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LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 

Sunday of the Month Handicap Race 
 
We had some great feedback after the race; "I had a 
wonderful time at my first race today - what a fabulous, 
friendly event. I'm completely new to running (today 
being only the third time ever that I've run 5k) and was 
actually feeling a little nervous, but I thoroughly enjoyed 
it. I will definitely be back.  Please pass on my thanks to 
all involved." 
 
It was a beautiful, sunny morning for the February race. 
We had 36 runners, only one short of the all-time record, 
and ranging in age from 9 to 78. 
 
We welcomed new runners Michelle Homes, Ellie Hill, 
Wojtek Majka and Amanda Whatley and welcomed back 
Lulu Hibbert and Jack Dundas after long absences.  Both 
had clearly been practising while they were away as Lulu 
broke her handicap by over 6 minutes to become our 
Rising Star and Jack broke his by over 4 minutes to 
become Most Improved Man.  Lucy Finlay was our Most 
Improved Woman and all three, together with Paul 
Fielding, Amber Ridge and Pollyanna Reynolds had 
personal best times.  Well done! 

 
Thanks very much to Maggie Barber, Jack Dundas, 
Sophie and Lulu Hibbert for marshalling, to Victoria 
Blewitt and Jim Dundas for delicious cakes, to David 
Gould for doing the signs and crunching the 
numbers and to the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 
 
Our next race is on Sunday 11th March starting at the 
usual time of 10am at the Cricket Ground. Everyone is 
welcome especially volunteers to help (full training 
provided). If you'd like to run it is a handicap race so 
people of all abilities have a chance to win.  
 
You can see the full results and photos and find more 
information and the entry form in the L2SOTM area of the 
Longparish website. 

  

 

LCA Coffee Shop 

Friday 9th March  

10am-noon 
The LCA Coffee Shop in the 
village hall is open on the second 

Friday of the month.   

**Everyone Welcome** 

 
 

 

LCA – Tuesday 

Talks 
A large audience was 
privileged to listen to 
“Wooders and 
Blowers” in February, 
when John 

Woodcock and Henry Blofeld regaled us with 
cricketing anecdotes. Many thanks to Henry 
Yelf for organising this unique event. 

Last talk of the winter season: 

Tuesday 13th March: Preserving the Fabric at 
Whitchurch Silk Mill – Christine Beresford will 
show us how to spend £2 million on a 200 year 
old building of national significance. 

Tuesday Talks start at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall. Doors open at 7pm. Admission is free but 
a donation is welcome to offset the cost of 
hiring the Village Hall. There is a cash bar. 

 

 

 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

Longparish Village Hall 

Tuesday 27th March at 7pm 

Marina Christopher of Phoenix Perennial Plants 

“Propagation the Phoenix Way” 

Longparish Gardening Club members Free  
(Visitors very welcome £5.00) 

Any queries to Rosie Lowry 
rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com or 01264 

720325 or Marion Bell 01264 720205 

 

mailto:rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com
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Wooders and Blowers  - Down 
Memory Lane 
 

An audience of 170 people gathered in St 
Nicholas Church Longparish on Tuesday 13th 
February for a hugely entertaining evening 
listening to John Woodcock and Henry Blofeld 
reminiscing about their days on test cricket 
tours abroad. 
 
John (the Sage of Longparish) Woodcock OBE, 
who was born in the village in 1926, was the 
cricket correspondent of The Times for most of 
his career and also editor of Wisden. He had 
been awarded Blues for hockey at Oxford in 
1946 and 1947 but his great love was cricket 
and his first paid assignment was as a 
cameraman for the BBC on the 1950/51 Ashes 
tour of Australia. 
 
Henry (My Dear Old Things) Blofeld OBE 
played cricket for Cambridge in 1956 and 1957 
and was awarded a Blue. Having started his 
career in merchant banking he switched to his 
love, cricket. His first real break into cricket 
journalism came when John recommended him 
to his editor at The Times. He remained as a 
print journalist until 1972 and then switched to 
radio as a commentator on Test Match Special 
until he retired last year. 
 

        
 
 
 
Assisted by photos and old film as prompts, 
they took us through a cascade of amusing 
stories and anecdotes, including their journey to 
join up with the Indian Test Tour in 1976/77 in 
an old Rolls Royce belonging to a friend.  They 
travelled through Europe, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and finally India. Jim (EW) Swanton 
had recommended to the BBC that for the first 
time a film cameraman should be sent to 
Australia for the 1950/51 Test series. John was 
equipped with the 35mm camera and 20,000 

feet of film providing somewhat delayed filmed 
sequences of the test matches.  
 

