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LCA 

- L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 

Sunday of the Month handicap race 
It was a bright and sunny morning for the April race 
though with a chilly wind.  There was a record field of 37 
runners and no fewer than 21 of them broke their 
handicaps with 8 achieving their best ever times.  Well 
done!   

We welcomed new runners: Les and Sighla Blount, 
Richard Arnold, Danielle King and Ruby Reid.  First 
home and our Rising Star was Pollyanna Reynolds.  Lee 
Gregory was Most Improved Man and Wendy Beveridge 
was Most Improved Woman.   

 

Congratulations also to Alice Evans who celebrated her 
birthday by running the race for the 64th time and thanks 
to Maggie Barber who made a birthday cake. 

Thanks very much to our marshals and timekeepers, also 
to David Gould for putting out the signs and crunching 
the numbers and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 

The next race is on Sunday 8th May starting at the usual 
time of 10am at the Cricket Ground.  It is a handicap race 
so runners of all abilities have a chance to win.  
Everyone is welcome!   

You can see the full results and find more information 
and the entry form in the L2SOTM area of the Longparish 
website 
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/  

 

 

2016 Longparish Fete 
Saturday 10th September at 
the Cricket Ground. 
 
 
 

 

LCA Midsummer Fun Day 

Saturday 25th June 
This biennial event returns for 2016, and offers 
something for everyone.  Don’t miss it! 

Plans are starting to come together to look like this: 

Early:   

Pre-breakfast guided nature walk 

Breakfast at Lower Mill, thanks to Karen-Marie Dinesen 

Later:   

Football tournament on the field 

Pie and Match – Football screening in the village hall 

Cream Teas – Time to relax with a nice cup of tea 

This fantastic day will culminate in an evening Barn 
Dance and Hog Roast organised by and raising funds 
for FoLS. 

Look out for more details and tickets for the events with 
food as they become available. 

 

LCA Longparish Scarecrow Competition 
 

 

The popular scarecrow competition will run throughout 
the Midsummer Fun Weekend – this year’s theme will be 
“Village Life”.  Previous competitions have seen some 
brilliant entries – so it’s time to start some creative 
thinking!  Further details next month. 

 
LCA Coffee Shop - Village Hall 

Friday 13th May 10am-12 noon 
The coffee shop is open on the second 
Friday of the month.  Come along and enjoy 
coffee/tea and cakes whilst chatting to friends old and 
new – all welcome. 

 

Plant Stall - 
School May Fayre 
Saturday 7th May 
We will have lots of plants 
for sale - annuals and 
perennials, as well as young 
plants ready for the 
vegetable garden. Why not 
buy your plants from our 
stall and help raise money 

for the school at the same time? 
 
If you have any plants you would like to donate, then 
either bring them along on the day or you can leave them 
at Tudor Cottage.  Thank you Sylvia Crook 720792 
  

http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/
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LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 

 
MONDAY 23

rd
 MAY   6.00pm 
 

(NB: Not Tuesday - because of Chelsea Flower Show). 
 

Evening visit to three gardens in Stockbridge 
 

We will be visiting three very different gardens in 
Stockbridge SO20 6EX: Old Swan House, Trout Cottage 
and Shepherds House. 

 
Members free, Non-Members £6.00 

**Drinks and plants available for sale** 
 

Please note 6.00pm start.  Parking in High Street where 
two of the gardens are and then a short walk up to 

Winton Hill for Shepherds House. 
 

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 01264 720325 or  
Marion Bell 01264720205 

  

 

Wherwell Singers Summer Concert 
Save the Date! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Wherwell Singers Summer concert will be held on  
Saturday 18th June at 7:30pm, St. Peter & Holy Cross 

Church, Wherwell. Tickets are £8. The concert will 
feature appropriately sunny pieces including sacred and 
secular music by Elgar, Tallis, Byrd, Vaughan Williams, 

Whitacre and much more! 
 

Save the date now to avoid disappointment! For more 
information, please visit the Wherwell Singers website at 
www.wherwellsingers.org, email the Wherwell Singers at 

info@wherwellsingers.org, or call 01264 720529. 
 

