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VACANCY – PARISH CLERK  
Are you:  
• Good with people? 
• Good with words? 
• Good with figures? 
 
If you are, would you be interested in providing a real 
service to the community in Longparish by supporting the 
Parish Council as the part-time Parish Clerk – pay and 
hours by agreement?  There are two main aspects to the 
post, both of which require initiative, organisational skills, 
and basic IT competence: 
 

• Providing administrative support to the Council; 
including preparing agendas, taking minutes at 
monthly meetings (a key skill), dealing with 
correspondence and enquiries, and keeping records. 

 
• Acting as Responsible Financial Officer; involving the 

maintenance of the Council’s electronic accounts, 
preparing reports, producing returns, and dealing 
with end of year accounts. 

 
Ideally, the Council would like to recruit someone living 
locally and feels that the appointment might suit a 
candidate who has recently retired or works from home, 
or a parent who has children at school and would like to 
earn some money at home.  The Council is very keen to 
find the right person, and will take a flexible approach to 
the terms of employment – it could be, for example, that 
the successful candidate might take over the 
administrative tasks first and the financial responsibilities 
in the longer term.  Willingness to work towards the 
CiLCA qualification would be an advantage. 
 
For further information, please contact the Chairman, 
Christopher Duxbury, on 
telephone:  01264 720580 
email:  chairman@longparish.org.uk    

 

Longparish Parish Council 
Planning 

The Council had no objection to alterations to the access 
at land east of Harewood Peak [Andover Down]. 
 
The Revised Local Plan, the new name for the Core 
Strategy, on which TVBC consulted during 
January/February 2012, is available on the TVBC 
website for further consultation from 8 March to 26 April 
2013. Please let the Parish Council know if you have any 
comments.  The Parish Council Planning Committee will 
be meeting in the Village Hall committee room [side 
entrance] on Monday 15 April at 19.45 pm to consider 
the Council’s response. 

Open Spaces 
Our thanks to Graham Darrah, Nigel Goodliffe, Paul 
Knipe, Jeremy Barber and Maggie Barber who did a 
great deal of tree  work during the half term break in 
furtherance of the school landscaping project.  
 
The Spring Clean Up will be on Saturday 20 April. 
(See separate article on this page) 

Footpaths 
Matt Beal has kindly agreed to chair the Council’s 
Footpaths Working Party. 
 
Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will follow the Annual 
Parish meeting [see advertisement below] at 8.30 pm on 
Monday 8 April 2013.   

Meetings are public and parishioners are welcome to 
come and speak by arrangement with the Chairman - 
Christopher Duxbury Tel: 720580 or 
email:clerk@longparish.org.uk 

 

 
Longparish Parish Council 

invites all parishioners to the 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 8 April at 7pm 

In the Village Hall 
The APM is your opportunity to hear what the Council 
and other local organisations have been doing in the 

last year and ask questions. 
Wine and light refreshments provided 

 
 

 
Spring Clean Up Day – Saturday 20 April 

The Spring Clean Up Day will be on Saturday 20 April 
starting at 10am at the village hall car park.   

As usual there will be a pub lunch afterwards.  Please 
come and help, both for fellowship and to keep our 
village looking lovely.  

There’s quite a lot of tidying to do in the cemetery and I 
hope we can do some work to improve the surface of the 
village hall car park.  We’ll also be doing other jobs such 
as cleaning signs and benches, litter picking and painting 
equipment in the playground.  If possible, please would 
you contact Jenny Jolliffe (tel. 720207) or me in advance 
if you are able to help so we can we can match jobs, 
volunteers and tools to save messing about on the day. 
Thank you. 

   Jeremy Barber tel. 720459 

 
Longparish Village Handbook 

There are some copies of the 2011 Handbook available 
in the village shop for £3.  

All households were given one by the Parish Council in 
2011. 
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LCA Coffee Shop Open 

Friday 12 April 
 

The LCA Coffee Shop in the village hall meeting room is 
open from 9 am -12 noon every second Friday of the 
month.  
 

