
Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving  Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott    March 2022

1 

LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL  
Parish Clerk: Sally Lawman 

clerk@longparish.org.uk or telephone 01264 738716 

REPORT FROM PC MEETING ON 14 

FEBRUARY 

Draft Minutes of this meeting are available on the 

website here: http://www.longparish.org.uk/parish-

council/pc-minutes/parish-council-minutes/1827-draft-

pc-minutes-14-february-2022.html

Planning 

The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to: 

· Construction of a barn and removal of storage 

containers at Watercress Beds, Longparish

Council Vacancy

A vacancy exists for anyone interested in becoming a 

Parish Councillor.  For further information, please 

contact the Clerk or the Chairman. 

The Plough Inn – Report from Plough Inn Working 

Party 

A decision to finance roof repairs for The Plough Inn 

via grant funding has been adjourned to the next 

meeting to enable the Working Party to meet and 

formulate their recommendations. 

Dog Mess 

The Parish Council has received a number of 

complaints about dog mess on footpaths, and at the 

football field.  It is unacceptable to leave dog mess in 

public areas, particularly where it could come into 

contact with children, and dog owners are reminded to 

act responsibly and pick up after their dogs, and either 

take waste home or use one of the designated bins. 

B3048 stream bank repairs 

During the week beginning 7 February, contractors 

from Hampshire Highways dredged the stream, using 

the spoils to build up the bank alongside the road, and 

had placed reflective posts along the length of the 

bank.  A number of residents contacted the Council to 

express disappointment in the results of this work, in 

particular the appearance and number of the reflective 

posts.  As the PC had not been notified beforehand that 

work had been scheduled, it was not possible to let 

residents know that the work would be taking place 

and the reasons for it.  After contacting HCC, it was 

ascertained that Highways decided to carry out these 

works following a meeting at the site in March 2021.  

The PC has been exploring repairs to the stream bank 

for a number of years, anticipating that any repairs 

would be similar to those carried out in St Mary 

Bourne.  Highways had advised that they may be able 

to make some repairs, but not before 2023.  The  

majority of the reflective posts are no longer in situ, 

having been knocked down or removed.  The PC has 

been advised that Highways contractors will return 

shortly to replace the posts.  The Clerk has placed an 

article on the website containing a message from 

Hampshire Highways explaining the reasons for the 

work, and confirming that further repairs are to be 

considered through HCC’s Operation Resilience 

scheme. 

Parish Council Meetings 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 

7.30pm on Monday 14 March.  

Parish Council Meetings are public, and parishioners 

are also welcome to speak on specific agenda items by 

prior arrangement with the Chairman, or on any matter 

as part of the Period for Public Speaking. 

Chairman: Mrs Christian Dryden - Tel 720398, or 

email christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk

Clerk: Miss Sally Lawman - Tel 738716, or email 

clerk@longparish.org.uk

Minutes of all previous meetings are available on the 

current or archived Longparish website 

http://www.longparish.org.uk/parish-council/pc-

minutes.html

Over the past 6 months, as 
part of my Duke of Edinburgh 
award, I have been litter 
picking in Longparish. Whilst 
the pollution in our village is 
not severe, I still feel like 
there is still a lot we can do to 
help make it greener. I am 
looking forward to helping 
with the Greening Longparish 
campaign and can’t wait to 

see what a difference our small changes can make!  

We hope to see you at the village hall for our 
information evening on the 23rd of March. You can 
contact: green@longparish.org.ukfor more details.  

Elysia Blocksidge  



Hill & Valley   Parish Magazine serving  Hurstbourne Priors, Longparish , St Mary Bourne & Woodcott    March 2022

2 

-Longparish- 

Matt and the team would like to thank you all for your 

fantastic continued support. Our Late Winter menu is 

going down well, and we will soon have our Spring menu. 

