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LONGPARISH              St Nicholas Church 

Parish Council               LONGPARISH 

LONGPARISH COMMUNITY SUPPORT during 

the Coronavirus Outbreak 

Thank you to everyone for pulling together to 

weather this outbreak.  

The Coronavirus outbreak changes day by day so 

please follow the current NHS and government 

guidelines. This is easily accessed via HCC website  or 

ask the Community Support Group to print off 

relevant advice. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coron

avirus 

I know people have been checking on their 

neighbours to see that they are OK and don’t need 

anything. A regular phone call may be just what is 

needed as well as practical help. 

Don’t hesitate to contact the Longparish Community 

Support Group - we have lots of volunteers and good 

ideas for getting through the next weeks.  

The shop too has a good range of all the basics and is 

nearby. 

Tel 07765 467 006  covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 

Times like this can be very challenging on our mental 

health too. 

How do you look after your mental 

wellbeing? From HCC website. 

Understandably, you may find that social distancing 

can be boring or frustrating. You may find your mood 

and feelings are affected and you may feel low, 

worried or have problems sleeping and you might 

miss being outside with other people. 

At times like these, it can be easy to fall into 

unhealthy patterns of behaviour which in turn can 

make you feel worse. There are simple things you can 

do that may help you to stay mentally and physically 

active during this time such as: 

· look for ideas of exercises you can do at home on 

the NHS web site : www.nhs.uk/live-

well/exercise/easy-low-impact-exercises/ 

· spend time doing things you enjoy – this might 

include reading, cooking, other indoor hobbies or 

listening to the radio or watching TV programmes 

· try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals, drink 

enough water, exercise regularly, and try to avoid 

smoking, alcohol and drugs 

· keep your windows open to let in fresh air, get 

some natural sunlight if you can, or get outside 

into the garden 

 

Longparish Community Support 

Local volunteers have offered to help. 

CORONAVIRUS
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Reed Bunting 

See birds of 

Longparish page 5 
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Plough Ahead  

by David Marklew, 

member of Plough 

Ahead, the steering 

group formed to save 

The Plough 

Share Offer Launch Friday 17th April  

It feels bizarre and highly inappropriate writing to update 

you on our mission to save the Plough amid a global crisis.  

It does, on the other hand, reflect the importance of 

community spirit, and, as we’ve seen for many years, very 

recently with the ‘binTheIncinerator’ response, Longparish 

is blessed with an abundance of that.   

Despite the challenges we are all facing, we press on with 

our quest to buy the Plough as a Longparish owned 

community facility.   For our generation this means 

reinstating a public house that has been at the heart of our 

community since the early 1700s.   While we cannot 

predict for future generations, if we succeed, we know it 

will be secured as an asset serving the community in 

keeping with the needs of the time. 

The plans for a huge incinerator were outside our control; 

yet together, as a community we thwarted it.  Coronavirus 

is looking like our worst nightmare; however,  as a 

community we can support each other, fight it and work 

together to defeat it.   

The Plough can be something much more within our 

control.  Under the joint ownership of community 

shareholders it is far more than a pub;  it is a historic 

property and unique facility,  a flexible asset, able to serve 

the changing needs of our community, a commercial 

business driving community engagement and reinvesting in 

the community.      

We hope and pray that the Coronavirus will be defeated 

swiftly and that our families, friends and neighbours stay 

safe.  We’ll surely need a welcoming local when this is 

over.  

So Longparish, let’s come together again and seize the 

opportunity.  Let’s buy the Plough and together we can 

create something special for us and future generations to 

enjoy. 

