens for
lunch 12noon to 1pm, usually on a Wednesday. It costs
£2.25 and includes a cup of tea and coffee after eating
lunch with the children. Please contact Jill McHenry on
720869 for details. She may be able to arrange a lift if
required.
The dates this term are Wednesday 13th February and
Wednesday 20th March

Longparish Toddler Group
The Longparish Toddler group is now running every 1st
and 3rd Monday of the month from 10am - 11.30am in
the Longparish Village Hall. In February it will be on 4th
and 18th.
Please pop in and have a play, listen to a story and join
in a sing song. There will be snacks for the children, and
coffee and biscuits for the mums and carers. Everyone
is very welcome. If you have any queries please contact
either Lizzie Gairdner on 01264 720372 or Caroline
Butler on 01264 720308.
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LCA Coffee Shop Open
Friday 8th February
LCA Membership renewals
Thanks to all of you who have renewed your subscription
to the LCA for 2013. The Committee would like to say a
special thank you to those who have included generous
donations with their membership fees of £1 each. We
are very grateful for the extra support to our funds.
If you haven't renewed yet, you can download a form
from www.longparish.org.uk or use the back of the
events diary for January or for this month.
Christine Beresford

The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall meeting room is
open from 9 am -12 noon every second Friday of the
month.
For £1 you can enjoy a cup of tea or delicious ground
coffee and biscuits.
Fairtrade orange juice is available for children.
Drop in with your friends, children, parents. Everyone is
welcome.

Tuesday Talks
Last month we followed in the intrepid footsteps of
Graham Darrah, who showed us wonderful photographs
of the extraordinary wildlife of Madagascar. Our next
talks are at 7 for 7.30pm on:
•

•

Tuesday 12th February: Terry and Ruth
Hemming will tell us about The art,
setting and hospitality of Orthodox
monasteries
Tuesday 12th March: John Ellicock and
Ashley Smith Keep Calm and Carrion the Development and Conservation
Work of the Hawk Conservancy Trust

Hog the Limelight presents:

In Longparish Village Hall
Friday 22nd March 7.30pm start.

Reg Meuross
'One of Britain's finest singers/songwriters',
according to Time Out Magazine
He is touring with 'Songs about Tom, Dick and Harry'
a unique show looking at some of the events that
influenced the lives of extraordinary
men and women throughout history.
Bring your own picnic
Cash bar.
Tickets £7 (£6 to LCA members), available from Emma
Smith (720034), Sandra Jones (720551) or David
Marklew (720796 or mob: 07747014519)

January Coffee Shop
Can you help us?
Do you have a redundant glass cafetière languishing in
the back of your cupboard? If you really don't want it any
more please would you donate it to the village hall so that
we can use it in the LCA Coffee Shop? Either bring it
along to the Coffee Shop and have a free coffee in
February or telephone Gloria on 720425 and she will
collect it.

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second
Sunday of the Month handicap race
It was a lovely sunny morning for the January race. We
welcomed three new runners, Seniors Gavin Whatley
and Rob Savill and Junior Sebastian Crook accompanied
by his mother, Sylvia.
David Roebuck stormed
home in first place,
breaking his handicap by a
massive four minutes and
sixteen seconds to become
Most Improved Man. Most
Improved Woman was Alice
Evans. Victoria Goldsmith
(accompanied by her
cousin Luke on his bike)
took the Rising Star Trophy
for Most Improved Junior.
There were five new
personal bests: David and
Victoria plus Matt
Wilkinson, Jeanette Stroier
and Scott Johnson. Well done!
Well done also to Nina Smith who ran circuits of the
cricket field all the time her Dad was out on the race
which proves she can run long enough to take part in the
actual race soon.
Ian Beveridge and Jeremy Barber celebrated their 50th
runs and Ian presented the trophies to Victoria, Alice and
David.
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Thanks very much to Maggie, Pauline, Katie and David
for marshalling, to David for the signs, to Maggie and Jim
for the cake, to Emma for the refreshments and, of
course, to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.
All that Christmas pudding has had an effect, however,
and a solid majority of our finishers did not break their
handicaps. Time for a spot of training and dieting ready
for the next race on Sunday 10 February starting at 10am
at the Cricket Ground. Runners of all standards are
welcome as are brisk walkers and volunteers to help with
the marshalling.
It is a handicap race so the slowest have as much
chance of winning the cups as the fastest. Supporters of
all ages are very welcome.

