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Households across Longparish, St Mary Bourne, 

Woodcott and Hurstbourne Priors will be asked to take 

part in Census 2021 on 21st March 2021. 

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives 

the most accurate estimate of all people and 

households in England and Wales. It has been carried 

out since 1801, with the exception of 1941.

Iain Bell, 

deputy national statistician at the Office for National 

Statistics said

The census will include questions about sex, age, 

ethnicity, work, health, education and household size. 

For the first time there will be a question asking 

people whether they have served in the armed forces, 

as well as voluntary questions aimed at the over 16’s

on sexual orientation and gender identity.

It will be the first run online from early March with 

households receiving a letter containing a unique 

access code to complete the questionnaire on their 

computers, phones or tablets.  We have been advised 

that paper copies will be available. However, please

offer to help your family, friends and neighbours fill out 

the census online if possible (Covid-19 guidelines 

permitting).

Results will be available within 12 months, although 

personal records will be locked away for 100 years, 

kept safe for future generations. 

For more information visit census.gov.uk.

 

LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

REPORT FROM MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON 11 JANUARY 

Planning 

The Parish Council had no objection to: 

· Replacement coach house at Foxdale House, 

Andover Down 

· Demolition of existing extension, and construction of 

single storey rear extension and associated works at 

Preston Cottage, Longparish 

It was reported that Raymond Brown has been granted 

permission by HCC to relax their operating hours during 

lockdown and will be operating 24 hours a day from Monday 

to Friday and to 2pm on Saturdays, commencing 11 January 

through to the end of March 2021. 

 

The Plough Inn 

The Chair of the Working Party reported that procedures for 

the purchase of The Plough Inn are progressing well.  A 

meeting of the Plough Committee is scheduled to take place 

on 15 January prior to the final recommendations to the PC 

for drawdown of the PWLB loan to complete the purchase.     

 

Playground  

The Open Spaces team has been exploring solutions to the 

very wet and muddy entrance to the playground. 

 

Village Hall car park 

The parish Council resolved to appoint a contractor to install a 

land drainage pipe and soakaway at the car park to alleviate 

the flooding that has been an annual problem in the winter 

months.  It is hoped that this can be completed in the 

February half-term break or sooner with the agreement of car 

park users. 

 

Parish Council Meetings 

Until further guidance is received from HALC, the Parish 

Council will continue to meet remotely via Zoom.  Members 

of the public wishing to “attend” any meetings should contact 

the Clerk or the Chairman. 

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 8 February. Parish Council Meetings are public, and 

parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda 

items by prior arrangement with the Chairman - Christian 

Dryden Tel 720398, or email 

christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 
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Longparish Community Support Group 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have signed up 

again for this Lockdown period. 

If you or your family are self-isolating or staying at 

home for whatever reason and need help with 

shopping or any errands, picking up a takeaway from 

the pub, friendly regular phone call, there are plenty 

of people willing to help out.  

Lifts can be arranged to the vaccination centres if 

needed. 

Please call 07765 467 006 or email 

covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 

Some other useful numbers: 

Longparish Support Fund – The purpose of the fund 

is to provide financial help to individuals or families 

whose income has been adversely affected by the 

Covid-19 outbreak. Call 01264 720215 or email 

stnicholaslongparish@btinternet.com

All applications will be treated in strictest confidence.

Age Concern Village Agent – for all enquiries about 

support available.

Email villageagent@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk

Tel 07593 439018

Test Valley Community Services 

Telephone: 0330 4004 116

 Website http://www.unityonline.org.uk

 Email     info@unityonline.org.uk

Samaritans Helpline Free telephone 116 123

Citizens Advice Bureau

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

Adviceline (England): 0800 144 8848

Government Lockdown Guidance

Leaving Home: You must not leave or be outside of your 

home except where necessary. You may leave the home to:

· shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable 
person 

· go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable 
services, if you cannot reasonably do so from home

· exercise with your household (or support bubble) or 
one other person, this should be limited to once per 
day, and you should not travel outside your local 
area. 

· meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where 
necessary, but only if you are legally permitted to 
form one 

· seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk 
of harm (including domestic abuse) 

· attend education or childcare - for those eligible 

If you do leave home for a permitted reason, you should 

always stay local - unless it is necessary to go further, for 

example to go to work. Stay local means stay in the village, 

town, or part of the city where you live.