For £1 you can enjoy a cup of tea or 
delicious ground coffee and biscuits.  
Fairtrade orange juice is available for 
children. 
 
Drop in with your friends, children, 
parents. Everyone is welcome. 

    Gloria Goodliffe 

 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 

Sunday of the Month handicap race 

Undeterred by the cold weather and the early start, a 
good field of 20 runners turned out for the March race.  
We welcomed three new runners.  

The Most Improved adults were Jeanette Stroier and 
Chris Vincent, both with new personal records for the 
course.  First junior in was Ben Evans so he is our Rising 
Star.  He had to rush off so substitute, Sim is holding the 
trophy aloft in the picture below. 

Other special performances came from Nina Smith who 
beat her target time by over seven minutes and Glynne 

Evans who turned 
in a new personal 
record on his 65th 
birthday.  

To mitigate the 
cold afterwards, 
there were coffee, 
tea, scrumptious 
birthday cake and 

flapjacks.  Thanks very much to everyone who mucked in 
and helped and to the Cricket Club for letting us use the 
wonderful start & finish venue. 

The next race is on Sunday 14 April starting at the usual 
time of 10am.  It is a handicap race so the slowest have 
as much chance of winning the cups as the fastest. 
Please do join us. Supporters of all ages are very 
welcome. 

 

LCA Recycled Teenagers 
On Monday 8 April we will be visiting Lasham Garden 
Centre leaving from the shop (or from home if you can’t 
get to the shop) at 10.30am and on Tuesday 14 May we 
have a trip to Marlborough.  If you are interested or if you 
know of anyone else who might be, please contact 
Corinne on 720643 or Maggie on 720459. 

THE LONGPARISH 

PLAYERS ARE BACK ! 
....and looking for new talent. In response 
to overwhelming public demand and with a 
fantastic (and warm) village hall in which to 
rehearse and perform, the Longparish Players 
Amateur Dramatic Group are ready and raring to go 
again. We aim to entertain the people of Longparish 
and beyond with rich and varied programmes of 
theatrical entertainment (we've nearly always done 
farces). We are a small group but we would like to 
grow! 
 
We would love to hear from anyone who is 
interested in participating in any way. There is so 
much to do. In addition to appearing on stage, we 
need help with production, set design and 
construction, lighting, back-stage, costumes, make-
up and publicity. If you are at all interested please 
do give me a call. Thanks. Andy Smith tel. 720034 
 

 
LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 

Tuesday 23 April  
at 6pm 

EVENING VISIT TO AMPORT HOUSE GARDENS  
and the Museum of Army Chaplaincy . 

 
The current house was built near the village of 
Amport in 1857 by the Marquess of Winchester and 
replaced two earlier houses built on the site. 
The gardens were designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens 
and planted by Gertrude Jekyll. They contain water 
features, yew hedging, topiary and a knot garden 
incorporating the coat of arms of Winchester. 
The last of the family to reside at Amport was Henry 
Paulet, 16th Marquess of Winchester, marquess 
from 1899 to 1962. 
A converted stable block of the house also holds 
The Museum of Army Chaplaincy. 
 
Members Free. Non-Members welcome £5.00.  
It is essential at this meeting that anyone 
planning to come tells us in advance as we have 
to give registration numbers of cars etc. for 
security reasons.  
 
Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264720325 
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 
Or Marion Bell 01264720205 

 
 

FOLS 100 Club March draw winners 
1st Prize 72 Penny Billingham 

2nd Prize 26 David and Fiona Gould 
3rd Prize 88 Andrea Harris 
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BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 
WALK IN EARLY MARCH 

 
As I start down the back track towards the shop there is 
the usual group of sparrows having a good old scrap. 
Turn right.  There is not much about - a few blue and 
great tits.  Nothing in the pony paddock.  Down to Ash 
Burn Rest and a couple of nuthatches are scampering up 
and down an ash tree calling.  Woodpigeons are flying all 
ways.  Stop at the cross roads.  A sparrowhawk skims 
the roof of Honey Cottage. On past the Strattons' house - 
still a lot of blue tits. Shall I go to the pub or take a look in 
the churchyard?  Not many birds in the pub (well, not 
feathered) so churchyard it is.  On the left just inside the 
lych gate a tawny owl sits on a post sunning itself and I 
manage to get some good photos.  The owl takes no 
notice of a pair of noisy goldfinches. A great spotted 
woodpecker is drumming away on a tree over by the 
river. The deep call of a carrion crow can be heard in the 
distance. Plenty of rooks flying around with sticks in their 
beaks nest building.  Back up the road to the crossroads. 
 
There seems to be a jackdaw looking down every 
chimney.  On to the first bridge - mallard and a little 
grebe.  On to the next bridge - a flock of long tailed tits, 
two male chaffinches fighting on the road and three jays 
having a good old ding dong in a tree. Must mean the 
breeding season is just around the corner. Further down 
the road a kestrel sits high in a tree. A pair of magpies is 
busy looking for somewhere to nest. Five greenfinches 
fly out of the beech hedge beside me. On to the bridge at 
Mill Lane - a robin is singing and a wren flies low over the 
river.  Up Nuns Walk two brimstones and a tortoiseshell 
butterfly fly along beside me. Over Pig Bridge a blackbird 
on the side of the road is raking the leaves looking for 
food.  Canada and greylag geese, swan, tufted duck, 
moorhen and a coot are in and around the fishing lake. 
On to Lower Mill bridge two buzzards circling on the 
thermals are rising ever higher. Off we go.  A lesser black 
backed gull flies overhead, and there is a pair of coal tits 
in an ash tree. Back to the pony paddock - a pair of 
mistle thrushes. Time to head home.  A collared dove is 
cooing on an aerial.  Back into North Acre and home.  
 
Well I hope you enjoyed our walk through the village.  In 
all we saw 34 different birds, not bad.  
 
The first person to contact me on hearing the cuckoo, 
can have one of my calendars.  Ring 01264720643 or e-
mail chris@chrisbowman.co.uk stating time and date. 
     chris bowman 

 
NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE 

White smoke goes up at Testbourne too as new 
leader named 
I am delighted to be able to inform you that Ruth 
Beasley, currently our Deputy Head, will be Testbourne’s 
new Headteacher from September.  Following a national 
advert, shortlisting and three demanding days of 
activities and interviews, the governors, supported by 
Local Authority Advisors, decided Mrs Beasley was the 
best person for the job, a decision I wholeheartedly 
endorse.  Ruth has played a significant part in all that we 
have achieved and which led to us being judged an 
“outstanding” school; she herself is an outstanding 

teacher and understands what makes Testbourne tick 
and the special spirit of our school.  She will provide 
valuable continuity, protecting what we value, but also 
leading the school forward to exciting times ahead in her 
own right.  I will be able to leave secure in the knowledge 
that the school will be in extremely safe hands and be 
very proud to hand over the Testbourne baton to her 
when the time comes - but not quite yet! 
 
Strictly Testbourne meets Comic Relief 
The final day of interviews was the epitome of “the 
sublime to the ridiculous”, coinciding as it did with Red 
Nose Day. We always have fun but this year our 
fundraising had an added touch of celebrity, with “Strictly 
Come Dancing” star Anton Du Beke joining us as Head 
Judge for our “Testbourne Talent for Comic Relief” 
lunchtime show.  Everyone pulled out the stops to make 
it probably our best ever- from the paying audience to the 
talented performers and crew, as well as the staff band 
and dance group “Which Direction?!”, who had the 
excuse of “doing something funny for money” however it 
turned out! 
 