        
 
 
In the fifties the Test team travelled out to their 
destinations by sea and the party included the 
journalists. John and Henry commented rather 
sadly that in those days the journalists were 
very close to the cricketers and became great 
friends but now there is a glass wall between 
the two professions and no close contact is 
made. The ‘red top’ newspapers tend only to 
send journalists to pick up tittle-tattle on team  
behaviour.  The team dressing room is now well 
populated by wives, girlfriends and babies! 
 

They both told us that their favourite 
commentator had been John Arlott, whose son 
Tim was in the audience and their favourite 
cricketer was Denis Compton. 
 

Henry Blofeld is a patron of The Macular 
Society, an Andover based national charity 
which funds research and supports people with 
macular degeneration. The condition is the 
largest cause of blindness in the western world.  
The evening was given by John and Henry in 
aid of the Society and raised over £2,000. We 
were all most grateful for their time and the 
entertainment given by these two titans of the 
cricket world. 
 

  

 

JW with film 
camera 1950 

HB as a young 
cricketer 

   Henry and John with the Rolls Royce 1976 

 
John and 
Henry 
reminiscing 
and 
entertaining 
us 
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Farewell to Terry and Ruth Hemming 
St Nicholas Church was packed on Sunday 4th 
February for a farewell Evensong to mark the 
retirement of Terry and Ruth Hemming.  The 
congregation, represented by just about every age 
group, lent their voices to the hymns whilst the 
choral liturgy was sung by the superb Longparish 
choir and other local choristers.  Our vicar Craig led 
the service, whilst Terry himself gave the address. 
Fellow assistant priest Dodie led the prayers, which 
culminated in a very moving blessing for both Terry 
and Ruth. The overwhelming turnout was in itself a 
fitting tribute to the ministry of Terry and Ruth and a 
measure of how much they are appreciated as they 
move into a much-deserved retirement.   
 

The clergy from left to right are the Rev’d Richard Sutcliffe, the Rev’d 
Canon Martin Coppen, the Rev’d Terry Hemming, the Rev’d Craig 
Marshall, the Rev’d Canon Caroline Baston, the Rev’d Dodie Marsden 
and Jonathan Evans, Ordinand. 
 

A quarter peal of ‘Grandsire’ was rung before the 
farewell evensong for Terry and Ruth Hemming. 

 
 
Left to right the ringers were Charles Hunt (Longparish), Mike 
Winterbourne (Master of the Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bell Ringers), Helen Thomas (St Mary Bourne), Roger 
Thomas (Tower Captain, St Mary Bourne), Chris Smith (St Mary 
Bourne), Peter Hull, (Tower Captain, Longparish).  
 
 
 

Thank you! 
We should like to say a big thank you to all who 
helped mark our ending here. The wonderful 
Evensong, which one person leaving described 
accurately as “a cathedral service’, had great music 
with the two talented organists, David Blake and 
Robin Smallwood, and the enhanced Village Choir 
under Mrs Cathy Yelf’s direction. The service, ably 
led by the Rev’d Craig Marshall with Jonathan 
Evans as cantor, Mrs Georgi Leask reading as 
church warden and Rev’d Dodie Marsden leading 
very moving intercessions, was a memorable 
occasion. Then afterwards there were the very 
eloquent farewells given by John Woodcock and 
John Young with the generous gifts, which we both 
look forward to using and spending!  
 
Thank you everyone who came to the service 
and/or the social gathering afterwards and to all 
who have sent messages.  
 
We shall miss you.    Terry & Ruth 

Pints of View! 
Relaxed discussion over a pint or 

two… at the Cricketers from 8pm. 

 
Wednesday 14th March: Topic  
"Eight of the ten commandments 
are prohibitive.  Shouldn’t our 

moral imperatives be positive rather than negative? 
Suggest 10 encouraging commandments” 
Wednesday 11th April: Should we have collective 
guilt about the British Empire?   

Hope you can join us. 

LCA Midsummer Fun 

Day 

Saturday 23rd June  

A full day of activities, fun 
and food. More details as we get nearer the time, 
but please note the date in your diaries

Smooth Movers 
Every Thursday 9.15am -10.15am 
Longparish Village Hall. 
 