You can find out more here. www.ploughahead.co,uk 

 

 

 

 

Longparish Parish Council 

Report from Meeting Held on 9 March  

Planning 

The Council had no objection to: 

· Erection of carport & veranda at Foxponds, Longparish 

· Internal alterations to form staircase to cellar at 

Longparish House 

· Replacement door, side panels and top light, and 

alterations to eaves at Longparish House 

The Plough Inn 

Following a briefing at the PC meeting in February from 

Longparish Community Pub Limited (LCPL), the PC has been 

researching the procedure for obtaining a Public Works Loan 

Board (PWLB) loan.  LCPL is confident that they can fund the 

purchase of The Plough Inn with a combination of a grant and 

loan from The Plunkett Foundation, the sale of community 

shares  and, if required, commercial borrowing.  If the PC is able 

to secure and pass on a PWLB loan in place of any 

commercial loan, LCPL will be able to benefit from a longer loan 

term and a much lower interest rate.  The PC supports the 

development of The Plough as a community facility and believes 

that a thriving business will benefit the whole parish. There is 

intended to be no cost to the PC: LCPL will cover all costs, and 

there will be no increase to the Precept, as all loan repayments 

will be met by LCPL, with a year's payments in advance.   The PC 

would consider taking a PWLB loan to support a similar business 

proposal for other Assets of Community Value within the village 

should the need arise.  PC representatives plan to obtain legal 

advice available from Hampshire Association of Local Councils 

(HALC) to confirm that the PC is permitted to "on-lend" to LCPL 

and to find out how the loan can be secured against the 

property.  LCPL is shortly to publicise their share offer.  The PC 

resolved, in principle, to apply to the PWLB to borrow a 

maximum of £350k over 50 years on the condition that they are 

permitted to on-loan the funds to LCPL with a first charge over 

the property. The PC requires a formal written request from LCPL 

for the maximum amount required and the term of the loan. 

Spring Clean-Up Day 

The date of the next Clean-Up Day is Saturday 25 April.  

Volunteers to help on the day are very welcome, and should 

make themselves known to James Hillier. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will also be the Annual 

Parish Meeting, starting at 1900 hours.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend to hear about the activities of the Parish Council over the 

past year, and the activities of other local groups. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 2000 hours on 

Monday 20 April in the Village Hall.  Parish Council meetings are 

public, and parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific 

agenda items by prior arrangement with the Chairman – 

Christian Dryden (Tel:  720398, or email:  

clerk@longparish.org.uk).  

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish web-site (longparish.org.uk).   

 

FOLS 100 CLUB MARCH PRIZES 
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Longparish Little School 

We have some new “pets” at Little School. Some 

frogspawn has already turned into tadpoles and we are 

now watching to see when the little frogs’ legs appear. In 

our bird camera box we are watching a Coal tit build a 

nest, hopefully they will lay some eggs soon. We also 

created our own pond for our small world frogs to live in. 

We have made some fir cone bird feeders to hang up in 

our outside area and we watch to see what birds come and 

eat from them. We have also just started to look at the 

changes in the seasons and what happens in spring time. 

We had lots of great story book characters come into Little 

School for World Book day. The children had been taking 

part in a sponsored read over the half term holiday. Mandy 

from the library came in to present the certificates to the 

children.  

If you would like to come and join us at Little School we are 

currently looking for bank staff to cover when staff are 

absent. Ideally we would be looking for people with an 

Early Years qualification or maybe someone who would 

like to undertake a qualification. Please phone the number 

below if you would like further information. We also have 

Forest School sessions on a Monday and Wednesday 

mornings. We are always keen for extra helpers on these 

sessions, so if you are interested please do contact us.   

We are now enrolling children from September so if you 

would like to come and look around please phone 01264 

720455. 

NOT WANTED ON VERGE 

ALIEN INVASION REPULSED  
By Henry Yelf 

Fresh from beating off the advance of the Wheelabrators, 

a fresh alien invasion of Longparish has been sent packing. 

Hordes of galanthus woronowii - four thousand of them –

popping up to reveal their presence in the last few 

weeks.455.  

It all started innocently when Cathy Yelf decided the village 

needed some late winter cheer with a mass display of 

snowdrops. A team of volunteers, supported by the LCA 

and Parish Council, set about planting snowdrops “in the 

green” last spring and then bulbs in the autumn, on verges 

and under hedgerows throughout the village. 