We usually have a specials board available in addition, and 

you can’t get enough of our proper homemade pies and 

Scallops Mornay! Have you tried our Ultimate sharing 

platter yet? They are very popular.  

We have a few things coming up –

  

All 6 Nations rugby matches are shown on our big screen. 

- 

Saturday, 5
th

 March Big Breakfast 9.30am – 11am 

Wednesday 9
th

 March is Quiz Night - teams of up to 6 

Mothering Sunday 27
th

 March, why not book a table and 

treat your Mum!? 

Open;  

11.30am – 3pm and 6pm – 11pm Monday – Thursday 

11.30am – 11pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday- 

Food served 12pm – 2.30pm, and 6pm – 8.30pm every day. 

Takeaway food, every evening 6pm – 8.30pm. 

THE PLOUGH 

On 3
rd

February over 70 volunteers celebrated the first 

anniversary of buying The Plough.  Guests included 

our borough councillor and advisers from the Plunkett 

Foundation, the charity which supports community 

shops and pubs. 

On display was a before and after presentation. 

Chairman, Andy Jolliffe thanked everyone for the 

huge effort which has transformed The Plough.  He 

also explained that there is still a lot to do to improve 

the electricity supply, upgrade the car park and 

outdoor spaces and refurbish the ground floor store 

rooms.  Guests were interested to see plans for the 

outdoor work. 

Jeremy Barber 

Longparish Little School 

We have been very busy at Little 

School this term. In our Forest 

School sessions we have been 

exploring different stories like 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, the Gruffalo and We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt. The children have been whittling sticks, using a 

bow saw and hammers. During the winter months it is also a 

great time to explore the mud and to do lots of digging, 

jumping in puddles and painting with mud paint. The children 

continue to love the rope swing and relaxing in the hammocks.

In our Friday sports sessions the children have been practicing 

moving in lots of different ways, throwing and catching, 

balancing and lots of team games. On Monday afternoons we do 

some music, dance and parachute games. If there is anyone in 

the village who plays an instrument or has an interest in dance 

or music please do let us know. We recently celebrated the 

Dominican Republic Independence day as this is a special day 

for one of our families. The children made masks, shakers and 

flags at a carnival where we danced to the Merengue music. 

We would also like to say a big thank you to Richard Williams 

who very kindly supported Little School so we were able to get 

some number car parking spaces installed in our outside area. 

We were also able to purchase 

some new ride on toys for the 

children to drive around 

supporting their physical skills 

as well as their imagination.  

If you would like to see some 

photos of all the exciting things we do at Little School you can 

go to our website www.longparishlittleschool.org.ukFacebook  

Claire Nash

Friends of Longparish School 

· Planning is underway for our May Fayre on Saturday 

21
st

 May. Can you help by donating items for our Bottle 

Tombola? Always one of the most popular stalls, we are 

looking for donations of wine, beer, sprits or soft drinks. 

Bottles can be left at school reception, Acre Stores, The 

Cricketers, The Plough, Preston Cottage or St Nicholas 

House in Longparish. We are also happy to collect 

donations – please contact us to arrange. 

· The winners of our February 100+ Club draw are: 1st P 

Billingham, 2nd S Bryant, 3rd J Branfoot. 

· SPECIAL OFFER! Join the 100+ Club for the remaining six 

monthly draws of our academic year for a reduced price 

of just £6 (April-September draws). You could win up to 

£20 each month. Contact us for more information and 

an application form or apply online at bit.ly/3rBg8vY 

· To keep up to date with FOLS news, follow us on 

Facebook at fb.me/FriendsofLongparishSchool   

Jo Allam, Chair (contact chairfols@gmail.com or 07982 073674)
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…a lifeline

Has the job of clearing the home of a deceased friend or 

family member fallen to you? It can be an overwhelming 

undertaking to place furniture and other household 

belongings that may be able to help someone.  