Students and staff had already been pretty silly earlier in 
the week, with students pipping staff by just one goal in 
the netball Grudge Match and then whipping up a storm 
in the Red Nose Bake Off, with teacher/pupil pair Mrs 
Taylor from Art and Head Girl Mia Bright walking off with 
the prize of a copy of the Great British Bake Off 
Cookbook personally signed by Mel and Sue.  
As well as being silly there has been a lot of hard work 
going on, with Y11 fast approaching their final exams but 
as they say, “all work and no play….." 
With our best wishes for a joyful Easter. 
   Hilary Jackson, Headteacher 
 

May Fayre 
Saturday 11th May from 12 – 3 pm 

at Longparish School 

Donations are needed for the following stalls and 

would be very gratefully received: 

Plants  Gorgeous Gifts Books 

Toys  Cakes 

Quality Childrens Clothing & School Uniform 

 

Donations may be left outside the school 

reception from 3rd May. 

Cakes and Plants can be delivered on the day. 

Please call Claire Arnold regarding any plants 

that need collecting on 0771 571 7511. 

 

If you are a seller requiring a stall on the day, or 

for any other enquiries please contact 

Mandy Goldsmith on 07714 122 017. 
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
St Nicholas, Longparish 

 
Please come and support your parish church at the 
APCM after the Family Service on Sunday 21 April 
at 9.30. 
 
There will be reports on church activities during 
2012, the election of Churchwardens and PCC 
(Parochial Church Council) members and 
refreshments. 
 
All are welcome to attend.  John Young 
 

Longparish Fête 
Longparish Fête will be on Saturday, 7 September, and it 
promises to be yet another rip-roaring affair.   Performers 
are still being lined up but Mr. Punch will be there as well 
as Juggling Jake and his circus workshop, Andover Town 
Band and the ever-popular village fun dog show. We will 
have all our popular stalls and refreshments including a 
BBQ, beer tent and Pimms bar. Dave West will be on 
hand with his fast draw. 
 
The fête will run from 12 noon to 4pm on the Cricket 
Ground, courtesy of the Middleton Estate, Richard Wills 
and the Longparish Cricket Club. Entry is free for 
pedestrians. Car parking is £2 including passengers. 
Donations are very welcome for the prize draw. The 
bubbly is already on ice for the regular champagne 
draws! 
 
The fête cannot succeed without volunteers. We need 
helpers for a range of tasks such as car parking, running 
stalls, helping with teas etc. We also need plenty of 
people to erect tents on Friday, 6 September and to 
demolish them after the fête. Many hands make light 
work and new volunteers will be warmly welcomed! 
We will soon be putting out appeals for books, CDs,    
bric à brac, produce and so on.  
 
The proceeds of the fête go to two great village assets, 
the village hall and our historic 12th century, Grade 1 
listed church. 
 
The fête is being organised by Cathy and Henry Yelf 
(01264 720790) and David and Laura Wearn (01264 
720086). Please call to volunteer and help maintain our 
title as “best fete in Hampshire”.  

 
Museum of Army Flying 

The Museum is looking for enthusiastic, outgoing 
individuals with an interest in museums and history to 
work as tour guides at the museum in a voluntary 
capacity.  The job involves helping visitors to enjoy the 
museum by giving information and talks and by taking 
groups round the collections.  Some experience in this 
type of work is desirable. 
 
If you are interested please contact Rebecca Clay, 
Marketing and Audience Development Manager at the 
Museum of Army Flying, Middle Wallop, Stockbridge 
SO20 8DY Tel. 01264 784421 

St Nicholas Pageant 
 

Have you still got Saturday June 15th free? Good, 
because we are making progress towards our 
involvement of the school, the village and musicians from 
the area in our special celebration. The choir is 
rehearsing enthusiastically!  Our aim is especially to give 
the children a great musical and dramatic experience in 
which they can share and also, as a legacy of that, to 
raise money for music-making in the school. 
 
