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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL 

REPORT FROM MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON 8th FEBRUARY 

Planning 

The Parish Council had no objection to: 

• Demolition of existing stable block, and erection of 

replacement stable block at Longparish House 

• Retrospective planning application for 5 

replacement footbridges and 1 new footbridge at 

Watercress Beds, Nun’s Walk 
 

The Parish council objected to: 

• Single storey rear extension at 3 Forton Lane, 

Forton 
 

The Plough Inn 

The Chair of the Committee reported that the purchase of 

The Plough Inn was completed on 3rd February, making the 

Parish Council the new legal owners of the property.  The 

PWLB loan of £300k to facilitate this purchase has been 

drawn down.   LCPL have been issued with the keys to the 

property.  The Chair of the Committee thanked everyone 

involved, in particular members of the Committee and LCPL.    
 

Village Hall car park drainage repairs 

Work to install a land drain and soak-away and re-surface 

the Village Hall car park is scheduled to begin on 22nd 

February.  The car park will be closed to the public from 

22nd February to 5th March inclusive to allow this work to 

take place, and regular users of the car park have been 

notified. 
 

Revised cemetery regulations 

The Council approved revisions to the Cemetery Regulations.  

Amendments had been added to give clear guidance to 

cemetery visitors of items permitted to be placed on graves, 

to allow for easy maintenance of the cemetery. 
 

Parish Council Meetings 

Until further guidance is received from HALC, the Parish 

Council will continue to meet remotely via Zoom.  Members 

of the public wishing to “attend” any meetings should 

contact the Clerk or the Chairman. 
 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 8th March. Parish Council Meetings are public, and 

parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda 

items by prior arrangement with the Chairman - Christian 

Dryden (Tel 720398, or email 

christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk) 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 

 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Sunday 28th March 2021 

at 12 noon 

St Nicholas, Longparish 

The Annual Parochial Church meeting of St Nicholas 

will take place on Sunday 28th March 2021 by Zoom 

at 12 noon. 

All are welcome to attend.  If you are not a regular 

church goer, but are interested in your village church, 

please do link in.   The Zoom link will be sent out by 

email by stnicholaslongparish@btinternet.com.    

Regular information about church services is sent out 

from this email account and please indicate, if you 

would like to be added to the circulation list or 

contact one of the church wardens:  (John Young 

01264 720233 or Georgi Leask 01264 720829) 

 

 

SNOWDROPS OF LONGPARISH 

Calling all Snowdrop growers and lovers! 

During the recent LCA Committee Meeting, the beautiful 

‘snowdrops of Longparish’ were mentioned; I’m sure you will 

agree that they are truly magnificent. 

With this is mind the LCA would like to produce a Snowdrop 

Map for people to follow through the village – perhaps 

stopping at The Cricketers or The Plough for a spot of lunch or 

afternoon tea! 

If you have spotted a particular area in the village, or if you 

have a sensational snowdrop collection in the garden, please 

do send to me, so that I can add you to the 2022 map! 

Clare Sykes email : clare.sykes@gmail.com 

P.S. more plants will be available ‘in the green’ in March for planting 

in new areas. 

 

mailto:christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk
http://www.longparish.org.uk/
mailto:stnicholaslongparish@btinternet.com
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If you or your family are self-isolating or staying 

at home for whatever reason and need help with 

shopping or any errands, picking up a takeaway 

from the pub, friendly regular phone call, there 

are plenty of people willing to help out.  

Lifts can be arranged to the vaccination centres. 

Please call 07765 467 006 or email 

covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 

Longparish Support Fund – The purpose of the 

fund is to provide financial help to individuals or 

families whose income has been adversely 

affected by the Covid-19 outbreak.  

Call 01264 720215 or email 

stnicholaslongparish@btinternet.com 

All applications will be treated in strictest 

confidence. 

 
 
 

           FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 

                WORDSEARCH 

W P L O O K I N G I 
E F R I D A Y Q J W 
L G E D C R O C U S 
C L U N C H B A C K 
O H O P E F U L L Y 
M E S F O R W A R D 
I D A F F O D I L S 
N P B A S A P R I L 
G C L U B L F M A Y 
T A J K S P R I N G 

 

   Looking     Forward       Welcoming      Back 

   Friday        Lunch          Club    Spring     May 

   Daffodils     Crocus         April         Hopefully 

 

March 21st - Census day is here! 