Recently I have been in that position. Many people have 

heard of The British Heart Foundation, Emmaus and 

various free cycle sites.  I came across a Hampshire-wide 

charity that has been running for over 20 years, SCRATCH. 

(Southampton City And Region Action To Combat 

Hardship). The whole enterprise is efficiently run by an 

amazing team, some paid, others volunteers.  

The booking for the clearance was straight forward. The 

guys that came, on the allotted day and at the time they said 

they would, were both cheerful and strong. It made a 

difficult task much easier especially as I was sure the items 

were going to people with a genuine need. Take a look at 

their projects and ways in which they help the community 

www.scratchcharity.co.uk

If items can be recycled rather than go to landfill it's a win 

win situation.    Gloria Goodliffe

  

 

Thank you to all those who came along to the Bingo before 

Christmas. We had so much fun and raised £64 for The 

Andover Food Bank. I do hope you can make it to the next 

Bingo night in March. 

 

Laura Harding 

�     GARDENING         �
 

LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB 

 

TUESDAY,  22
nd

  MARCH, 7 pm

Longparish Village Hall, SP11 6PB

Speaker MARINA  CHRISTOPHER on

“PROPAGATION INCLUDING CUTTINGS, 

COLLECTING SEED AND SUCCESS WITH SOWING”

Any enquiries please to: 

Rosie Lowry 

01264720325  rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com 

Or Marion Bell 01264720205 
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Longparish Community Association 

cordially invite you to the: 
New Villager Welcome Evening 

and AGM 
 

All Welcome!  Come along and find out what 
goes on in Longparish and be part of it! 

 
Wednesday 30th March 2022 at 7:30pm 

@ Longparish Village Hall 
Drinks and nibbles provided 

 
The LCA is looking for new recruits!  Please 

come along and speak to any of the LCA 
Committee Members or contact: 

lca@longparish.org.uk  for more details 
Thank you 

LCA - L2SOTM - The Longparish Second 
Sunday of the Month handicap race 

The weather forecast was for torrential rain but luckily no-
one had told the weather and the rain held off until after the 
finish. 

First home was Max Wisemen who became our Most 
Improved Man.  His grandfather, Jeffrey, will be very proud 
of him.  We welcomed new runner Mat Johnson.  As often 
happens with new runners, Mat significantly underestimated 
his ability, finishing in second place over 2 minutes faster 
than his prediction.  Mr Handicap will sort that out next time. 

Blaithin O'Dea was Most Improved Woman and Freddie 
Brown was our Rising Star. 

Blaithin, Dave Henery, who was 3rd and Max

Thanks very much to Maggie Barber, Andy Smith, Juliet 
and Simon Wiseman and David Gould for helping and to 
the Cricket Club for the lovely venue.   Covid permitting, our 
next event is on Sunday 13th March at 10am.  New runners 
are always welcome.  You don't have to be fast.  Please do 
give me a call or drop me an email if you'd like to join us. 

Jeremy Barber  
01264 720459 mrjeremybarber@gmail.com  

Zero to Hero in 8 weeks 
Our couch-to-5K plan is designed for non-runners who want to 
become runners. 

Never run a step?  Or was it so long ago you can barely 
remember?  Perhaps you've tried running before but not managed
to keep it up.  Either way, you've come to the right place.  It 
doesn't matter whether you want to run for fun, for health, for 
personal challenge or for competition, the rules are the same - we 
start easy and progress slowly.  This is the best way to introduce 
your body to running because it allows time for your fitness level to 
respond and adapt.   

Our walk-run programme lasts eight weeks. It starts with bouts of 
running for just 60 seconds and will have you running for half an 
hour non-stop by the end. All you need is a watch or phone for 
timing yourself and a pair of running shoes or trainers.  If you can't 
manage 30 minutes by the end, you have not failed.  We are all 
different.  Some people will be ready sooner than eight weeks, 
others will need a little longer. 