The “in the green” snowdrops were spot on. It was only 

when the bulb-grown plants emerged that all became 

clear. They were not the native variety which had been 

requested, but instead Turkish intruders. The broader 

leaved galanthus woronowii snowdrops are very different 

from the traditional galanthus nivalis variety. HORRIFIED, 

Cathy rang the supplier. HORRIFIED, the supplier contacted 

the grower. HORRIFIED, the grower immediately came 

clean and replaced the aliens with the correct plants. 

Money was also forthcoming to pay for replacing the 

unwelcome visitors with the fresh plants. That job is being 

done by Paul Knipe and his team. 

An extra 3,000 snowdrops were also ordered and Cathy is 

looking for volunteers to help plant them. Contact her 

at cathy.yelf@sky.com  or 07775 683452. Meanwhile 

lessons have been learned. The supplier has developed 

what he calls a “plant passport system” to prevent the 

same mistake happening again. If you fancy playing host to 

the Turkish variety to plant in the privacy of your own 

garden, about 4000 are available at 10p each (or offers). 

Any money raised will go towards supporting the pocket 

nature reserve in the village that Paul Knipe also cares for. 

Age Concern Hampshire

Pam Weale

You can contact Pam on 07593 439018 or email her using 

villageagent@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk

www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk

 

  

    True Brit Snowdrops                              Alien Snowdrops 

       Galanthus Nivalis                             Galanthus Woronowii 
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LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Longparish Cricket Club 

 

 

 Raymond Brown A303 Enviropark 

A Parish Councillor attended the liaison meeting in 

March with Raymond Brown/Fortis/Collard Group. No 

incidents had been reported by residents in the last six 

months although one was made known to the Parish 

Council after the event. Please contact the PC for 

minutes of the meeting.  

Should residents have any queries regarding the 

Raymond Brown A303 Enviropark, Collard Group or 

Fortis operations, please do not hesitate to contact the 

following: 

Collard Group (Materials Recovery Facility) 

T: 01264 720257   

E: waste.solutions@rcollard.com 

Fortis IBA Ltd (IBA Processing Facility) 

T: 023 8027 3750   

E: martyn.jones@fortisiba.com 
The quicker they are made aware of a problem, the 

quicker it can be addressed. 

You should also inform The Environmental Protection 

Team so that a record of incidents can be kept by 

TVBC. 

Tel: 01264 368000 

Email: envhealth@testvalley.gov.uk 

 

Wendy shows off the trophy

 

BUSTER – RIP  The black and white village cat which won the hearts of a generation of 

Longparish villagers, has been commemorated with a carving to remember him by. Owned by Andrea 

and Martin Hulme, Buster was soon adopted by the Little School and was often found having forty 

winks on his very own chair. He appeared in robust health on the day he died at the age of 10. After 

his regular patrol and visit to school, Buster wandered home to Shallow Waters where he had an 

embolism and sadly had to be put to sleep. 

A collection  raised over £300 to pay for the sculpture which was unveiled at the Christmas Fayre. It 

sits on a bench outside Longparish school, with a plaque reading, "In loving memory of Buster. Our 

beloved village cat. Always in our hearts and forever in our thoughts"   With the carving keeping his 

memory alive as the years pass Buster is likely to become firmly established as part of Longparish 

folklore. 

 

 

 



Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving  Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott     April 2020 

5 

CORONA VIRUS 

WREAKS 

HAVOC WITH 

LONGPARISH 

EVENTS 

The organisers very 

much regret having to  

 cancel or suspend the following events in the        

village until further notice    

All cricket 

Film nights 

Coffee mornings 

Lunch Club and Litter 

Picking 

L2SOTM 

All services in church 

except sparsely 

attended weddings 

and funerals 

FOLS May Fayre 16
th

 

May 

Longparish Choir VE 

Day Concert Sat 9
th

 

May

Pints of view 

Toddler Group 

Smooth Movers 

Cubs 

Gardening Club 

Craft Club 

Karate 

Metta Yoga 

Fit Club and Core Stability 

Pilates Chloe is starting on-line 

classes for all ages and ability 

including elderly. Phone 07866 

582882 or email 

chloe@keepmovingpilates.co.uk 

 

BIRDS OF LONGPARISH by Chris 

Bowman 
 

REED BUNTING  -  picture page 1 

 

I thought I would tell you about the Reed Bunting.  