Census 2021 is in full swing in 

Hampshire. Letters, with unique 

access codes, have all gone out and 

responses are already coming in. 

“A successful census will help give the best picture of the needs 

of everyone living in England and Wales,” Iain Bell, deputy 

national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said. “It 

helps us understand what our society needs now and what it will 

likely need in the future.  

We’ve had a fantastic response so far, with so many people 

completing the questionnaire on their laptops, phones and 

computers. 

“It takes just 10 minutes per person to take part and if you can’t 

get online, there are paper forms available for those who need 

them. Now is the time to make your mark on history.” 

Operating in line with the Government’s latest Covid-19 

guidance, field officers will be deployed across the country to 

contact those who have not responded. They will offer help and 

advice to those who need it. They will also remind people that 

their census response is required by law. 

Results will be available within 12 months, although personal 

records will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future 

generations. 

If you need help with responding online do ask your family, 

neighbour or Longparish Support group who will find someone to 

assist you, or look for information about a paper copy in the letter 

you should be receiving.  Alternatively, to find out how you can 

get help, please visit census.gov.uk or call 0800 141 2021. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longparish Fete 2021 

On the basis that we think things will be back to 

somewhere near normality by September, we 

have decided to plan to go ahead with the fete this 

year. 

Save the date! 
Saturday 11th September 

  

If you would like to be involved, please let me 

know as soon as possible, as we have a lot of 

catching up to do. We need to form a committee 

and get planning! 

Please contact John Young on 
Email: j.young233@btinternet.com or Tel: 720233 

 

mailto:covidhelp@longparish.org.uk
mailto:stnicholaslongparish@btinternet.com
mailto:j.young233@btinternet.com
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01264 720424 – EMAIL: thecricketerslongparish@gmail.com 

A MARCH UPDATE! 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTINUED 

TO SUPPORT US THROUGH THESE RATHER STRANGE 

TIMES. 

OUR FRIDAY AND SATURDAY LUNCHTIME DELI SHOP 

AND CAFÉ HAVE BEEN A BIG HIT, AND WE WILL 

CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THIS UNTIL AT LEAST WE 

CAN REOPEN, ALONGSIDE OUR EVER-POPULAR 

EVENING TAKEAWAY SERVICE. 

WE ARE CONTINUING TO SPRUCE UP THE PUB, 

INSIDE AND OUT, WITH NEW AND EXCITING 

ADDITIONS STARTING TO TAKE SHAPE IN THE FORM 

OF A SMOKEHOUSE AND WOODFIRED PIZZA OVEN. 

CAFÉ/DELI OPEN FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

LUNCHTIME 11AM – 2PM 

EVENING TAKEAWAY SERVICE FRIDAY AND 

SATURDAY 6PM – 8.30PM 

MENUS AVAILABLE ONLINE EACH WEEK. 

TEAM CRICKETERS 

 

 

Calling all the ‘Green fingers’ out there, don’t forget to 

sow a few extra seeds for the Plant stall. Who knows yet 

if we can have a school May Fayre or Village Fete, but if 
we cannot, fear not the plant table at Tudor Cottage will 

make a re-appearance. 

 

So, start thinking about any plants that you may lift and 
divide over the next few months or any vegetable or 

annual seeds that you are sowing, can you donate any to 

raise funds for our school? 

 
Sylvia and Martin Crook 

 

 

The Plough Inn at Longparish  

Since we last wrote, a lot has 
happened at The Plough! 

 

The village now owns the pub. We completed on Wednesday 3rd 
February, which is great news and means Longparish can now 
boast two pubs again. 

We took possession of the pub keys a few hours after completion 
and the Parish Council, represented by Chair Christian Dryden, 
formally handed them over to Andy Joliffe later that same day: 
you may have seen the photo in the Andover Advertiser and on 
our website. 

Our banner is up on the front of the Plough (“Coming soon!”) and 
now the hard work has begun. 

The first thing was to move the security fence over to open up 
the car park. The pub’s windows were opened to let the building 
breathe again. Electric heaters and dehumidifiers have been 
installed to start drying out the damp.  

Outside Paul Knipe has already started clearing the undergrowth 
in the garden. He has also submitted a tree works application to 
TVBC Planning. The artist’s impression below gives some idea of 
what the garden and carpark might look like once Donna Hillier’s 
landscape plan is put in place.  