There are three sessions a week at times to suit you and they start 
with just half an hour including 8 minutes running.   So come and 
join us.  We'll start after the clocks go forward at the end of March 
so we can take advantage of light evenings if that suits us. 

Are you interested, whether as a learner or a helper?  If  so please 
email couch2run@longparish.org.uk or phone Jeremy Barber on 
720459.  

                

Friday Lunch Club 

 
Friday 25th March 12-2pm 

Longparish Village Hall 

  Come and enjoy a light lunch of soup and roll, 

followed by cake, tea/coffee for just £3. 

 

This will be followed by a short talk from Mr Rasmus 

Amstrup (our latest Danish resident!), about his 

posting to Greenland. Enjoy hearing about the 

Greenlandic traditions, the wonderful scenery as well 

as hearing about the interesting food that he 

consumed!! 

 

Lunch Club is open to all Longparish residents but we 

do ask that you book in advance please to allow us to 

gauge numbers for catering. 

 

To book a place and/or request a lift call Andrea 

Harris 720457 or Christian Dryden 720398. 

 

April 22nd    - Easter related 

May 27th   - Platinum Jubilee  
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LONGPARISH WILDLIFE 

By Chris Bowman 

THE OTTER 

Twenty five years ago the otter was on the brink of 
extinction, after half a century of agricultural chemicals 
leaching into rivers and polluting the food chain. 
Following the ban of these chemicals in early 1990s 
water quality increased so the fish population 
increased.  You are more likely to see an otter today 
than any time in the last fifty years. Following the ban 
on hunting them in 1978 you can now see them in
every British county. 

Otters are a member of the stoat family. They have a 
long body and a long tail, thick dense brown fur and 
big, webbed feet. They are adapted to life on land and 
water.  

There are a few otters in the village, not seen very 
often as they are mostly active at night. Otters live in 
burrows in a bank or under a tree root called a holt. 
Otters can breed all year round but mostly in the 
spring. They have 2-3 young called pups or kittens,
who stay with their mother for about a year or until she 
has another litter. 

Otters are experts at catching fish which is their main 
food besides frogs and birds. Many fishing lakes have 
put an electric fence around their lakes to deter them. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Sunday 3rd April 2022 

St Nicholas, Longparish 

The Annual Parochial Church meeting of St 
Nicholas will take place on Sunday 3rd April at 
11.15am after the morning service in St Nicholas 
Church. 

Even if you are not a regular church goer, but are 
interested in our village church, you are most 
welcome to attend. 

Jane Young PCC Secretary 

Calling all Pratchett fans… 

Clowns, assassins, werewolves and trolls – 

something for everyone at WADS this month 

Whitchurch Amateur 

Dramatic Society's 

next play features no 

fewer than four 

Longparish Mummers 

and two Longparish 

school governors.  

Terry Pratchett's  

Men At Arms has 

something for 

everyone – including 

werewolves, 

assassins, trolls and 

clowns and even 

gargoyles.

Men At Arms, adapted for the stage by Stephen Briggs 

from Terry Pratchett’s books, runs from 31 March to 2 

April. It’s set in the city of Ankh-Morpork, with its very 

diverse population – so diverse, in fact, that there are 

a lot of non-humans on stage, including in the Night 

Watch, who are the men at arms referred to in the 

title.

A string of seemingly random murders need to be 

investigated by the newly “inclusive” members of the 

city’s Night Watch – Captain Vimes (never advanced 

further because he was "Brung Low by a Woman"), 

Sgt Colon (rotund perhaps because he “always has a 

lot on his plate”)(Richard Williams) and Nobby Nobbs 

(Mr Steel-toecaps-in-the-groin, I-was-just-checking-

the-doorhandle-and-it-opened-all-by-itself) are now 

joined by Cuddy the dwarf, Detritus the troll (James 

Hillier), and Angua (whisper it) a wer…. 