 
Mobile Library 
The next visit of the library van 
will be: 
 
Longparish School  
Monday  09.20am to 10.15am 
16th May, 13th June 
 
Acre Stores    
Monday 10.20am to 10.50am 
16th May, 13th June 

 
 

Village Clean Up Day  
About 30 villagers of all ages turned out after a fairly wet 
start to the day - the rain stopped on cue at 10am!  All 
the roads and lanes were litter picked - from the 
Hurstbourne Priors end, through North Acre, Forton up to 
the A303 including the back lanes. Footpaths 14 (spinal 
path) and 48 (to Tracey's Dell) were pruned back, which 
will help maintain them up until early summer.  The 
wooden post and car tyre climbing frame was removed 
from the playground - one of the posts had rotted off - 
and the area made good.  
All in all a very productive day which would not have 
happened without so 
many volunteers - so 
thank you to you 
all.  Also thank you to 
Debbie and Paul at the 
Cricketers Inn for 
providing superb 
refreshments at 
lunchtime.  
 
Village Playground.  
The climbing frame that consisted of 3 wooden posts and 
3 tyres has been removed as one the posts had rotted at 
the base.  This will be replaced in due course.  If you 
would like to be involved with its replacement and further 
improvements to recreational facilities in the village, 
please let me know.  The thoughts and opinions of those 
that use, or would use, the park and football field are 
particularly needed - so please don't be shy!  

James Hillier 
 

Toddler Group 
The Longparish Toddler Group is in urgent need of a new 
leader.  Anna is standing down on 23

rd
 May as her son 

has outgrown the group.  Currently the group meets on 
Monday mornings in term time but it could be a different 
time and day.  If you think you could help please contact 
Anna on 720210 or littleberrie@yahoo.co.uk or Fiona on 
720709 or lca@longparish.org.uk. Thank you. 
 

 
The Queen’s Big Birthday Bash 

A Patriotic Party to Mark the 90
th

 Birthday of 

HM The Queen 

Longparish Village Hall 

Friday 10
th

 June 7.30pm  

Bring your own supper, drinks and  

Union Flags! 

Entertainment provided by   

Longparish Village Choir 

Raffle 

Proceeds to Andover Young Carers 

Tickets £6 each available from Cathy Yelf   

01264 720790 or email cathy.yelf@sky.com 

http://www.wherwellsingers.org/
mailto:littleberrie@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:lca@longparish.org.uk
mailto:cathy.yelf@sky.com
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A Happy Day 
Northacre couple 
Nikki Burris and 
Jamie Plumb 
celebrated their 
wedding with a 
reception at 
Longparish Village 
Hall. Nikki’s mum 
Karen organised hall 
decorations and the 
wedding breakfast for 
the very special 
occasion.  She said 
“We are lucky have 
such fantastic 

facilities on our doorstep. The audio system was 
particularly good.” 

Henry Yelf 

 

LCA - Monday Night at 

the Movies 

Village Hall 

Monday 16th May 
  
Doors open 7.15pm film starts 
7.45pm prompt. 
 

The Lady in the Van 
 
The final part of our ‘strong 
women’ trilogy.  
I’ve been really looking forward to 
seeing this almost true account of 
what is an amazing and 
incredible story.  Starring Maggie 
Smith and based on a play by 
Alan Bennett.  If that doesn’t grab 
your attention - are you, would 

you like to become, or do you find it impossible to resist 
an ‘adorably cantankerous’ woman?  If the answer is yes 
to any of those questions, come and join our friendly 
Monday at the Movies crowd and be truly entertained. 
 
From Rotten Tomatoes… 
 
Maggie Smith is adorably cantankerous in this true story 
of a homeless woman who parked her van in the 
driveway of a playwright’s London home and didn’t leave 
for 15 years.  The Lady in the Van is based on Alan 
Bennett’s play of the same name, inspired by his real-life 
experience with a woman who requested to be 
addressed exclusively as Miss Shepherd.  Nicholas 
Hytner’s film has plenty of hard-earned lessons about 
tolerance, generosity, and kindness.  It features several 
characters who are repulsed by the sight and smell of 
Miss Shepherd but eventually find a soft spot in their 
hearts for her.  
 
Free to LCA Members, join or renew your membership 
for £1.00 on the night. 
 

**Cash Bar available - Donations welcomed** 

DEATH OF THE NILE 
It was conceived during a 
war between rival railway 
companies; building it was 
a battle against the 
elements and in its final 
throes it played a vital role 
in supplying the munitions 
for D Day. The Hurstbourne 
to Fullerton Railway, known as “The Nile”, finally closed 
60 years ago this month on May 28

th
 1956. 