Back inside, an asbestos survey has been carried out so we can 
ensure a safe working environment for builders and volunteers 
and plans are being drawn up to reconfigure the toilets and bar 
areas. By the time you read this the actual building works will 
have started.  

Talking of volunteers, please do join us – we need your help! 
This month we are looking for people with carpentry skills - and 
for anyone who would like to wield a paintbrush and help with the 
decorating. We also need lots of help with clearing the garden. 
Just to reassure you that under the Covid rules, volunteering is 
allowed, as long as we all follow current distancing and hygiene 
guidelines. 

Finally, calling all gardeners: Can you donate plants for the 
garden? We would be so grateful for any donations.  

To volunteer or donate plants, please contact us: 
volunteer@lcpl.org.uk or call Andy Joliffe on 720207. 

Thank you and we really look forward to seeing you!  For more 
information, please visit ploughinn.org 

 

 

mailto:volunteer@lcpl.org.uk
http://ploughinn.org/
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Longparish CE Primary 
School  

Learning through lockdown at 

Longparish CE Primary School!  

 

Our school continues to go from strength to strength, in 

spite of all the extra pressures we are under during the 

pandemic. The children of critical key workers have 

continued to attend daily during lockdown and all our 

staff are always on hand to supervise and help.  

One of our greatest successes has been to establish a 

long-awaited learning platform via ‘Microsoft Teams’. We 

must thank Mrs Brewer for all her devoted hard work to 

set up and implement this school initiative across all the 

year groups.  We are very grateful to her and our other 

school colleagues and staff who have worked hard to 

ensure their part of the project is successful. The vast 

majority of children now access their learning from home, 

join in with live lessons and tutorials on daily basis. This 

has been fantastic for maintaining links with school, 

safeguarding, learning and allowing the children to 

socialise with their peers as regularly as they would 

normally. Thank you to the children and parents for their 

encouraging remarks, helpful suggestions and cakes on a 

drizzly Friday!  

The governors and senior leadership team have been 

busy recruiting new staff and ensuring all the children are 

safe and well.  We are delighted to announce that Mrs 

Jordan had a baby girl, Isabelle, so many congratulations 

and welcome to Isabelle.  Mrs Jordan’s maternity leave 

cover, Miss Donlan, has settled so well into Herons class.  

We also have the pleasure of a student teacher Miss 

Murrells, who is completing her training with us.  

Spring is almost here; please keep our school in your 

thoughts and prayers as we move towards Easter, a time 

of reflection when we learn about the power and light of 

the Easter story. Themes of sacrifice and forgiveness are 

prominent.  I never get over how much children can teach 

us.  I heard a child say recently “Thank you God for Covid, 

because it has taught us all so much”. Children say it as it 

is; sometimes a little clumsily but nevertheless, with a 

heart full of gratefulness and love. I think we all know 

what this child means!  

Trudie Cawthra, Headteacher 

 

 

 

Springtime is Competition Time 

    Calling all Arty Crafters!               

 

 

 

 

Have you noticed a very boring noticeboard outside the 

Community Hall at school? I thought it could do with some 

Springtime colour, and I need your help! 

Open to all children from the Longparish Community, I would 

like you to send me your colourful, Springtime ideas.  Some 

suggestions for this might include a: 

• Picture of Springtime 

• A Springtime collage 

• A poem about the spring (I know Herons Class are 

a whizz with acrostic poems!) 

Use your creative skills to produce something eye-catchingly 

beautiful! 

Please drop your entries to me at Longparish Primary School 

in the bucket outside and I will make a beautiful display from 

your amazing work! 

Winners will be notified in the April edition of the Hill and 

Valley – so make sure… you put your name on the entry! 

Thank you, Clare Sykes 

 

Maggie’s Marmalade and Jam 

Thank you very much to everyone who 

bought jam and marmalade last year.    

I am delighted to report that I gave 

£140 to Andover Foodbank.  I made 

around 100 jars of marmalade in 

January so please contact me if you 

would like some.  I also have raspberry 

and damson jam.  Proceeds will go to the Andover Foodbank.  