If you are clinically extremely vulnerable you should only go 

out for medical appointments, exercise or if it is essential. You 

should not attend work

Meeting others: You cannot leave your home to meet 

socially with anyone you do not live with or are not in a 

support bubble with (if you are legally permitted to form one).

You may exercise on your own, with one other person, or with 

your household or support bubble. This should be limited to 

once per day, and you should not travel outside your local 

area.

You cannot meet other people you do not live with, or have 

not formed a support bubble with, unless for a permitted 

reason.

Stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household.

COVID Vaccination Scam Alert 

There have been reports of a new scam where 
a person receives a text saying they need to 
book a vaccination appointment and it takes 
them to a fake NHS form which then asks for
their bank details to prove their identity.

The NHS will never ask for a person's 
banking information so please do not 
provide as it will be a scam 
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L2SOTM - The Longparish Second Sunday of 

the Month handicap race 

Santa hats were the order of the day for the 

December run and they were needed to keep the ears 

warm! It was a wet, cold and windy for the 163rd 

edition of the L2SOTM but that did not dampen the 

spirits of the runners.  It was great to have some time 

of almost-normality in a Covid-disrupted world.

New runner, Oscar Gailer, was familiar with the route, 

having accompanied his father on his bike as his 

personal trainer.  This time, in a nice bit of role 

reversal, Karl was Oscar's accompanying adult and 

was first home! As with most first-timers, he

underestimated his speed and broke his estimated 

handicap by over six minutes.  Wow!  

 

           Identical start times but social distancing maintained for Gina 

and Jeremy 

Next home, and our Most Improved Woman, was 

Sylvia Crook in a personal record time.  Sylvia joins 

the small group of people who have been most 

improved on consecutive events. 3rd place and Most 

Improved Man was Jeremy Barber in his best time this 

year.  Some people have clearly taken advantage of 

lockdown to train hard because Graeme Johnson, Jo 

Clare and Jack Dundas also recorded personal 

records.

Thanks very much to Maggie Barber, Andy Smith, the 

whole Collier family, David Gould and Karl Gailer for 

helping and the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 

You can see the full results and photos and find more 

information in the L2SOTM area of the Longparish 

website http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/

Sadly, the current lockdown rules mean that the 

L2SOTM is suspended.  Exercise is good for your 

health, both physical and mental, so we have a weekly 

virtual event which is open to all.  You choose where 

and when to run your 5K.  Details are on the website 

and everyone is welcome.                 Jeremy Barber

 

FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 

It was very sad to have to cancel the Christmas Lunch 

Club, but we hope you enjoyed the Christmas goody bags.  

It looks like Covid is still determined to keep us all from 

meeting up but if things change, we will let you know.  

Looking forward to the Spring, vaccines and fresh 

starts. 

Christian and Andrea  

 ! !"#$% The Running Girls &' !"#$%
Our last group run before Christmas, saw us running 
through the village with Santa Hats and a little tinsel, 
spotted by Jacqui Healey who kindly took this photo.

How lucky are we, to be in such a stunning village, even 
more so during such a difficult year. I moved to 
Longparish in April and since then I think I have found 
every running, walking and mountain biking route 
possible.

The Running Girls Group has been a great way to meet 
and make new friends, the village is very welcoming and 
has a great close community network.             Jo Clare

 

LITTER PICKING IN A COVID SAFE WAY! 

Like Covid, litter doesn’t seem to be going away! 

Why not ‘Adopt a Road’ in Longparish instead of the 

regular Socially Distanced Litter Pick?  

We may not be able to go out as a group to litter pick but 

if anyone would like to adopt a section of road for their 

daily exercise and would like a litter pick stick and bags, 

please do contact me: 

Christian Dryden Tel 01264 720 398   
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The Plough Inn – 

latest news 

 

 

If everything has gone to plan, the Plough will now belong to 

Longparish! 

At the time of writing, the details of the sale were agreed, the 

paperwork had been drawn up and the finance was in place 

ready for an exchange on Monday 25th January, with a 

completion due to follow several days later.  

It follows weeks of intense preparation. Since the last edition 

of Hill and Valley, the Plough Ahead team has been very busy 

drawing up legal documents and lease agreements, which has 

all been very time consuming. We’ve also been busy getting 

the last of the funding together. As we have previously 

reported, the original share scheme (last spring) raised 

£228.000. Over the last couple of months an extended share 

offer yielded a further £100,000 from new subscribers and 

existing shareholders.  