In the 1960s when I was growing up in Forton the 
remains of the line were very much part of the landscape. 
The station, bridges and embankments remained and 
there was plenty of wartime debris in the wood off The 
Middleway.  The junction with the Basingstoke to 
Andover line at Hurstbourne was removed in the 1930s 
but you could still see the cutting where the branch 
curved away, marked by a workmen’s hut.  The station at 
Fullerton, at the other end of the line, was still open when 
we moved to Longparish. I can remember riding the 
diesel trains down from Andover Town past the junction 
and along the River Test to Southampton to visit my 
grandparents. 

The double track line from Hurstbourne to Fullerton 
through Longparish opened in 1885. It was constructed 
by the London and South Western Railway Company to 
provide an alternative route to Southampton.  The aim 
was to counter plans by the rival Great Western Railway 
to reach the port by way of Didcot, Newbury and 
Winchester.  In the end the GWR built their line as well (it 
ran to the east of Longparish between Whitchurch and 
Sutton Scotney).  Gangs of navvies, using picks and 
shovels to dig cuttings and make embankments, built 
railways in those days.  Well over a dozen men died 
during the work; crushed by collapsing chalk banks or 
runaway wagons.  They are buried in local churchyards. 

When the line opened with intermediate stations at 
Wherwell and Longparish, five trains ran between a bay 
platform at Whitchurch and Fullerton. It’s said that Queen 
Victoria liked to travel in the Royal train along the line on 
her way from Windsor to her home on the Isle of Wight 
but others were less keen.  Passenger numbers were 
disappointing and the service was soon cut back with 
steam rail buses and petrol units tried out as an economy 
measure.  In 1927 the line became a film star with storm 
scenes for “The Ghost Train” filmed there, with Andover 
Fire Brigade providing the rain.  Even this brief moment 
of fame wasn’t enough and passenger services were 
withdrawn altogether in July 1931. 

When passenger services ended the line was closed 
from Hurstbourne to Longparish but the link to Fullerton 
was left open for goods.  Agricultural products, wood and 
coal were carried but road lorries soon began to take 
over.  During the Second World War it was used to 
transport 6000 tonnes of bombs from 500 pounders to 
blockbusters which were stored by the RAF in Harewood 
Forest in the run up to D day.  Afterwards it took 8 years 
to clear the left over munitions, which were taken out by 
two trains a week and dumped in the sea.  

The last goods train to Longparish ran on 28th May 1956 
and consisted of two wagons of steel and one of coal. 
The rails were lifted by 1960 and the stations sold for 
housing.     Ed Goodridge, 2016 
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Longparish Playgroup 

Spring has most definitely sprung at Playgroup - the sun 
is out, the birds are singing and the children are enjoying 
all the wonderful new resources, following our revamp 
over the Easter holidays.  THANK YOU to all those who 
helped; your time and efforts have made a big difference. 

It was lovely to welcome so many of you to our open 
morning, which was very well attended. But if you weren't 
able to join us and would like to come and see the 
improvements for yourself, please contact us on 01264 
720455 and come and play. 

The children are getting very excited at the prospect of 
our annual sponsored walk on Sunday 24th April and 
we have been in training, doing several nature walks. 
They have taken lots photos while on the lookout for 
interesting things. We have also welcomed 10 
caterpillars to join our 'froglets' and now have a bird 
nesting in our box, which we are watching on our 'nest 
cam'. 

We are also helping the RHS with a research project by 
planting some Space Seeds. These are rocket seeds that 
accompanied Tim Peak into space. We will report back 
on our findings. 

Finally, a call out to all Mums and Dads - we are looking 
for volunteers to help with our stalls at the May Fayre on 
Saturday 7th May. This is a really important event to 
help raise funds for the school and playgroup and it 
cannot run without your support. If you can help on the 
day, even for just an hour or two it makes a difference. 
So lookout for the volunteer board that will be going up 
shortly where you can sign up to help. 

 

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) 

May Fayre  
Saturday 7th May  
Longparish School    
12 noon – 3pm 

A fun afternoon for the whole family: 

Grand Draw first prize is £100!  Plus many 
more prizes. Pony Rides, Bouncy Castle, 
Tombola, Face Painting, Plant Stall, Cake Stall 
and many more… 

How can you help? 

