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LONGPARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Time is flying past so quickly, I cannot 
believe I have already reached the end of 
my 8th week as headteacher here at 
Longparish Church of England Primary 

School.  The weeks have been action packed and I am relishing 
the buzz of activity around the school as the children engage in 
some truly wonderful learning.  The relaxing of some of the 
restrictions has made a tangible difference to the children – both 
in school and out – and it is a joy to hear about the activities they 
are now able to enjoy once again. 
 
Last week, our Year 5 and 6 children (Chaffinch class) went on a 3 
night residential to a PGL centre in Liddington.  There were other 
schools there but they were all kept in ‘bubbles’ and, when I 
visited on Thursday, I was extremely impressed by the excellent 
organisation put in place to keep everyone safe.  The children 
had a wonderful time taking part in a brilliant selection of 
activities including canoeing, abseiling, the big swing, building 
land buggies and problem solving.  A super way to build 
confidence and to embed our core values of love, excellence and 
friendship.  The PGL staff reported to me how wonderful our 
children are. I felt so proud of them. 
 
This week we have been learning about wellbeing.  Our children 
have all planted sunflowers and are decorating ceramic pots to 
plant them in with words and pictures to describe what we need 
to flourish.  ‘Andover Mind’ led a worship on Tuesday sharing 
stories with the children that encouraged them to think how we 
can help other children to feel happy by saying or doing kind 
things. 
 
We have all been enjoying getting outside in the sunny weather, 
long may it continue!   
Sending love and prayers to you all, 
 
Nicky White 
Headteacher at Longparish Church of England Primary School 
 

 

 
 
Longparish Little School 
 
Our new nature area has been 
developing well to ensure the 
children have lots of great play and 
learning opportunities. Babs, our 
Forest School leader, helped the 

children make a den using sticks. It has been well used and the 
children have been acting out stories using it as a house for 
the 3 Little Pigs. In Forest School we made a big bug house to 
go in our nature area by cutting wood using the bow saw and 
drilling holes in it. We hope lots of bugs will move in soon. We 
have also had our new planters arrive so will be busy over the 
next few weeks planting the fruit, vegetables and sunflowers 
that we have grown.  
 
All our “pets” have now gone out into the big wide world. Our 
caterpillars turned into butterflies and we released them into 
our garden. The tit chicks all successfully fledged and our 
tadpoles turned into froglets.   
 
With all the sunny weather we have had lately we have had fun 
exploring paint in our garden, using our hands and feet. It was 
a great sensory experience and we found we could mix the 
paint together to create new colours.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to see some photos of all the exciting things 
we do at Little School you can go to our website 
www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk or our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/longparishplaygroup  
We are currently taking for bookings for September 2022, if 
you would like to come and have a look around please email me 
at claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk /phone 01264 7205455.    

 

FoLS 100 Club Winners   
 
1st Ellie Hatto 
2nd Adam and Emma Brett 
3rd Mary Jo Darrah 
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Longparish Community Association – working to make life better 

🎭	Watermill Theatre in Longparish  🎭 
Save the Date 

26th August will see an outdoor production of the Hound of the 
Baskervilles on the football field. Tickets and further information 

will be available soon. 
See the LCA FB page and www.longparish.org.uk or contact  
Maggie Barber on 720459. 
 
 
LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second Sunday 
of the Month handicap race 
We welcomed new runners, Hannah and Max Wiseman, Ben 
Green and Blaithin O'Dea to the 165th edition of the L2SOTM.  To 
say it was warm would be something of an understatement but, 
despite the heat, our first seven finishers all broke their handicaps.  
Excellent running!  

First home and our 
Most Improved Lady, 
was Claire Collier who 
is working towards a 
half marathon; her first 
for nine years.  Most 
Improved Man was 
Graeme Johnson 
(pictured) with a best-
ever time.  Hannah 
Ross also recorded a 
personal best and 

Dave Henery notched up his 100th race.  Well done all! 