Once the sale of the Plough has gone through, the plan is to 

start work on the building as soon as possible. The priority is 

to get the roof secured and make the building water-tight and 

weather-proof. Once that has been completed, we can 

concentrate on reinstating the heating and electricity. Plans 

will then need to be drawn up so we can apply for planning 

permission, where required, for works on the building and 

tree works in the grounds.   

We are delighted that several local professionals have already 

stepped forward to offer their expertise with design for both 

the pub and outside areas.  Most recently we have also been 

offered some excellent refurbished kitchen equipment from a 

company that fits and services professional kitchens. 

If you would like to offer help or expertise with the 

transformation of the Plough, we would be very pleased 

indeed to hear from you. In the coming months we will need 

volunteers to help with clearing the garden, building fences, 

decorating inside and out, and many other tasks that will 

need to be completed so we can renovate and reopen the 

Plough.   

We would be delighted to hear from you if you think you 

might like to join with us in any way with this really exciting 

project.  You can find out more, keep updated or contact us 

through our website lcpl.org.uk and email 

volunteer@lcpl.org.uk or please call 720207.  

 

 

LONGPARISH OF OLD -

A SAD DAY FOR THE VILLAGE

On Saturday 2nd February one hundred and twenty years 

ago Longparish was in mourning. 

Blinds were drawn, shops were closed, women were mostly 

in black and the bell of St. Nicholas Church tolled.  

It was the day the body of HM Queen Victoria was taken 

from Osborne House to St. Georges Chapel Windsor.

The scene in Longparish was reported in the Hants and 

Berks Gazette.

The reporter observed: “The village flag drooped half-mast 

under a gloomy sky or fluttered mournfully in the drizzling 

rain. For nature seemed to be sharing in the national grief.”

There was not a vacant seat in the church for a service to 

honour the memory of “our beloved sovereign.” It was 

timed to coincide with a similar service in St. George’s 

Chapel although in Longparish the mourners were of a 

humbler type.

Among the congregation were the village policeman and 

postman; four soldiers and three sailors as well as 

landowners and farmworkers.

The atmosphere was: “remarkable for the depth of quiet 

feeling”  

The organ “wailed forth” Chopin’s funeral march and 

Handel’s Dead March from the oratorio Saul. Among the 

hymns sung were Now The Labourer’s Task Is O’er and 

Sleep On Beloved, and also On The Resurrection Morning   

As the report noted, “Longparish was a house of mourning” 

that day.

Henry Yelf 



Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish, St Mary Bourne & Woodcott    FEBRUARY 2021 

5 

 

Longparish CE Primary 

School  

Happy New Year to all our 
friends in Longparish village 
from the children staff and 
governors at Longparish CE 
Primary School.   

We all had a wonderful run up to Christmas in 
school.  The children had small parties, Christmas 
lunch and made Christmas decorations and celebrated 
with a Christingle orange. The children created from 
small boxes, a Bethlehem village. We put our 
beautiful Christmas tree donated by Mrs Dinesen in 
Longparish (thank you so much) at the very end of 
Bethlehem alongside a nativity scene, so it felt like we 
were walking through Bethlehem to visit baby 
Jesus.  The Christmas story most of us know very well. 
Some of us look on it as a sort of gentle fairy tale but 
it is a story fraught with danger: danger from the 
trauma of birth in a stable, the cold nights, the threats 
of King Herod, the journey to Egypt. Very worrying 
times.  A bit like now.  

In worship, we encourage our children to pray. Even if 
they don’t know what to say or do, we remind them 

that silence can be a prayer. Loving others can be a 
prayer. Listening can be a prayer.  A hug with our 
fellow ‘bubblers’ can be a prayer. Stroking a pet can 

be a prayer. Our children are all wonderful lights in 
our darkness and their innocent and young faces 
remind us all what it’s like to be young and carefree. 
Let’s try as hard as we can to allow our children their 

own childhood by not burdening them with too many 
of our fears and concerns about our present situation. 
Let’s use the offer of prayer 24/7, anytime, anyplace 

to give up our thoughts and worries to God. I believe 
He does listen!  

The children have all had a good start to the beginning 
of term, albeit they are mostly learning remotely at 
home. As usual, the children are beautifully behaved 
and are such bright inspirational lights for us all.  Have 
a wonderful 2021.          Trudie Cawthra, Headteacher 

 

 

         Happy New Year!   Year of the Ox 

This year, the Chinese New Year falls on Friday the 12th of 

February and is represented by the Chinese Zodiac sign for 

the Ox.  The Ox symbolises luck and suggests avoiding 

laundry (hoorah!) and crying children (quite difficult at times, 

especially during the lockdown!)   People born in the year of the 

Ox (1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 and 

2021) think carefully before acting and are hard workers. They 

have a great moral compass and know right from wrong. 