Can you help, please?  We are still looking for grants 
and contributions to the costs as we hope all donations 
will benefit the school. We are not planning to charge for 
tickets but are issuing them so that we may know how 
many will be attending and are offering first-comers the 
guarantee of a seat in the church when we move from 
the school field to the church and in the case of wet 
weather we hope the use of our limited shelter. Publicity 
will be appearing soon and you will see that we shall be 
asking you to bring your own seating for the field. We 
have new music written by June Boyce-Tillman and 
David W.Hughes as well as some reworking of old 
favourites. We also shall be resurrecting the Longparish 
Mummers Play.  
Tickets will be available from: revhemm@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Longparish Playgroup 

For the children at Longparish Playgroup, February and 
March have been full of fun!  In February, leading up to 
Lent, they were lucky enough to celebrate the Danish 
festival of Fastelavan, with the help of Emma and her 
mum Jeanette.  The festival traditionally celebrates the 
days before Lent and now is much more like Hallowe'en 
with children dressing up, eating homemade Fastelavan 
buns and signing songs.  To get in the festive mood the 
children decorated some twigs with ribbons, paper and 
flowers and made their own crowns.  The celebrations 
ended with all the children trying to hit the piñata to 
release the sweets! 
 
With the help of David's mother, Laura, the following day 
the children were able to compare their Fastelavan 
experience with the more British tradition of pancake 
making. They took part in pancake races on Shrove 
Tuesday, balancing their pancakes precariously on small 
frying pans as they ran across the school field.  You may 
have heard the cheers from the excited children and 
parents! 
 
In early March the children treated their mothers to a 
lovely Mother's Day coffee morning and presented them 
with their beautiful, individually made spring posies.  The 
following week the children took their annual lambing trip 
to a farm near Ludgershall and were lucky enough to 
witness the birth of twins and also had the chance to 
bottle feed some lambs. 
 
During the summer term we will be helping the children 
to learn more about the people in our community.  Are 
you interested in being involved? If you enjoy reading, 
gardening, crafts, sewing, cooking with children or you 
would like to come and play, then please give us a ring.  
It can be a one off visit or if you enjoy it we could arrange 
more regular visits.   Claire Nash 
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Mike’s Marathon world record bid 
Mike Ellicock holds the course record for the L2SOTM.  
Now he’s going for something harder.  Running a 
marathon is hard.  Running a marathon with a 40lb pack 
is very hard.  Breaking the World Record for running a 
marathon with a 40lb pack is about as hard as you can 
get.  That’s what Mike Ellicock plans to do in London on 
21st April. 
Mike came to Longparish as a 
12 year old with his parents John 
and Wendy.  His grandparents 
Jack and Dorothy also live in the 
village.  Jack was a runner for 
over 80 years and has been an 
inspiration to runners in our 
second Sunday race. 
The story behind Mike’s record 
attempt is another inspiration.  In 
September 2000, he was a 
platoon commander in A Coy 1 
Para on ‘Operation Barras’, the 
Special Forces Operation to rescue the British hostages 
held by rebels in the jungle of Sierra Leone.  Wendy 
received a telephone call no soldier’s mother wants from 
the adjutant, “We have rescued the hostages, but one 
man is dead and 11 wounded.  I am sorry but Mike is the 
worst of the 11 wounded.”  She asked if he was fighting 
for his life.  “We know he has been lifted from the 
battlefield but nothing more.”. 

Two hours later, just before he went into the operating 
theatre for the second time, Mike had unofficially got hold 
of a satellite phone, and rang home with the message: 
“Tell Dad, I will run again.”  And run again he has.  As 
part of his training Mike has run three ten mile cross 
country races with pack (tabbing as the paras call it) 
against hundreds of serving and former paras and won 
them all.  
Mike was fortunate, without the rapid casualty evacuation 
he would have bled to death.  Others in his platoon were 
permanently damaged and discharged from the Army.  
Since then many more members of The Parachute 
Regiment and Airborne Forces have been killed or 
wounded.  Mike is attempting the ultimate TAB to raise 
funds (his target is £75,000) for The Parachute Regiment 
Charity in aid of those who did not share his good luck 
and will need support for many, many years to come. 