Thanks very much to Maggie Barber, Andy Smith, Nick and Sarah 
Collier, Juliet and Simon Wiseman and David Gould for helping 
and the Cricket Club for the lovely venue. 

If Covid relaxations go according to plan we'll be back on Sunday 
11 July.  You will be very welcome if you'd like to run or help out.   

Runners must enter in advance and numbers are limited.  There 
will be Covid rules to ensure the safety of runners and volunteers.  
We issue a monthly email invitation a few days before each race 
and very occasional other emails. Please follow this link 
https://tinyurl.com/yygolzdb to be added to our Mail Chimp list. 
Some email systems may treat your first email as spam so please 
look out for it and add us to your trusted list.  There's more 
information on the village website 
http://archive.longparish.org.uk/l2sotm/ or please feel free to give 
me a ring.                                   Jeremy Barber tel 01264 720459 

 

 
Smooth Movers     
 
There are now some spaces in Smooth Movers!   
 
Improve your balance, co-ordination and suppleness with 
low impact aerobic exercise, stretching and toning to music. 
Classes are led by Lauren Mildenberger, a fully qualified 
and experienced fitness and dance instructor.  New 
members would be very welcome. Wear comfortable 
clothing and non-slip shoes. 
£5 a session, free parking, fully compliant with current 
Covid regulations. 
9.30-10.30 on Thursday mornings at Lauren’s studio at 
Andover Down 
Contact Sarah Harris ( sarahaharris33@gmail.com / 07789 
472820)  

 
FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB                                                                  

 
SUMMER DATES 

16th July, 20th August 
12.00 – 2.00pm 

Longparish Village Hall 
 

A simple lunch of soup and cake £3 
 

Booking is essential as numbers will be limited.  
Masks needed for transport and entering the hall. 

 

On the day please do not attend if you have any 
symptoms that could be Covid 19 

 

For booking and/or transport call : 
Andrea Harris 720 457 or Christian Dryden 720 398 

 

Contact details will be kept for 21 days and if the situation 
changes the Lunch Club maybe cancelled at short notice. 

 

 🌼					GARDENING         🌼 

 
LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 
 
SUNDAY  4TH  JULY  1 – 5.30 pm                                                   
LOWER MILL,  LONGPARISH,  SP11 6PS  will be open for the 
NGS and the Gardening Club will be helping with teas. 
  
TUESDAY,  27TH  JULY 
CHANGE OF GARDEN -  We have had to postpone our visit  to 
Preston House, Preston Candover but will now be visiting 
THE  MASTER’S  GARDEN  AT  THE  HOSPITAL  OF  ST.  CROSS,  
WINCHESTER SO23 9SD 
 
Any queries please to : 
Rosie Lowry  720325 rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 
or Marion Bell  720205 
 

 
          LITTER FREE LONGPARISH 

 
Longparish Friday Litter pick Friday 23rd July and 13th 
August – meet behind Village Hall 9.15 am.  
 
Why not join the band of regular litter pickers in Longparish by 
adopting a road or footpath.   The Parish Council can provide 
litter picking sticks, hoops and bags.    

Tel Christian Dryden 720 398 

 

!  
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LONGPARISH WILDLIFE 

BY CHRIS BOWMAN 
 

WATER VOLE 
 

I thought I would do something different this month. 
Famously known as ‘Ratty’ in Kenneth Grahame's classic 
children’s book The Wind in the Willows, the Water Vole is 
the largest of the vole family, sometimes mistaken for the 
brown rat, water rat or water dog. 
 
They are under serious threat from habitat loss and 
predation from mink, otters, pike, hawks and herons, 
however, I have seen three this year all in different 
locations, which is a good sign.   Mostly found by water, but 
not always, they are the same colour as the brown rat but 
they have a blunt nose, small ears and a furry tail. Water 
voles like to sit and eat in the same place so piles of nibbled 
grass and reed stems which are all cut at 45 degrees 
accumulate.  