There are several ways you can help us to make the 
event a success: 

Volunteer 

We need people to help put up tents and gazebos from 
6pm on Friday 6th May and set up and pack up on the 
day.  We also need people to help run the 
stalls.  Please let us know if you can help. 

Bake  

Could you bake a cake that we could sell on the 
popular cake stall?  Either drop your cake off on 
the day or contact us to arrange for it to be collected. 

Donate 

 Fill a Lucky Jar – find an empty jar and fill it with 
items that would appeal to a child.  Be creative! 

 Chocolate for the chocolate raffle 

 Gorgeous gifts or Bric-a-Brac 

 Quality toys or books 

 Plants 

 Raffle prizes – either from you, or 
from the company you work for  

 Lend a gazebo – to help protect our stalls from 
inclement weather 

Please bring items to school on Friday 6th May or by 
10.30am on the morning of the Fayre.  

To arrange collection contact Penny Billingham on 
720226 or Laura Harding on 720298. 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to 
seeing you at there.  

We would also like to say thank you to all those who 
have already offered their time or donations to the event.  
Thank you to the following organisations/individuals who 
have provided donations:- 

Andover Leisure Centre, Back on Track, Becky’s 
Beezzzs, Bere Mill Meats, Burlison Photography, Copper 
Kettle, Finkley Farm Park, Garden Inn, Herbalife, House 
and Hound, K & H Falconry, Kick About (Andover Leisure 
Centre), The Lights, Little Bou, Milestones, Owls Lodge 
Shooting School, The Petal Boutique, Phoenix Cards, 
Portsmouth FC, Riverpark and Meadowside Leisure 
Centre, Salisbury Leisure Centre (Five Rivers), Hillier’s 
Nursery, Southern Sports Limited, Sylvanian Families, 
Up the Garden Path, Vitacress, Whitchurch Silk Mill, 
Twinings Tea. 

FoLS 100 Club Draw 
Sylvia Crook £20 
Caroline Butler £10 
And Lizzie Gairdner (again!) with £5  

NEWS FROM TESTBOURNE 

If you visit the school you will see that our 
bus bay area is currently under 
development.  This is part of the works 
that was agreed when the area of land 
behind the Sports Hall was sold to Metis 
Homes.  We are looking forward to the completion of this 
work later this month when we will have a better 
organised and safer bus bay area. 

We are also pleased to report that the repair of the 
swimming pool is now complete.  We are hoping for a 
good summer so that both school and community get a 
lot of use from it.  We look forward to seeing many 
youngsters and adults benefitting from its opening.   

Some excellent news this week; we received notification 
from the Incorporated Society of Musicians that 
Testbourne has been recognised as one of the top 10% 
of schools nationally in GCSE Music.  This is an excellent 
achievement and much credit should go to Ryan Lester, 
Head of Performing Arts who provides our students with 
such a fabulous experience in Music. 

Leavers’ assembly is on 27
th
 May and we wish all our 

Year 11s the best of luck in the forthcoming GCSE 
examinations.  Ruth Beasley Headteacher 
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The Hon. Mrs Elizabeth Anne Wills  
6th July 1939 - 16th January 2016 
 
St Nicholas’ Church, Longparish was full 
with extra seating allowing 
200 people to attend the 
thanksgiving service for 
Elizabeth Wills on 
Wednesday 6

th
 April. 

Elizabeth had moved to 
the area after her 
marriage to Captain Andrew Arnold 
Lyon Wills in St Margaret’s, 
Westminster in 1961. After living at 
Bransbury they moved to Middleton House in 1966 and 
had just moved to Gavelacre before his untimely death in 
1998.  They were both involved in the local community 
and she was both a governor and clerk to the governors 
at Longparish School.  Her funeral had already taken 
place earlier in January and another thanksgiving service 
was held in Scotland. 

The Reverend Terry E Hemming and the Vicar, 
Reverend Craig Marshall led the service.  Mrs Susan 
Urquhart sang Michal Lorenc’s ‘Ave Maria’ accompanied 
by the organist, Mr David Blake. 

Elizabeth’s son Alexander, granddaughter Anna and her 
daughter Tessa, all read.  Tributes were paid to Elizabeth 
from Terry Hemming relating to her activities in the local 
community and from her elder son, Richard Wills, relating 
to her family life and her stalking and fishing 
achievements along with her love of Scotland.   