Longparish Parish Council
Solar Park
As most will parishioners be aware, Anesco Ltd is
currently constructing a solar park at Owls Lodge Farm to
the left of Southside Road as its slopes down towards the
Recycling Facility and the A 303. Once complete, the
10MW park, containing over 36,000 panels, will generate
enough electricity to power 2000 houses and make an
impact on the reliance on carbon-generated energy in the
local area.
The company kindly briefed the Council on the
construction phase and future plans at the January
meeting. They are aware of instances of heavy delivery
lorries trying to negotiate the village [in at least one case
becoming stranded] and of the mud on the road at the
top of Southside Hill. The former is being addressed and
they are doing what they can to mitigate the muddy
conditions.
Anesco plans to hold an open day once the weather
conditions improve, so that they can show us how the
park is taking shape and demonstrate how the scheme
will have a positive impact on the environment. They also
hope to visit the school to share with the children some of
the science, benefits and importance of renewable
technology.

Planning
The Council had no objection to tree work at St Nicholas
House.
Following a briefing from the Forest Edge Kart Club, the
Council also did not object to a retrospective planning
application for continued use of their circuit on MOD land
near the A 303 for up to 28 days per year, as they have
been operating there since 2004. The Council has,
however, asked TVBC to consider a number of
conditions.

Budget
The Council has reviewed and approved its budget for
2013/14 and determined that there should be no change
to the Precept [the small part of the Council Tax that
funds the PC], which will remain at £17,500.
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However, due to Government legislation and changes to
the tax base that affect the way Council Tax is
calculated, some residents may find themselves paying a
little more.

Superfast Broadband In Test Valley Central
HCC has gone out to tender for the provision of Super
Fast Broadband to another 20% of residents in
Hampshire. Today Super Fast Broadband is available to
some 70% of residents but covers little more than 5% of
Hampshire geographically. To achieve 90%, HCC is
matching the Government’s £5M with GAP funding to
accelerate the Broadband roll out. The initiative from
HCC will be clearer by mid February when the tenders
from the prospective Communications Providers are
received and a list of villages to be included will be drawn
up.
If you are interested in Super Fast Broadband, please let
HCC know by using the following link:
https://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband/broadbandsignup.htm
This link is simply a means of expressing an interest and
does not commit you to either superfast broadband in
general or any specific provider in particular, but the
more interest we can show as a village, the more likely
we are to get an upgraded exchange.

Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held in the
committee room at the Village Hall on Monday 11
February 2013. Please enter via the side door.
Meetings are public and parishioners are welcome to
come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580 or
email:clerk@longparish.org.uk