 
They start breeding 
in the spring having 
three or four litters a 
year, up to five 
young are born 
hairless and blind 
and are 
independent in 
three weeks. They 

eat a wide range of food from grass and hedges to apples, 
which they love. There is a big programme going on at the 
moment where captive breed voles’ young are released 
back into the wild in different locations.    
 
Well, summer is here at last; it's been a funny year for the 
birds which usually nest in April but because of the heavy 
rain which washed the caterpillars out of the oak trees, 
which they rely on for feeding their young, so many nests 
failed. I finally saw a cuckoo in June just in time because by 
the time you read this most of the adults will have left on 
their way back to Africa. 
 

 

 

 
- ITEMS NEEDED TO SELL -  

📀 BOOK/CD/DVD STALL 📚  
If you have any books, CDs and DVDs to donate to Longparish 
fete please phone Jenny Jolliffe on 07471 942 496 or 01264 

720207 to arrange collection. 
 

I am happy to collect items from anywhere within the Bourne 
Valley any time before the fete date of 11 September 2021 

 
 

 🍯 PRODUCE STALL    🥕 
If you are making jams or chutneys, or can spare any home-grown 
produce, please bring them along and donate them to the stall on 

the day.  Thank you, Syliva Crook 
 

🎪    Longparish Fete   🎪 

   
Saturday 11th September 2021 

12 noon to 4pm at Longparish Cricket Field 
 

By kind permission of Richard Wills, Middleton 
Estate and Longparish Cricket Club 

 
Great attractions including:- 

🦅  K & H Falconry Display 

Andover Town Band. 🥁 

🤡   Children’s Entertainer (Juggling Jake is back) 

Story-telling in the Teepee 📚 

🐩   Village Dog Show 

Fire Engine (Hampshire Fire & Rescue)   🚒 
 

GRAND DRAW FIRST PRIZE – Jonathan Palmer has 
kindly offered a trip in his helicopter again! 

 
Plus all the usual great stalls:- 

 
BBQ* - Teas* – Cakes* – Beer & Wine tent*  – 

Pimms and Gin tent*  – Ice-creams* - Bottle Stall* 
 Coconut Shy* - Children’s Corner* - Pony Rides* - 

Pet’s Corner* – Raffle* -  
 - Books* - Bric-a-Brac* - Fresh Produce* - Face 

Painting* - Children’s Toys* - QuickDraw* 
St. Nicholas Church tent* - LCA Tent* - Water ’n 

Wine* - Bottle Stall* - *..............and much more!! 
 

If you ran a stall in 2019, please can you step up 
again this year – let me know 

Please contact John Young (720233) 
 
 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO HELP IF YOU CAN – YOUR 
VILLAGE NEEDS YOU! 

🎤Longparish Village Choir presents an 
evening of joyful and uplifting music to celebrate our 
community’s spirit and resilience during the pandemic. 
The programme crosses genres from classical to pop to 
just plain silly! 
  
Friday 24 and Saturday 25 September at 7.30pm 
St Nicholas’ Church, Longparish.  Tickets are FREE but 
please obtain them in advance so that we can control a 
possibly reduced audience size. 
  
Performances are dependent on COVID-19 guidance at 
the time. 
  
Free refreshments will be served in the interval – we will 
be grateful for donations to the Choir’s chosen charities. 
  
For tickets please email Cathy Yelf: 
Cathyyelf200@gmail.com or call 01264 720790. 
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Longparish Parish Council 

 

Report from Meeting Held on 14 June  
 

June marked the return of face-to-face meetings for the Parish Council – 
the first since March 2020. 
 

Planning 
The Parish Council had no objection to: 

• Alterations to the car park, construction of a concrete base for 
new LPG tank, and erection of screen fencing at The Plough 
Inn, Longparish 

• Repair and renovation of existing garage/outbuilding (part 
retrospective) at 2 Lower Mill Villas, Longparish 

 

The Parish council objected to: 
• Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a single storey 

side extension at Meadowsweet, Longparish 
 

Open Spaces & Footpaths 
The football pitch continues to be used regularly, with two clubs holding 
matches, and a national semi-final scheduled to take place in Longparish 
over the weekend of 19/20 June.  There have been a couple of footpath 
issues, and these are being addressed. 
 