A collection for a memorial for her in Applecross, 
Scotland was taken.  In his address, Richard Wills read a 
poem he had written in response to his mother’s death. 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

An Ode to Mum 
We give thanks for her love, her guidance, her life 

Her no nonsense approach, her practical side 
Her varied talents ‘n skills that existed by the score 

And we, her children, could ask for no more 
 

With her dogs named after islands near Applecross 
Reflect a great love of both that will never be lost 

And although she won’t travel o’er the Bealach again 
Her spirit will be there in River, Hill and Glen 

 
The cocktail of her life could be described thus 

The no nonsense as mentioned and four parts no fuss 
Three parts pragmatic and add a dash of wry grin 

Stoicism, dry humour and just occasional sin 
 

Hospitable, kind and generous are her traits I will follow 
This afternoon, this evening and into tomorrow 

Our lode star has dimmed and fallen deep into night 
But in our minds eye it’s still burning bright 

 
All the salmon and sea trout now heave sighs of relief 
The roe deer are coming out from undercover of leaf 
However for her earthly pursuits can’t now be found 

For she is with our Father in his hunting ground 
 

RAW 18.01.16 

Praise Indeed 
The recently installed ‘Four Seasons’ stained glass 
window in St. Nicholas Church, Longparish has met with 
high praise judging from the church’s visitor’s book. 
But a comment left by a visitor to the church from Liss on 
March 18

th
 tops them all. 

The visitor wrote “I have been to over 6,000 parish 
churches and your window the four seasons is one of the 
most beautiful I have ever seen.” 
The new window celebrates the 250 year association 
between the Woodcock family and St. Nicholas Church. 

 
BIRDS OF LONGPARISH:  

LESSER REDPOLL 

 
 
The lesser redpoll is becoming a regular visitor to the bird 
table; it is very fond of Niger seeds.  This winter three 
have been visiting bird tables in North Acre and beyond. 
It’s a small bird about the same size as a goldfinch, if not 
a tad smaller.  They have a wingspan of 21- 22.5cm.  
The plumage is streaked brown above, buff below, 
usually with streaked flanks, a red forehead and a small 
black bib.  The male has a pale pinkish-red throat and 
breast, which become brighter in the breeding season.  
They have close relatives in the mealy, greenland and 
the arctic redpolls.   

The redpoll is mainly a winter visitor from Western 
Europe, but there are small pockets of them nesting 
here.  The nest is in a shrub or tree, at varying heights, 
made from twigs of spruce, birch, stalks and leaf stems.  
The inner is of roots, grass, moss, flower heads and 
leaves, thickly lined with plant down, hair, wool and 
feathers. 4-6 eggs are laid in late May to early June; 
smooth, bluish-white to pale blue-green with variable rust 
red blotches and violet-pink scrawls.  Incubated for 10-12 
days the chicks fledge in 10-14 days, which is quick from 
hatching to fledging - 24 days.  The redpoll favours small 
seeds like birch or alder and invertebrates in the 
breeding season. 

The summer arrivals are starting to appear.  I saw my 
first swallow on 3rd April, one day earlier than last year, 
my first house martin on the 12

th
, 8 days later than last 

year and the cuckoo, here in Longparish on 15
th
 April.  

The great grey shrike is still at Cutty Brow and a redstart 
also made a short appearance there.   Chris Bowman 

 
Picture by deansfamily 
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Longparish Parish Council 
Report from Meeting Held on  

11th April at 8pm 
Planning 
The Council had no objection to:  

 Tree work at 1 The Withies, Middleton. 

 Tree work at Forton House, Forton. 
The Council objected to: 

 Retrospective application for entrance gates and 
wall to front boundary at River Cottage, Forton. 

Other Planning Matters  
The Council’s objections to the erection of a barn at Testwood 
Trout Farm had been aired at a meeting of the Northern Area 
Planning Committee, but approval had been granted, because 
of the limited restrictions on agricultural development.  The 
Council noted that temporary (for one year) permission had 
also been granted for the retention of a mobile home at the 
site, and would again pursue its removal when the permission 
expired. 

Open Spaces 
The Open Spaces Working Party had reviewed the budget for 
the following year, and discussed the emplacement of two 
new kissing gates and plans for development at the 
playground.  Priorities for the forthcoming Village Clean-Up 
Day were also considered.  The bin that had disappeared in 
Mill Lane would be replaced by TVBC. The Council discussed 
the unfortunate accident that had happened at the 
roundabout on the children’s playground, and noted that the 
annual ROSPA safety inspection would be taking place in May. 