Stay fit, healthy and supple with Smooth Movers, led by 
Lauren, a well-qualified and experienced dance 
and fitness instructor. Lauren updates the music and 
routines regularly to make it interesting and keep us on 
our toes! £5 per session. Phone Sarah Harris, 01264 
720437 or just turn up at the village hall on Thursday 
morning. 
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Longparish Little School 
latest news 

 

The children were very excited to come back to Little 
School after their Christmas holidays, and we welcomed 
some new children for the first time, who have settled in 
brilliantly. Throughout January we’ve had a fantastic 
array of games and activities for ‘show and tell’ – the 
children must have been on the ‘good list’ this year! 
Over the last few weeks and continuing into February, 
we’ll be focusing on our ‘Jobs’ project. It’s really captured 
the children’s imaginations and we’ve enjoyed welcoming 
a whole host of different people and professions to Little 
School. 
 

So far we’ve heard from Terry (our Priest) when we 
visited the church for mini-scramblers. We’ve also 
enjoyed quizzing Steve the Postman about what 
happens when you post your letters. Mrs Sykes 
(Teaching Assistant and Mummy) and Laura Thomson 
(Science Teacher and Mummy) spent some time with us 
and the children especially enjoyed the science 
experiments! Vicky the Vet had the children treating all of 
the animal soft toys, while Andover Fire Station visited 
and taught us what to do in an emergency. We’re also 
looking forward to learning about being a florist, a 
television news reporter and recycling!  
 

Alongside our ‘Jobs’ project the children have enjoyed 
trying new sports with Cathy each week – basketball was 
a particular hit this term, and our weekly Music with 
Amanda sessions have had the children making some 
fabulous sounds and stories. 
 

As a special treat this term we were also kindly invited by 
Mrs Graham-Evans (Reception Teacher at Longparish 
School) to have a Circus Skills session in the school hall. 
Jake the Juggler was quite the hit and the children (and 
of course the teachers!) threw themselves into learning 
new circus skills. 
 

This term we want to learn more from the children about 
what they get up to in their own time with their families. 
So we’ve introduced our new soft toy Owl called Callie. 
She’ll be taking turns visiting the children at home and 
she has a notebook so the children can write down what 
they have been up to. We’re confident Callie the Owl will 
have lots of interesting stories to share! 
 

You may have also spotted us last week taking a trip to 
the village shop. It’s a great way for the children to build 
their independence and confidence interacting with 
different people. On this trip they bought some cooking 
ingredients and enjoyed baking some yummy treats 
when back at Little School. 
 

There’s even more coming up! 
In February we celebrated Chinese New Year with the 
children and also flipped pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. 
  

It’s an annual favourite of ours and the children too, so 
on Thursday 1st March be prepared to see some 
wonderful characters on their walk into Little School. We 
will be encouraging the children to come to Little School 
dressed as their favourite book character, to celebrate 
World Book Day! They will also bring their favourite book 
to school to share with the other children. 

Thursday 8th March will see another annual tradition as 
we welcome all those special mummies, nannies, 
aunties, etc to Little School as we celebrate and say 
thank you at our Mother’s Day tea party. There will also 
be some special surprise gifts for the children to give 
out…but ssssshhhhh! 
 

Quiz Night at the Cricketers - one 
not to miss…. 
On Friday 23rd March @ 7pm, we’re really excited to 
host our next Quiz Night.  Everyone is welcome. Teams 
will need 6-8 people each so you can either create your 
own team, or come along and join a team on the night. 
Tickets are £5 per person. You can buy tickets from the 
Little School or the Cricketers pub, or just join us on the 
night.  As an added incentive we’ll be running another 
fabulous raffle with some great prizes on offer. So if you 
fancy a fun and friendly night out, join us at the 
Cricketers for a good giggle and testing of those brain 
cells! 
As a reminder, we have a clothes recycling bin around 
the back of the village hall. Please support our 
fundraising efforts by placing any unwanted clothing 
items in here.  
If you’d like to learn more about Longparish Little School,  
please contact Claire Nash (Little School Manager) on 
01264 720455 or Claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk 
 