Playground 
The ping pong table has been ordered, and the playground working party 
is currently exploring suitable surfacing for underneath the table. The 
Parish Council is very grateful for a grant of £1000 from Vitacress 
towards the cost of this new facility.  ROSPA carried out their annual 
inspection of the playground in May, which highlighted a few minor 
issues. 
 

Longparish Cricket Club 
The Parish Council approved a grant request of £250 for the Cricket Club 
towards the restoration of a hardwood bench. 
 

Chris Hewitt, Middleton Estate 
The Parish Council wishes Chris Hewitt a very happy retirement.  Chris 
has been a great support to the Parish Council over the years. 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
Face-to-face meetings at the Village Hall have now recommenced, 
adhering to Covid regulations set out by the Village Hall Committee.  
Capacity of the hall is therefore reduced, and we would ask that anyone 
wishing to attend a PC meeting should contact the clerk 
clerk@longparish.org.uk prior to the meeting, so that we can carefully 
monitor numbers.   
 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 12 
July. Parish Council Meetings are public, and parishioners are also 
welcome to speak on specific agenda items by prior arrangement with the 
Chairman - Christian Dryden (Tel 720398, or email 
christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk) 
Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or archived 
Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 

  ��
Your Parish Council needs you! 

 

As well as ten Councillors and the Clerk, Longparish PC has a 
number of important Working Parties chaired by a councillor and 
made up of council and non-council members.  We also rely on 
volunteers for other important jobs for the village.  Can you help? 
 

Open Spaces and Footpaths Working Party - Chaired by James 
Hillier, this is probably our busiest Working Party and could really do 
with some more volunteers . As well as organising and running the two 
Village Clean-Up days each year, Open Spaces oversees the football 
pitch, playground, cemetery, village hall car park, bus shelters, any issues 
with trees and hedges, vegetation management of the footpaths, gates, 
and fences.  We are looking for keen gardeners (if you are handy with a 
brush-cutter or a hedge trimmer), DIYers (to re-attach a gate, loose 
shingle on the bus shelter or mend a finger-post),  liaise with TVBC to 
book pitch marking or grass-cutting, organise a skip, pest-controller, take 
tools to be fixed, or just to book lunch at the pub on Clean-Up Day!   

 
Communications Working Party - As well as liaising with the Hill & 
Valley team, the Communications Working Party, co-chaired by Kim 
Lampard and Natasha Rouse, will be looking at other ways that the 
Parish Council delivers information and notices to the parish, manages 
the correspondence and information received from residents and other 
outside bodies, and how it handles complaints.  The website needs 
a complete overhaul to make it more user-friendly, and easier to find 
information, as part of which we will look at overall branding, and this is 
something that the Working Party is just starting to explore.  We are 
looking for people with marketing or customer service skills that might 
be able to help; someone with a knowledge of website functionality, or 
social media skills, would be useful additions to this team. 
 
Parish Lengthsman Scheme - Ex-PC Chairman, Christopher Duxbury, 
has managed the Parish Lengthsman Scheme for many years, and is 
happy to continue to do so.  The Lengthsman is really an extension of the 
Highways function; clearing gulleys and grips mainly to prevent 
flooding.  Longparish is part of a cluster of parishes, led by St Mary 
Bourne PC, and the Lengthsman works for all the parishes in the cluster.  
Christopher schedules work for the Lengthsman and is responsible for 
submitting the schedule to SMB.  There is no vacancy for this role 
currently, but if this is something that you would be interested in taking 
on in the future, please let us know. 
 