Oh, and the hero, Carrot Ironfoundersson (Andy 

Smith) is a six foot dwarf with a strong Welsh accent. 

Tickets are £10 (£7 for concessions) and the show 

begins at 7:30pm each night.   

www.ticketsource.co.uk/wadsweb , 

facebook.com/WADSweb or call 01256 892514. 

PS Thank you for supporting the Mummers.  The 

donations came to £320 shared between Mityana and 

the Andover Foodbank. 

Jeremy Barber 
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LONGPARISH CRICKET CLUB

Longparish Cricket Club are excited to be 

extending their junior section by 

introducing All Stars cricket. We will now be 

offering organised cricket at the club for 

children from age 5 through to age 15.

All Stars Cricket provides boys and girls from 

5-8 years old with 8 weeks of non-stop fun.  

The activity and game-based programme is 

suitable for all skill levels, providing your 

child with the foundations to begin a 

lifelong love of physical activity and cricket, 

while making friends in a safe and enjoyable 

environment.

The sessions will be between 5pm and 6 pm 

on Monday evenings starting on Monday 9 

May 2022 through to Monday 4 July 2022. 

Parental involvement is actively 

encouraged, and refreshments will be 

available during the event. Enrolment is via 

a central online portal, 

https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars

where further details can be found.

Please spread the word, as this is fun for all 

the family.

Mark Benzing
Chairman,
Longparish Cricket Club

Veronica Daniells 1940 - 2022 

Veronica was the daughter of Rosemary and John 
Jenkins. She was born in 1940 in India where her 
father was stationed with the Indian Police. Younger 
sister to Hilary and older sister to Noel, the family lived 
in West Bengal until 1944 at which point, worried the 
second world war might spill over into India, their 
parents made what must have been a heart-rending 
decision to stay in India while their daughters were put 
on a boat to England. On arrival back in England, all 
three sisters moved to Wales where they lived with 
their Aunt Margaret. Veronica saw her mother and 
father very rarely until they returned from India for 
good in 1954. After school, Veronica attended a 
secretarial course in London, but a much bigger world 
beckoned. The curiosity that was such a driving force 
of her life took hold and she decided to embark on a 
travelling adventure with her younger sister, 
Noel. They set sail for Canada, making their way to 
Montreal where Veronica found work first as an au 
pair and then at a bank. One day, while leaving a 
parking lot in Vancouver, Veronica reversed into a car 
that someone had foolishly parked behind hers. 
Luckily for her daughters, that “someone” would turn 
out to be her future husband, Michael. Michael always 
said it was love at first sight and eventually they 
travelled on together, setting sail for warmer climes, 
spending time in Jamaica before heading home to 
England. They married in September of ‘63 and made 
their first, happy home in Frimley Green where their 
daughter Caroline was born in 1966. They moved to 
Andover Down in 1970 – where, two years later, 
Veronica proceeded to paint the entire house while 
heavily pregnant with her second daughter Victoria. 
Victoria didn’t seem to mind and joined the family in 
the summer 1972. 

Veronica loved living in Andover Down and felt lucky 
to find some lifelong loyal friends and neighbours 
there. Going on local walks and exploring the local 
area was something which she loved -and spending 
time picnicking by and swimming in the River Test 
here in Longparish was something the whole family 
enjoyed.  

Veronica volunteered for the local Save the Children 
charity shop in Andover.  A world class maker of 
marmalade AND an enthusiastic baker, her husband, 
her daughters and occasionally when no-one was 
looking, the family dog, were the lucky recipients of a 
steady stream of cakes.  In 1987, Veronica returned to 
the workplace as a full-time secretary at Lloyds TSB. 
When her beloved husband passed away in 2003, 
Veronica dealt with her grief in a typically stoic manner 
embarking on a new chapter in her life. working in 
Andover for Lionel Hitchen as a Senior Customer 
Service Administrator. After retiring in 2011, Veronica 
joined several rambling and walking groups.  