Future dates for your diary… 
Easter Half Term - Easter Egg Hunt 
During the Easter Holidays we’ll be placing some 
cardboard eggs around the village for you to hunt. Each 
egg will have a letter - can you spot them and figure out 
the secret word? Entry forms and a map will be on sale 
for £2 at Longparish Little School – and there will be a 
prize for the winner! 
Wednesday 28th March @ 3pm – Jumble Sale, 
Longparish Little School 
Last year’s jumble sale was a real success and a great 
way to clear your toy cupboards. Please drop any jumble 
items to Little School in the days before our jumble sale 
and then come and join us on the day for some great 
bargains! 
Sunday 22nd April @ 10am – Our Sponsored Nature 
walk 
We’ll meet at Little School and from there, walk 
approximately 1 mile through the beautiful Longparish 
countryside. At the end of the walk there will be teas, 
cakes and a prize for the most money raised. A sponsor 
form can be collected from Little School. 
 

Friends of Longparish School (FoLS) 
News 
We had a busy run up to Christmas with selling 
Christmas trees, a Christmas Bazaar at school and 
organising the children’s Christmas party. Thank you to 
Laura Thomson for great science activities with the 
children at the party and to everyone who helped.  We 
then had a School disco in January that the children 
actively participated in and was well attended. 
 
Thank you also to Raymond Brown, who came in and did 
a workshop with the children and are funding cameras for 
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use in school.  The children have designed images, the 
best of which will go on a new Raymond Brown lorry. 
 
We hope you will join us at one of our upcoming events 
that are open to all the community.  Coming up are: 
 

 Taking you back to the 1980s, come and dance the 
night away at our 80s disco on Saturday 3rd March, 
8-11pm. Tickets are £7.50 including glow stick.  
Contact either Laura Harding 720298 or Andrea 
Williams on 07808 165003 for more information and 
to get your tickets.  
 

 Easter Duck Race and Egg Hunt - 25th March – 
Which duck will swim the fastest?  Who will find the 
most eggs? Meet at Upper Mill (near the Cleeves) at 
11am.  Choose your duck in advance for £1 – 
contact Laura Harding on 720298.  A fun event for all 
the family.   

 

 May Fayre – 12th May, 12noon until 3pm – our 
biggest fundraiser of the year.  More details in next 
months Hill and Valley.   

 
As ever, talk to a member of FoLS for more details or 
with any suggestions for events you would like to see. 
Thank you. 
 
 

FoLS 100 Club Winners 
 
January 
Kathleen Manor £20 number 60 
Mr J Woodcock £10 number 48 
Mr Wiseman £5 number 40 
 
February 
Mrs V Elwell £20 number 86 
Mrs K Dinesen £10 number 77 
Mr P Townley £5 number 53 

 
Spring Bulbs & Flowers 
9th – 11th March 2018 

  
A 3-day Botanical Painting Workshop with Ros Franklin 

 
Come and learn this traditional art form, in my beautiful 

studio in Longparish. 
 

Small friendly classes. 
 

Suitable for those with experience, or beginners, alike. 
 

Contact Ros Franklin for more information 
Tel: 01264 720768 

Email: ros_franklin18@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.rosfranklin.co.uk 

 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

I have been asked - Which one has the red spot on 
the back of its head? It’s the male; the female is 
black and young have a red crown.  I know that 
many of you are lucky enough to have woodpeckers 
on your feeders. They are roughly blackbird sized 
with a black crown, white face and cheeks, with a 
red mark on the back of his head, a black back with 
a white bar and white wing bars. The chest and 
belly are white with red under the tail.  It will soon be 
time to hear them drumming (by rapidly pecking a 
tree or post) to attract a mate.  They start nesting in 
April.  A hole is excavated in a tree or post 3-5m 
above ground.  The entrance hole is 5-6cm 
diameter and 25-35cm deep. 4-6 eggs are laid; 
glossy white, incubated for 10-13 days and fledge in 
20-24 days. Their food is mostly insects and grubs 
but they do love peanuts.  They have an unusual 
flight – 3 to 7 wing-beats then they fold their wings, 
a bit like a w – flap, glide, flap. Chris Bowman 

 

3rd Annual Burns 
Supper 
A superb night was enjoyed 
by all who attended the 3rd 
Annual Burns Supper, 
organised by John Findlay.   
 