Parish Online - The Parish Council subscribes to a website portal called 
Parish Online, and our aim is to use this online tool to record the 
Lengthsman schedule of works, and use the mapping function to plot 
village assets, location of bins, footpaths, open spaces that we are 
responsible for, common land etc.  It would be handy to have someone 
who would be interested in learning how to use this tool to help us. 
 
Speed Indicator Device - We jointly purchased a Speed Indicator 
Device with Barton Stacey PC a few years ago, but this has been out of 
action in the village for a while, as we have lost our volunteers who 
helped us to erect and move the device between the various poles in the 
village.  We are looking for a minimum of two volunteers to help us by 
putting up the device, charging the battery, and collecting and reviewing 
the data it records.  The device spends three months in Longparish, then 
three months in Barton Stacey, and back again. 
 
Village Design Statement -  
http://www.longparish.org.uk/images/vds/2003-LongparishVDS.pdf 
Longparish has a Village Design Statement which was last reviewed in 
2003.  This important document aims to describe the village as it is 
today and how we would like it to develop. This can then be used to 
guide planning and development.  It has been adopted by Test Valley 
Borough Council as supplementary planning guidance so TVBC take it 
into account when considering planning and listed building applications.  
This is a document that the Parish Council refer to frequently when 
considering planning applications in the village, and needs to be 
reviewed to ensure that it remains fit for purpose.  We are looking for 
volunteers with an interest in planning to join us in reviewing this 
important document. 

Health & Safety and Risk Assessments - Can you write a risk 
assessment?  Various activities carried out by the PC require risk 
assessments.  It would be great to have someone we could call upon 
who could help us to construct one, as and when required.  Can you 
help? 

Zero Waste Heroes - Another of Christian’s ambitions is to set up a 
group focused on reducing waste in Longparish and looking at recycling 
opportunities with a view to becoming as zero-waste and carbon-neutral 
as possible.  If you have an interest in recycling and all things 
environmental and would be interested in helping us to achieve this aim, 
we would love to hear from you. 
 

If you are interested in joining any of the groups above, or helping with 
any of the functions listed, please do get in touch!  We would love to 
hear from you!  Longparish remains a lovely place to live because of 
volunteers, and there’s always room for more! 
Contact the Clerk for more info: 
Sally Lawman, Parish Clerk 
Tel: 01264 738716 Email: clerk@longparish.org.uk  



Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving  Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott    July/August 2021 

5 

 

 
Jonathan and Marney Frere hosted leaving 
drinks at the Cricketers on 13th June 

 

They are moving to 
Bristol and will be missed 
by all their friends. 
Jonathan bought 
Meadow Lawn House 
(next to the Cricketers) in 
1994. He served on the 
Parish Council for 10 
years and was Chairman 
for 4 years. Best wishes 
to them for their new life 
in Bristol. 

 

 

 
KEEP TEST VALLEY BEAUTIFUL – ASH PILE 
UPDATE 
 
A number of villagers have complained about dust 
covering their cars and one said "If that dust is in the air, 
what is going into our lungs" 
 

If people are prepared to brush 
the substance into 
containers we should get 
enough to get it analysed to find 
out where it is coming from. As it 
stands it has not been 
established that  the 
"enviropark" is to blame. 
I am happy to receive the 
containers and progress it. 

 
Hampshire County Council planning department will still 
accept objections directly by email 
to planning@hants.gov.uk or by letter to Strategic 
Planning, Hampshire County Council, The Castle, 
Winchester, SO23 8UD for the attention of Philip 
Mallard. Quote application 21/00812/CMAN.  You must 
include your full name and address including postcode 
and, if you object, you must say so. Each member of the 
household can complain separately. 

Update: The Parish Council has been informed by 
Raymond Brown that they had a problem last Friday 
caused by an inexperienced operator not following 
procedure.  This is the KTVB response: 
 
KTVB says this is the latest of a number of incidents. It 
firmly establishes that the company is simply not able 
over the long term to meet their commitment not to allow 
this potentially toxic material to escape from the site 
compromising the chalk streams, our water supply and 
our health. Blaming the 'inexperienced operator' simply 
indicates a failure in management for allowing that 
person to be moving the material in the first place. Was 
he/she the only person on the site?  Allowing a 14 fold 
increase in the amount of material to be dumped at the 
"Enviropark" will simply exacerbate the problem.  
 