Maggie Barber 720459 or mrjeremybarber@gmail.com  

 
FoLS 100 Club Winners 
 
 
Mary Jo Darrah £20 
Penny Billingham £10 
Korrim Woodward £5 

 

 

 

mailto:mrjeremybarber@gmail.com
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LITTER PICKING in LOCKDOWN LONGPARISH 

Thank you to everyone who helps keep Longparish beautiful by picking up litter. Special recognition this month goes to 

Flint, Milo and Drake who have been litter picking the 21 miles of footpaths around Longparish with their Grandad, during 

Lockdown 3.  Their Grandad started the Adopt a Road Scheme many years ago and it is great to see his grandsons 

following in his footsteps, caring for the environment and developing their map reading skills.  Do read his account of 

this great achievement: 
 

“In Longparish there are over 20 miles of footpaths and green lanes. These have seen a 

huge increase in footfall since the start of the pandemic and when we entered the third 

lockdown it dawned on us, as they were not in school, that our grandchildren could go 

around the village and pick litter.  We gave them an A3 OS map of Longparish and 

encouraged them to choose and mark their own routes. The idea was for roughly a two 

hour walk each so during a period of ten days (approximately 20hrs) all the footpaths 

and green lanes were covered; some needing to be done twice. 

In total they collected 15 black bin bags! The “nicest” thing was found in the cleft of a 

tree by Drake - a small silver-coloured “goblet” the size of an egg cup. This was 

polished and is now amongst his prized “Litter” possessions. The most bizarre thing  

was a Morphy Richards iron, found by Milo hanging in a tree! Flint discovered a 

smugglers hoard of glass beer bottles – sadly empty. All in the middle of nowhere. 

The kids learnt about map reading whilst having fresh air and exercise. They are already country kids but they had additional 

experiences learning more about the countryside they live in and visiting a few places they hadn’t been to before. They have 

seen all the usual animals such as deer, kites, buzzards and hares and have enjoyed themselves being dragons and other 

interesting mythical creatures! I am an extremely proud Grandad and the children worked very hard and deserve to be 

acknowledged for the huge effort they put into the project. And now the footpaths are spotless once again!” 

Why not join the band of litter pickers in Longparish by adopting a road or footpath as a household? 

The Parish Council can provide litter picking sticks, and bags. Tel Christian Dryden 720 398 

 

Derek Phillips Hands Over To New Mowers 

Derek Phillips has been running Derek’s Garden Machinery 

since 1993. As many of you will know, over the last 28 

years Derek has helped service and maintain much of the 

Hill & Valley's garden machinery including several of the 

local cricket clubs.  With his lovely, relaxed persona, there 

is very little that Derek does not know about when it comes 

to service and maintenance needs.  He has developed an 

ear for diagnosing faults speedily and is quick to respond 

and repair. 

After leaving school Derek joined the original 'Lynn's 

Lawnmowers' at the rear of Lynn's shop at the bottom of 

Andover High Street. There he was trained to service and 

repair all types of garden machinery.  He then moved to 

Canada for 6 months where he worked with large 

chainsaws used by the loggers. In 1993 Derek set up 

Derek’s Garden Machinery which has been trading 

successfully ever since... Now, after almost 30 years of 

running Derek’s Garden Machinery, he feels it is time for 

the next chapter of the business to unfold and has now 

partnered up with Longparish residents Philip Cotton and 

Jimmy Hibbert in setting up Test Valley Garden Machinery 

Ltd.  Philip and Jimmy are keen to preserve Derek’s 

reputation and continue to service all of Derek’s valuable 

customers which he has built up over the years. They are 

confident they can grow the business through particular 

attention to efficiency, professionalism, reliability and 

friendliness – something Derek hopes will continue his 

legacy. They are offering all local customers a free pick up 

or drop off their machines and will never knowingly be 

undercut!  Please visit www.tvgm.uk for more details or call 

them on 0800 107 3263. 

Derek plans to spend his retirement working on his hobby 

building and tinkering with model steam engines at home 

but stresses he will always be on-hand to help or give 

advice on your mower when needed. We wish Derek all the 

best in his retirement.  

    

    Jimmy Hibbert, Derek Phillips and Philip Cotton 

 

http://www.tvgm.uk/
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A MID WINTER WALK 
By Chris Bowman 

 
One misty morning the dog and I set off down the back path, 
first spying Goldfinches on Chris's feeders. At the bottom of 
the path the House Sparrows were very quiet so I turned left 
at the shop, spied a Woodpigeon and a Collared Dove 
sitting on the wires.  A Great Spotted Woodpecker flew over 
- I’ve not seen many of them this winter. On we go: only a 
few Jackdaws are in with the sheep and a Robin singing in 
the hedge. We stop at Richard's to see what’s on his feeders: 
only Goldfinches and a Blue Tit.  
 