I supported Mike and John on the 125 mile Devizes to 
Westminster canoe race so I know him to be an excellent 
all-round athlete.  His times for the Para 10 series show 
that he has a good chance of breaking the current world 
record of 3hrs 42mins.  Mike says, “It will undoubtedly be 
a tough call - but not as tough as that of the comrades 
and the families of comrades for whom I am running.” 

To help and to see more of Mike’s story please visit 
www.paracharity.org  or contact John (720386) or me 
(720459).    Jeremy Barber  

 
Longparish Cricket Club  
Sponsored by Barker, Son & Isherwood, Solicitors 

Longparish Cricket Club’s run of success 
indoors continues.  Having taken the 

Winchester and District indoor top division title for the 
first time in the club’s history, Longparish U16 finished 

runners up in the Winchester & District U16 league 
following narrow defeat in a winner takes all tie with 
Fairoak U16.  Longparish U15 closed their North 
Hampshire indoor league campaign with a win over Hook 
U16 that saw them finish runners up to Alton U16.  In the 
North Hampshire senior leagues all three Longparish 
sides face play offs, Justin Jackman’s Longparish 
Lappas and Paul Blackmore’s Longparish Longhops for 
promotion from division three and division one 
respectively, while William de Cani’s Longparish 
Lightweights must play off with the mighty Hook 
Hammers for the North Hampshire Premier League title.  
 
The Longparish Colts have been training indoors for 
some weeks now in readiness for the outdoor season 
where Longparish will be fielding U11, U13 and U15 
sides in the Winchester and District leagues. Fixtures, 
training times and contact details for anyone wishing to 
join Longparish CC can all be found on the club website 
www.longparishcc.co.uk  
 
Preparations are underway at the ground for breakout of 
cricket outdoors. The new artificial wicket appears to 
have bedded in nicely and autumn work on the square 
seems to have paid dividends. A new sight screen has 
been purchased to replace the iron leviathan at the south 
west end of the ground, and a mobile net cage is on the 
way to enable the new artificial wicket to be used as a 
third net on training nights. Unfortunately one door on the 
mower shed has been vandalised which will take a bit of 
fixing once heads have been sufficiently scratched, and 
rabbits appear to be resurgent around the ground. 
 
The Longparish CC AGM passed off without any real 
incident.  The usual suspects were re-elected to the roles 
to which they have become accustomed and pop and 
crisps were eagerly devoured as Chairman Martin 
Bearpark picked over the bones of the season just past. 
Special mention was made of Ken Ball and the new 
electronic scorebox is to be named the “Ken Ball 
Scorebox” in recognition of the huge contribution Ken 
made to Longparish Cricket throughout his life. 
 
100 Club February draw results 
£35  Peter Herbert   
£15  Stuart Bonathan   
£15  Nick Dawnay 
     Chris de Cani 

 
Thanks from Mrs Oliver 

I do not wish to string my retirement out any longer but 
do feel the need to say a thank you, through the 
magazine. I had a most enjoyable last few days at 
Longparish School. Whoever thought that I would have 
put in 26 years?  I guess the first 5 were the hardest and 
I did not appreciate an alarm call at 1.45am many years 
ago. It is the past now and I hope my husband and I have 
a few years to have some fun! 
 
Thank you to all connected to the School who helped 
towards a wonderful send off and a special thank you to 
the Governors - your kind words meant a lot - and to Mrs. 
Foggo who I thank so much for making the last few days 
so memorable. All the teachers have more minutes to a 
day now I am no longer there to chat.        Kay Oliver.
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Longparish Cricket Ground showing the Ken Ball Scorebox 

 and the reason the planned preparation for the new season had to be cancelled on 23 March 
 

 
Pat Burke and family at the 2012 fête  

New taller telegraph posts                
 

 
Working party on the school trees - Jeremy and Maggie Barber, Graham Darrah and Paul Knipe. 