 

Chinese people love the colour red, and regard red as the 

symbol of energy, happiness and good luck. Sending red 

envelopes is a way to send blessings, happiness, good wishes 

and luck (as well as money).  The Chinese New Year red 

envelope is a traditional gift for children during Chinese New 

Year. In China, the red envelope is called yasui qian (

 /yaa-sway chyen/). Those who receive a red envelope are 

wished another safe and peaceful year.  Here’s to safe and 

peaceful year to you and your families. 

 

Some fun Chinese New Year activities to try at home: 

 
 

More great ideas can be found: The Best 60 Chinese New 

Year Crafts and activities for kids (artsycraftsymom.com)                                          

Clare Sykes 

 

FoLS 100 Club Winners

Ellen Hatto £100
Penny Billingham £50
Korrie Woodward £25

Colour me in!! 
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WHAT’S ON UNTIL WE CAN REOPEN! 
 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY EVERY WEEK: 

 
 

11am – 2pm 
TAKEAWAY CAFÉ AND ARTISAN CHEESE SHOP-BEAN TO CUP 
COFFEE-FILLED ROLLS-SOFT DRINKS-HOT PIES- FRESH FISH 
ORDERS-VEGETABLES – TO TAKEAWAY, AT REAR OF PUB 

 
6pm – 8.30pm 

OUR POPULAR TAKEAWAY SERVICE – MENU PUBLISHED ON 
FACEBOOK AND DISPLAYED IN THE WINDOW AT FRONT OF PUB 

EACH WEEK.  
EMAIL ORDERS TO thecricketerslongparish@gmail.com 

OR CALL 01264 720424 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE WITH YOUR 
ORDER AND PICKUP TIME. 

--- 
VALENTINE’S DAY SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY – TAKEAWAYS 

AVAILABLE FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY OF THIS WEEKEND, 
WITH TWO COURSE VALENTINES SPECIALS  

LOOK OUT FOR MENU COMING SOON! 
--- 

REAL ALE DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN LONGPARISH MOST DAYS – 
PLEASE RING AND LEAVE A MESSAGE. 

--- 
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  

TEAM CRICKETERS 
 

 

LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB 

We are so sorry LONGPARISH GARDENING CLUB will       

not be able to hold any meetings for the foreseeable 

future due to the COVID restrictions. 

We will hope to resume some garden visits when 

things improve. 

In the meantime, stay safe, peruse the gardening 

catalogues and keep busy in your gardens! 

Any queries please to: Rosie Lowry 01264 720325   

rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com  

or Marion Bell 01264 720205 

 

LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB  

Happy New Year from Longparish Cricket Club, as 

we look forward to an active and exciting 2021.

The Club’s fundraising campaign to replace the 

practice nets continues and the crowdfunding has so 

far raised circa £1,600. 

In addition, separate grants, donations, sponsorship 

and Christmas fundraising has been received, to the 

current value of £5,135, with previous fundraising 

proceeds also now being made available, to bolster 

the overall available budget.

Thank you to all who have donated and contributed.

The crowdfunding page closed at the end of 

January, but donations directly to the club are still 

possible and gratefully received, however small. 

Please email me for bank account details:  

mbenzing@aol.com

The club has now submitted a further grant 

application, using the Test Valley Borough Council 

Community Asset Fund. If successful, this will 

double the available funds and therefore the scope 

of work that can be completed on the nets upgrade.  

The decision will be made early March and the 

application is strong, so the club is very hopeful.

Thank you to everyone who has supported this 

application, including our sponsor, Bourne Valley 

Classic Car Storage, The River Test Distillery, The 

Cricketers Inn, The Community Pub Ltd, 

Longparish Community Association, Longparish 

and Testbourne Schools and Longparish Church. 

Also, thanks to everyone that liked the application 

on the clubs Facebook page.

Thanks also go to Matt and The Cricketers Inn, 

Longparish, who donated the proceeds of their 

Christmas Draw to the clubs Nets Upgrade Project. 

We will be along to say thanks, over a pint or two, 

once lock down is lifted.  Cheers!

Mark Benzing, Chairman and Treasurer