In the hedge is a Long-Tailed Tit looking for food. In the field 
are a few Redwings and a Magpie flies over calling loudly. 
We turn right into the Cleeves; it’s nice to see all the 
snowdrops all out in flower. There’s a pair of Mallards on the 
stream besides me. I can hear a Song Thrush singing at the 
top of an ash tree - it takes me a while to find it. I turn right at 
the crossroads where a couple of Blackbirds fly out of the 
ivy, the berries are a very important food source for the 
winter. At District Villas a Sparrow Hawk is high up circling 
around looking for a meal. We stop at Vale farm - another 
Magpie up the track so we carry on. At the lake it’s nice to 
see what’s on it now the vegetation has died down - just a 
pair of Swans and a Little Grebe.  
 
I can hear a Nuthatch calling while it’s climbing up the tree 
trunk. Carrying on, a Grey Heron is sitting on the riverbank; 
they will soon be nesting. We turn right over the wooden 
bridge and on to the fishing Canada Geese, Herring Gull, 
Black-Headed Gull, Moorhen, Coot and a Carrion Crow. 
We turn right onto the bridge it’s very quiet so on we go – at 
the little paddock a pair of Pheasants and a Great Tit are in 
the tree above me. I can see a Raven at the top of a pine 
tree honking loudly. At the pony paddock there are a few 
Jackdaws, Rooks and a Pied Wagtail.  

 
We turn left at the shop 
up the back path where a 
Coal Tit is on Arthur's 
feeders and a Dunnock 
is on the path in front of 
me as I get home. I hope 
you enjoyed our walk; we 
saw 34 different birds. 
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TREASURE ! 

 
There were 238 wishes in the font at the Ash Burn Rest when I cleaned it recently.  If they 
came true then it is no wonder that Longparadise is such a good place to live.  The value of 
the coins came to £10.97 which has gone to the Andover foodbank.   

The Ash Burn Rest is a piece of Victorian street furniture that has been a part of Longparish’s 
village history for 152 years. It was first built and set in place by a notable Longparish character 
of 19th century, the Rev. Henry Burnaby Greene. The Reverend Greene married Amelia 
Woodcock, great aunt to John Woodcock. He built a new Rectory by the church in 1823, and 
was also responsible for improving the church during his remarkable 63 years’ incumbency.  

The Ashburn Rest is a substantial double seated oak structure, sitting astride a small well or 
font fed by a spring.  At one time, the Ashburn Rest included a tin cup on a chain, to allow 
pedestrians to slake their thirst before moving on.    

I asked various people about the cup, thinking it might be possible to track it down.  They had all heard the story but could not remember 
the cup.  Eventually I consulted Mary Snow who is 100 years old.  She said she could remember her father telling her about the cup when 
she was a child.  But she never saw it as it had gone missing years previously.  Clearly it has been absent for some time! 

Jeremy Barber  

 

LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB  

In anticipation of a full cricket season, Longparish Cricket 

Club is already preparing the ground to meet our ongoing 

high standards and finalising the fixture list. New practice 

net facilities are due to be available from May 2021. 

The Club’s aim is to interact and service the local 

community, providing an inclusive opportunity for sport and 

recreation, within a safe environment. We are always happy 

to welcome new players, both junior and senior, with no 

prior experience needed at junior level. 

Longparish CC runs junior teams at U11, U13 and U15 age 

groups, who compete in the local junior cricket leagues. We 

organise weekly junior coaching sessions for Year 4 (age 8 or 

9) upwards with fully qualified ECB coaches. Progression of 

juniors into the senior teams is actively encouraged and 

effectively managed. 

The Club will continue to run three senior teams playing 

league cricket on Saturdays, as well as a midweek 20:20 

team and a Sunday Friendly team, with the aim to give as 

many playing members as possible the opportunity to play 

matches. 

Please contact the Junior Coordinator, Justin Jackman, 

(jackmanjustin@aol.com) for further details of membership 

at junior and senior levels. 

 

Mark Benzing, Chairman and Treasurer 

mailto:jackmanjustin@aol.com