Do you use the Longparish Directory?
At a recent meeting the Parish Council Communications
Working Group decided to ask through Hill & Valley how
much demand there was for the annual Directory. The
printing of this is funded by the Parish Council and it is
distributed to all households. So far it has been
produced by Mary Jo Darrah and a volunteer would be
needed to take it on if it continues.
The alternative to a printed Directory would be to rely
solely on the village website to update details of what
facilities there are in the village and who does what. It
would be easier to keep the website up to date, but only
if residents notified the webmaster, through the contact
page, email or phone, of any relevant changes. At the
moment this rarely happens and it is time-consuming to
contact every organisation and facility to check that
details are still correct.
Please contact Mary Jo Darrah
by email at maryjo@thelittleacorns.net
or by telephone on 720320
to let her know your views.
In the absence of support for a written Directory the
decision will probably be to rely on the website.
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Priscilla Anderson
27th December 1919—3rd December 2012
Her son Stuart paid warm tribute to his mother’s memory
at her Thanksgiving in St Nicholas on 13th December.
“Until recently, I had always thought it would be many
years before I would be standing here talking about
mother. I think a lot of us reckoned she was a certain
candidate to be receiving a telegram from the Queen (or
Charles) in 7 years time. A couple of years ago mother
was diagnosed with a weak aorta (something her mother
and elder sister had both had). She had to stop driving
immediately. But she was never one to dwell on
misfortunes. She picked herself up and thanks to a lot of
people here today she continued her active lifestyle.
Mother was born just after Christmas in 1919 in Nairn in
Scotland. As a school girl, as well as later in life, she was
one of those people who was good at almost anything
she turned her hand to, whether it was exams, athletics,
lacrosse, tennis, golf (in which she had a single figure
handicap) and virtually professional photography – and
on it went. But mother always managed to excel in a
modest and retiring kind of way.
When she was just 16 and about to become head of
school, her father’s business went bankrupt in the
economic crisis of the 1930s and she had to leave
school. After coming top of her class in shorthand at a
secretarial college she got a job working for the
Canadian High Commissioner in London. This was
despite having obtained enough exam credits to go to
university - something that not many girls did in those
days.
When not quite 20 she met father, Tony, who had come
over from New Zealand on the traditional New
Zealanders’ sabbatical year, visiting what they still called
“home”. However, as it was then 1939 he stayed and
joined the Army. They originally met because their
respective grandfathers had been close friends at
Edinburgh University in the 1860s. Their grandfathers
also became business partners.
After living in Surrey after the war, they moved to London
in the mid 60s and mother started the Thackeray Art
Gallery in Kensington. She had the Gallery for 25 years –
it was a VERY important part of her life. Despite her
talents, she did not like being “commercial”. So she
charged very low commissions to artists, and she didn’t
make them pay for normal printing and advertising
expenses, unless they sold well, as she didn’t want an
artist to be out of pocket. An unintended consequence of
this un-commercial approach was that she soon had
quite a number of well-known artists (a lot of them
Scottish) wanting to exhibit at her gallery – having been
treated “very commercially” by some of the better known
West End galleries. Despite this way of running the
gallery she hardly ever had a bad debt, I think partly
because she was quite a good judge of character.
One of the things that mother was known for was her
encyclopaedic memory. After father died 10 years ago
she took up bridge – and this has been quite a big part of

February 2013

her social life in recent years. Her memory clearly helped
her. From a very early age I used to feed her with names,
facts and figures knowing that I could always call it up at
a later date. In fact I used mother rather like most people
today use “Google”. However, she was always keen not
to appear to be a know-all and she would normally
preface her answer to a Google search by “I’m not quite
sure, but I think …”. But, of course, she generally was
quite sure and correct!
From the mid ‘70s, mother and father had a small cottage
down the road in Forton, which they came to nearly every
weekend. Having fallen in love with Longparish back
then, it was clearly the only place they wanted to retire to
when mother sold her gallery 20 years ago. They both
spent many happy years here.
On Monday morning, after the weekend with us in
Brussels, I took her back to St Pancras where she was
picked up and driven home. It was only a few hours after
arriving home that she passed away. We now know for
certain that it happened quickly, peacefully and
painlessly.
Our mother, Priscilla, was an exceptional person (and I
don’t think I am saying that just because I am her son).
We will miss her very much.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the
many wonderful neighbours and local friends who have
been so supportive over the years and more recently
driving her around and keeping a close eye on her. For
Harry and me, living as we do many hours away from
here, it has been a considerable source of comfort to
know that mother lived in such a friendly and supportive
community.”
Priscilla will indeed be greatly missed as a kind and
generous neighbour and strong supporter of Longparish
and St Nicholas’ Church.

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB
TUESDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2013
at 7 pm in Longparish Village Hall
ANDREW McINDOE of Hilliers
on
“Shrubs for Flowers, Fragrance and Foliage”
Andy McIndoe of Hilliers has been before to talk to the
gardening club and is a brilliant speaker. We will be
visiting his own garden near Romsey in June.