After the traditional ‘Address 
to the Haggis’, led by Ken 
Scotland and piped in by 
John Jamieson, a lovely 
meal was served and The 
Bursledon Village Band had 
everyone on their feet for the 
Ceilidh. 
 
Thanks go to John Findlay for 
once again planning and 
organising another successful 
event and to Pauline Dale for preparing the lovely meal. 
 

Ken Scotland, John Findlay & 
John Jamieson 
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Andover Foodbank 
Andover Food Bank would welcome your donations.  
Items most in need are: 
 
Food Items 
Fruit Juice - URGENT 
Tinned Fish - URGENT 
Longlife Milk - URGENT 
Tinned Spaghetti 
Tinned Rice pudding 
Packets of Rice (500g or 
1kg) 
Tinned Potatoes 
Tinned tomatoes 
Jars of Pasta Sauce 
Sugar (small packets) 
  
Non Food Items 
Tin Openers – very URGENT! 
Towels 
   

Chocolate egg collection – Easter 2018  
Last year the Andover Foodbank distributed more than 
1000 chocolate eggs to local children and vulnerable 
adults via agencies such as Andover Young Carers, 
Children’s Services, Mencap and Mind. 
You can help us by donating medium sized chocolate 
eggs.  We need the eggs by Friday 16th March 2018 to 
ensure that there is enough time to distribute them to the 
agencies and for each care worker to pass them on 
before the Easter holiday begins. 
  

 

Longparish Parish Council 
Report from Council Meeting Held on 

12th February 
  

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 
archived Longparish website (longparish.org.uk).   

Planning 
After discussion, and following comments from members of 
the public present at the meeting, the Council objected to: 

 Demolition of garage and erection of dwelling at 
The Dial House, Forton. 

The Council noted that permission had been granted for the 
construction of 520 homes at the Picket Twenty extension 
site, but was assured that control of the newly-established 
Harewood Common and land between the estate and the 
Middleway would be vested in TVBC, which should act as a 
constraint on any further development towards Harewood 
Forest.  The Council also resolved to seek further information 
about the plans for the site of the Plough Inn, as there had 
been no action for over a year and, although the building was 
not listed, it was a building of local interest in the 
conservation area appraisal and should therefore be 
considered to be a non-designated heritage asset. 

Open Spaces 
The Council discussed the proposed re-alignment of Footpath 
29 between the spinal path and the main village road, and, 

after discussion, agreed that this was essentially recognition 
of the current use of the informal right of way and that there 
were no grounds for objection.  The state of the surface of the 
Village Hall overflow car park was also discussed, and it was 
agreed that advice would be sought on the best way of 
improving it – permission would, however, be required from 
Middleton Estate, the owner, before any action was taken.  It 
was agreed that the next Village Clean-Up Morning would 
take place on Saturday 21st April starting at 10am, and all 
residents were encouraged to assist. 

Communications 
Options for hosting and maintaining the web-site were 
discussed, and it was agreed that, as this was an important 
facility for the community, the Parish Council should be 
prepared to pay a monthly fee, and further discussions will be 
held with a possible provider.  

Highways 
The Council was concerned about the continuing deterioration 
of the bank of the stream by the Ash Burn Rest, and it was 
agreed that ways of shoring it up and protecting the edge of 
the road as affordably as possible should be investigated. 

Other Matters 
The Council noted that the LCA Midsummer Fun Day would be 
held on Saturday 23rd June, and suggestions for additional 
activities were invited.  The Council had been informed about 
the closure of the public lavatories in George Yard, Andover, 
but was assured that those by the Chantry Centre were not 
affected and that a Community Toilet Scheme was also in 
operation at four commercial premises around the town 
centre. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 12th March in the Village Hall.  Parish Council 
meetings are public, and parishioners are also welcome to 
speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the 
Chairman – Jonathan Frere (tel:  720574, or email:  
clerk@longparish.org.uk). 

 
Longparish Spring Clean Up 
Saturday 21st  
April 
The next big Village 
Clean Up Day is on 
Saturday 21st April at 
10am to 1pm.  
Please meet at the 
playground. Lunch will 
be provided 
afterwards. Volunteers 
please contact James 
Hillier on 720016.  

James Hillier  

Muriel Elizabeth Sudbury   Muriel’s D.O.B was 

incorrectly stated in last month’s magazine as 
August 1923.  It was actually, August 1929.  
Apologies for the error. 

mailto:clerk@longparish.org.uk