Highways 
The Council continued its discussion on ways of improving 
driver behaviour in the village – to reduce speeding, the 
endangerment of pedestrians and cyclists and so on.  
Investigations into vehicle-activated signs would continue, but 
other suggestions were put forward such as white lines 
defining pedestrian walkways.  The Council would welcome 
the views of all parishioners on this subject. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting, which will be the Annual 
Meeting, will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 11

th
 May in the 

Village Hall.  Parish Council meetings are public, and 
parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda 
items by prior arrangement with the Chairman – Jonathan 
Frere (tel:  720574, or email:  clerk@longparish.org.uk). 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall on 
Monday 11th April at 7pm.  This was an opportunity for those 
living in the village to hear from the Parish Council - and other 
organisations such as the Village Hall Committee, the 
Longparish Community Association, the School and the 
Playgroup - about what had been happening over the past 
year.  In addition, there was the chance at the end of the 
meeting to raise issues in an Open Forum.  Attendance was, 
again, disappointing, and villagers are encouraged to take 
advantage of this opportunity once a year to discuss issues 
concerning them about life in the community in a broader 
forum.  Minutes from the meeting and the details of individual 
reports will be available on the Longparish website after the 
May meeting of the Parish Council. 

Longparish Cricket Club 
New nets are up (thank you Harry Martin for 
running all that way to raise the money) and 
fresh boundary ropes have been purchased. A 
tablet has also been purchased, not to ease Barry's knees as 
he runs in to bowl, but to operate the electronic scoreboard.  
One day this tablet will also talk to the club website and 
provide a "Live Scoreboard Feed".  It will also save a lot of 
paperwork but it all seems a long way from hanging tins on 
nails; although they remain a welcome low tech Plan B when 
the magical Bluetooth pixies fail to fulfil their role. 

Longparish's preparations for the outdoor season were 
seriously affected by the weather with several pre-season 
friendlies lost to the rain.  Hampshire League campaigns for 
the three senior sides begin on May 7th, with the National 
Village Knockout tie against SPL side Tichborne Park on May 
1st.  Midweek 20/20 cricket is up and running on Wednesdays 
with Longparish once again chasing the title in the Winchester 
& District top division.  The Colts' season is a short one and is 
already underway, with midweek training and weekend 
matches well attended and supported.  Results, fixtures and 
details of how to get involved with cricket at Longparish can 
be found at www.longparishcc.co.uk.  All support welcome on 
any match day, it can be a fun place to lose an hour! 

Longparish CC is pleased to announce a new sponsorship deal 
for 2016 and would like to thank Floatron  
(www.floatron.co.uk) for their generous support.   

Thank you once again to the gang from Lloyds TSB who gave 
up a day in the office to paint the pavilion, sightscreens and 
score board; it is much appreciated! 

Thank you also to Waitrose for selecting Longparish as one of 
their "Waitrose Community Matters" beneficiaries, and thank 
you to all who put a green token in the LCC box at the 
Longstock Nursery.  

LCC Hundred Club Draw 

£35  Georgina Bonathan     £15 Peter Herbert    £15  
George Lloyd 

Bells Ring out for Her Majesty the Queen 
Churches around the country were asked to ring the bells in 
celebration of our Her Majesty's the Queen’s 90th birthday on 
21st April.  Bell-ringers from Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish 
and St. Mary Bourne came together to mark the occasion.  At 
12noon we rang at Hurstbourne Priors and rang Rounds, 
Queens and Call Changes. Hurstbourne Priors have a beautiful 
peal of eight bells and they rang joyfully throughout the 
village.  We then drove on down to Longparish and rang again 
to make sure everybody could join in the celebration - we 
hope the children at the local school enjoyed the bell ringing 
too!  St. Mary Bourne rang a quarter peal before service on 
Sunday 24

th
. 

We would like to thank Ken, Carol, Eve and Brian from St. 
Mary Bourne, Helen from Hurstbourne Priors and Georgi, Jen 
and Peter from Longparish.  Congratulations to Hew and 
Karen Morrison who heard about the birth of their first 
grandchild, a little girl, whilst the bells were ringing at 
Longparish.  We hope you enjoyed the bells and would invite 
anyone interested, who would like to try bell-ringing, to join 
us, for a fun and challenging time and also to make friends. 
     Peter Hull 

mailto:clerk@longparish.org.uk