People with reason to complain about the dust should 
report incidents to the Environment Department. This is 
important because if villagers fail to object the 
department has nothing to investigate.  The incident line 
is 0800 807060  or email  enquiries@environment-
agency.gov.uk    

Henry Yelf 

                   

LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB  
 
The recent spell of summer weather has seen LCC 
members of all ages making full use of the new net 
facilities and playing matches.  The ground has 
seen activity every day of the week.  
 
Unfortunately, the extension of Covid restrictions 
has meant that our planned net opening event can 
no longer happen in July, which is immensely 
disappointing. We are hopeful though that the Club 
will be able to announce an exciting new 
sponsorship deal shortly.    
 
For all updates on events see the LCC website: 
https://longparishcc.secure-club.com 
 

 
BARTON STACEY WI  

 
We have been meeting regularly throughout the 
restrictions, albeit by Zoom; although not everyone’s 
first choice, it is the best we can do.  However, plans 
are in place for a stunning programme of speakers, just 
as soon as we are allowed back in the Village 
Hall.  These range from running a Smallholding to the 
Curious Life of Agatha Christie. We will also hear 
about the adventures of Jacqui who has toured twenty 
countries by motor bike. Our August meeting will be a 
visit to the local distillery and then we will enjoy some 
creativity leading up to Christmas followed by a visit 
by the Sewing Soldier and Quilting with a local Quilter. 
 
It’s all there and we are hoping we will very soon be 
back in the hall. Please keep in touch as we are looking 
forward to opening the doors to anyone who might 
wish to join us. Our meetings are on the last Thursday 
of the month at 7.30pm, you will be so welcome. 

Contact us at:  bartonstaceysec@hampshirewi.org.uk  
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THEN… 
 

1721 – THE PLOUGH OPENS FOR THE FIRST TIME 
Since the first pint was poured in 
1721, when George I was on the 
throne, The Plough Inn has been 
the hub of the Longparish 
community.  Over that time, as 
dozens of landlords came and 
went, the pub has been extended, 

remodelled and even rebuilt. 
Some proprietors, such as a Mr Mortimer were custodian 
of the Plough for many years. He died while still in 
charge in 1808.  Others like Henry Schroder, ex chief 
steward of the Orient Line, tried to liven the place up 
with “sing songs” but was gone within a year following a 
brush with the police for allowing drunkenness on the 
premises.  The Plough was a venue for village events 
including auctions, wedding breakfasts and end of 
season shooting feasts.  The Fishing Gazette promoted 
the Plough’s “excellent accommodation and cuisine” In 
1833 The Plough closed its micro-brewery and in 1804 
the pub was hired by the Commissioners to administer 
the notorious “Inclosures” Act.  Within living memory, 
the pub became a surgery for the visiting doctor.  As you 
know, Doctors orders say there’s nothing like a pint, or 
a gin and tonic, to lift the spirits!   
 
1889 – A TALE OF WANDERING DUCKS AND A ‘DUCKING’  
A dispute more than 130 years ago ended in court after 
the landlord of the Plough, William Jones, threw his 
neighbour into the Test. John Andrews, a carpenter and 
wheelwright who lived two doors along from the pub got 
the ducking in July 1889.  Andrews told Andover 
magistrates that Jones accused him of injuring his 
ducks and then thew him into the river. PC Gay arrived 
to find the 61-year-old-victim wet through and with a 
cut arm.  Jones’ lawyer, Mr Far, claimed the incident 
was much exaggerated.  The magistrates disagreed and 
fined Jones 20 shillings with 15 shillings costs for an 
‘outrageous’ assault. 
Jones was not long to be landlord of the Plough. 
According to the 1891 census it was then run by George 
Budd and his family who also operated as a butcher; his 
wife Florence serving behind the bar…   
 
1900 - LONGPARISH: A VILLAGE MUTINY 
You may believe that Victorian Longparish was a village 
bathed in rural peace with hard working peasants’ 
content with their lot. However, in November 1900 The 
Salisbury and Wilton Times reported claims of frequent 
drunkenness and “disrespect” towards the police. 