At the time of writing this one has been on my 

feeders for two weeks. They are river birds so you 

would only expect one to come to the feeders in 

very cold weather. I think it must visit other bird 

feeders  in North Acre.  

It’s slightly larger than a house sparrow. The male 

has a black head, broad white collar and white 

stripes from its black beak to the collar. Its back is 

very similar to a sparrow only brighter, white buff 

chest with a few brown stripes.  

They start nesting in early May, 1-2 broods. The nest 

is well hidden in sedge tussocks, dead rushes, reeds 

by water, made from sedge, grasses  and other 

waterside plants and lined with finer plant material, 

hair and feathers.  

4-5 eggs are laid. They are very pale purplish and 

lilac-grey, with scrawls, spots and blotches of 

brownish black. Incubated for 12-15 days. The chicks  

fledge in 3-5 days before they can fly. The less time 

they are in the nest the less chance of predation. 

Their food is mostly seeds and plant material. 
 

By the time you read this it will only be two weeks 

before the first swallows arrive. 

 

 
                                                                       

  

 

 

    LONGPARISH GIN WINS TOP PRIZE 

Many congratulations to Jonathan and Sarah Nelson for 

scooping the top prize for their London gin distilled here at 

their River Test Distillery in Southside Road 

Sarah Nelson told us: 

https://rivertestdistillery.co.uk/ 

 

 

Prayer list in St Nicholas  St Nicholas church is open every day until dusk and is a lovely, tranquil place to spend a quiet moment 

and say a prayer in these troubled times.   There is a prayer list at the back of church and anyone can add the name of a friend or 

relative who is ill or experiencing a difficult situation.   You can just  add a Christian name and don’t need to include anything about 

their situation although you can if you like.   

In normal times the names are included in the prayers during a church service, but now there will be some people in the 

congregation who will include them in their personal prayers. 
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The Reverend Terry Hemming installed as the New Master 

St Cross (officially The Hospital of St Cross and Almshouse of Noble Poverty) in Winchester was founded 
by Bishop Henry of Blois in 1132, making it the oldest almshouse in England still in use for its original 
purpose and arguably the oldest charity in the country. The principal activity of the Hospital continues 
to be the provision of individual, private apartments for a living community of about twenty-five elderly 
men. Known as ‘Brothers’ they wear black or red gowns and a trencher hat for daily church and other 
formal occasions. 

The installation service was held at 3.00pm on Sunday 8th March. It was led by the Right Reverend David 

Williams, Bishop of Basingstoke and attended by many local clergy and dignitaries and numerous former 

parishioners of Terry’s in Longparish, St Mary Bourne and Hurstbourne Priors. 

  The service, in the wonderful Norman church of St 

Cross, was a feast of beautiful music and dignified 

liturgy. Terry was required to make a ‘Declaration and 

take the Oaths required by Law.’ 

The Declaration of Assent: I, Terry Edward Hemming 

do so affirm and accordingly declare my belief in the 

faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set 

forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic 

formularies of the Church of England bear witness; 

and in public prayer and administration of the 

sacraments, I will use only the forms of service which 

are authorized or allowed by Canon. There followed two 

further oaths: of Allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen 

and of Canonical Obedience to the Bishop of 

Winchester 

Terry gave a short address introducing himself in 

which he described his very close former association with St Cross. His father had sung in the choir 

there and Terry was a schoolboy at St Faith’s school just down the road. He promised to faithfully serve 

the 25 brothers of St Cross Hospital and the Almshouse of Noble Poverty. 

 
 

 L to R:  Ruth Hemming, Right Rev David Williams Bishop of 

Basingstoke, Terry Hemming, Mr William Corbett Chairman 

of the Trustees of St Cross 