Members Free (Non-Members welcome £5.00)
Raffle towards the cost of future speakers.
Any queries to
Rosie Lowry 01264720325
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
or Marion Bell 01264720205
marion.bell1@googlemail.com
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH
People have been asking me about my list of birds seen in Longparish. I have lived in the village since I was born so this
is a lifetime count. Some of the birds have not been seen in the village for a long time. This is my total - 115. I have heard
more birds which are not included. I only count what I have seen. Happy spotting.
Chris Bowman
Black Swan
Mute Swan
Heron
Great White Egret
Little Egret
Canada Goose
Greylag Goose
Bar Headed Goose
Lesser White Fronted Goose
Egyptian Goose
Mallard
Tufted Duck
Gadwall
Teal
Pochard
Shoveler
Little Grebe
Moorhen
Coot
Water Rail
Stone Curlew
Snipe
Redshank
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Lapwing
Woodcock
Golden Plover
Cormorant
Great Black-Backed Gull
Lesser Black-Backed Gull
Herring Gull
Yellow Legged Gull
Common Gull
Common Tern
Kingfisher
Pied Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Yellow Wagtail

Coot taking off by Long Bridge
Photo - M.J.Darrah

Nuthatch
Tree Creeper
Buzzard
Osprey
Red Kite
Goshawk
Sparrow Hawk
Kestrel
Hobby
Merlin
Raven
Carrion Crow
Rook
Jackdaw
Magpie
Jay
Pheasant
Grey Partridge
French Partridge
Wood Pigeon
Turtle Dove
Stock Dove
Collared Dove
Feral Pigeon
Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
Little Owl
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Cuckoo
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Fieldfare
Redwing
Starling

Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Bullfinch
Siskin
Spotted Flycatcher
Linnet
Skylark
Yellowhammer
Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Blackcap
Brambling
Lesser Redpoll
Chiffchaff
Wood Warbler
Willow Warbler
Garden Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Reed Bunting
Tree Sparrow
House Sparrow
Dunnock
Robin
Wren
Wheatear
Redstart
Swift
Swallow
House Martin
Sand Martin
Great Tit
Blue Tit
Coal Tit
Marsh Tit
Long Tailed Tit
Goldcrest
Firecrest

Swans near Longparish House
Photo - M.J.Darrah
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Farewell to Martin and Christine Coppen
On Saturday 5th January our Rector for the last 14 years,
Canon Martin Coppen and his wife Christine joined many
parishioners and friends in the Community Hall to bid
farewell to our village and his responsibilities here. Jane
Young and Babs Duxbury with much help and generous
contributions organised a most delicious bring and share
lunch The photo shows Martin and Christine listening to
the brief tributes to him and his ministry here from some
who had worked closely with him - Stuart Bevan as
Churchwarden, Jeremy Barber as Chairman of the
Parish Council, John Ellicock as Chairman of the
Governors and John Young as Churchwarden.
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WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL REFECTORY
Thank you very much to everyone who helped in the
Winchester Cathedral Refectory in 2012. The dates for
2013 are:
Wednesday 17th April
Thursday 6th June
Friday 18th October
The days are divided into different shifts to try to suit
everyone and so that parents who have to pick up
children could come for the short session over lunch. We
normally arrange transport between us. Our help is of
great value to the Cathedral and it is good fun too.
If anyone would like to come and join the team, please
do contact me.
Jane Young 01264 720233 j.young233@btinternet.com

St Nicholas Electoral Roll Renewal

.
John Young presented Martin with a gift from the parish.
Christine received flowers. Martin replied with thanks for
the friendship and help he had received. He wore a very
splendid blue brocade waistcoat to cheer both himself
and us. They take with them our thanks and very best
wishes for their retirement in Andover
MJD.

Every six years all churches are required to revise their
membership list, the Church Electoral Roll, and we have
to do this before the annual parochial church meeting in
April. This means that everyone who regards themselves
as a member of St Nicholas needs to complete a new
electoral roll form which will entitle them to vote at the
APCM. No one is ‘carried over’ from the last roll to the
new one. I will be sending a form by email to all those on
the current list and this is to notify those for whom I do
not have an email address.
If you would like to have a form, please let me know
either by telephone or email.
Jane Young 01264 720233 j.young233@btinternet.com

January weather

The Cleeves in early January
showing what water meadows were intended to do allowing the water from the river to overflow. It did
also flow over the road.

Long Bridge on 18th January
after snowfall which was heavy for Longparish
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