Magistrate, Colonel Harmer, 
declared that Longparish appeared 
in a “state of mutiny against 
authority”.  Four constables had 
been stationed here since the ‘pro-
Boer riots’ earlier in the year. 

Landlord Henry James Schroder admitted permitting 
drunkenness and singing in the Plough and was fined 
£2 with 10s costs. Several other Longparish men were 
charged for being drunk in charge of a horse and cart 
and breaching county by-laws by “hooting and booing”.  
Pro-Boer riots were not uncommon in the UK as 
controversy raged over the justification of the second 
Boer war.  The Longparish riots took place soon after a 
local man, Private Alfred Lock of Park View Villas, 
yards from the Plough, fought at the relief of Ladysmith 
which the Boers held under siege for 118 days. His name 
is on the Longparish War memorial…. 

 
 
 

AND NOW… 
 

2021 – THE PLOUGH RE-OPENS ITS DOORS 
300 years after first opening, The 
Plough welcomes the public again 
this summer.  Following a huge 
community fundraising effort, with 
support from the Parish Council, it 
has undergone an extensive 
renovation driven by an army of 
skilled tradesmen and volunteers.   

 

The pub is currently hiding behind its scaffolding, but when that 
comes down, The Plough Inn will emerge, butterfly-like, with 
newly-painted windows and doors, repaired chimneys, a new sign 
and looking splendid and ready for what we hope will be an 
August opening.   Inside, the building work has been completed 
and signed off and the task of creating an attractive, inviting and 
functional interior is beginning, 
 

The flat upstairs has been refurbished and fitted with a new 
kitchen ready for our new manager and his family to move in. 
(The search for a chef is now underway and menus are already 
being discussed with much enthusiasm). Downstairs the all-
important pub bar is being polished and installed. The beautiful 
mahogany bar was rescued and transported from a pub in Kent 
that was closed and sold for development. It looks most at home 
in its new surroundings.  
 

Once the building work is complete, the pub will be prepared for 
its beautiful interior design scheme: furniture is being bought, 
gathered, repaired and recovered in readiness. 
 

Andy Jolliffe is the Plough committee chairman: “We have come 
so far since that first meeting in the village hall, back in June 
2018, where we dared to consider the possibility of buying our 
threatened village pub. It’s been a long and often exhausting 
journey. But we are on track to open The Plough in August. We 
want to be ready to offer excellent pub food, craft beers, local 
spirits and a really warm welcome. But in the meantime, we still 
have so much to do – it’s the final push - and we need as many 
volunteers as possible to help us reach the point where we can 
finally, after all this time, open our doors to welcome locals and 
those from farther afield again. I can’t tell you how much I’m 
looking forward to that day.”  
 

Many thanks to all the volunteers 
who have already come in to help 
with the building, the painting, 
the garden, the cleaning. And 
thanks too to all those people 
who have been helping to collect 
furniture and building materials 
from around the country. Your 
help is very much appreciated. 

The next few weeks are going to be even busier and now, more 
than ever, we’ll need lots of helping hands.  Please do come and 
join us. You can find out more about what’s going on and what 
tasks still need to be done by visiting ploughinn.org , email 
volunteer@lcpl.org.uk or call 720069 and leave a message. 
Someone will get back to you.   
 

We really look forward to seeing you – either in July, with a 
broom in your hands or in August, holding a refreshing pint 
of beer (G&T or wine) and maybe a ‘sing-song’…   

THE PLOUGH INN  1721 – 2021 

🍻 
 


