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PART 1 – PRESENTATION SUMMARY 
 

Background: 

 
• Hamps hire County C ouncil (HCC) has a statutor y obligation to i dentify land for mi nerals extraction [i n this context  

minerals means sand and gravel]; targets ar e set  by c entr al government and enforced if they are not  met. T he new 
plan under consideration will cover the 10 year period to 2020. 

• The Parish Council became aware of the latest c onsultation 

document on 1 Nov 07, followi ng notific ation by HCC and an 
invitation to participate in the consultation process Oct/D ec 07 
because a 90 acre site at  Cutty Brow, north and s outh (the larger 
area) of the Middl eway is listed as a preferred site in the current  
draft of the plan. The ar eas c onc erned are shown on the encl osed 
map. 

• In replying to HCC, the Parish Council noted that the Cutty Brow site 

was r ejected for inclusion in the 1994/95 review of the Minerals 
Plan, principall y on l andscape and ecological grounds  and s aid that 
it strongly believed that the proposed extraction should not take 
place i n this r ound for the s ame reasons . 

• Neverthel ess, the C ouncil recognises that circums tances have 
changed and it  is necess ary to ens ure that  the effect  on the village 
is mitigated, as  far as possible,  should the propos al be acc epted.   It 

was this bac kground wor k during the c onsultation period that led to 
this Pres entation. 

• The final draft of the plan will be s ubmitted to central government  in 

Oct 08 and publicly examined by an Inspector in Spring 09, whose 
report will be binding. A Planning Application process will follow 
once the Inspector’s report is published. 

 
Proposal  

 
• Tarmac,  the mineral operator,  propose to extrac t 1 million tonnes  of sand and gravel over the 10 years from 2009/10. 

The site is not large in mineral terms; extracti on would be carried out  at the rate of  100,000 tonnes per year. The two 
smaller ar eas north of  the Middl eway would be wor ked first.   

• Initial operations would invol ve the removal of  soil to provi de screen banks between the Middleway and the 

extraction area, to screen vi ews  to the south and prevent noise dust transmission. A noise assessment would form 
part of the planning applicati on. 

• Restoration and infill woul d be carried out pr ogressivel y behind extrac tion,  using inert materials onl y;  and the land 

returned to agriculture.  As the proposed volume of infill is less than the volume of  extraction, the final ground levels 
would be slightl y reduced in plac es, mostl y i n the South. 

• Tarmac s urvey reports s ay there are no habitats  or species of interest  in the sites; additional tree planting will have 

some nature conser vati on benefits ; the area is not  a s ensiti ve aquifer;  and a detailed archaeological ass essment 
would be undertaken as part of the planning applicati on. 

• All site traf fic will enter and leave the site vi a the existing access  onto the junction of the B3048 and the A303. 
Vehicles will travel to/ from the acc ess point by means  of  existing and new tracks. A worst cas e average of 30 
vehicles would move on/off site per day. Site traffic will not  use the Middl eway, other than at one or two ‘of ficial 

crossing points’. 
• Wor king hours: Maxi mum 0700-1300 M onday to Friday and 0700 to 1300 on Saturday.  There will be no working on 

Satur day afternoons, Sundays, Bank holidays or at night. 

 

Mitigation: 
 

• The ongoing consultation proc ess will provide the opportunity for further repres entation as the plan is progressed.  

• If included in the final plan, the proposal would be the subject of a pl anning application; and any planni ng permission 

would incl ude lots of c onditions , which would be regulated. 
• Only inert i nfill will be us ed. 

• Extraction to be compl eted within the ten year period. 
• Tarmac to provide point of c ontact with Parish Council for duration of operation. 

• Site traffic will not use the Middleway or pass through the village (point for planni ng application). 
• HCC has been requested to r eview the c umulati ve effects of additional traffic on the A303 and plans for res urfacing 

to reduce nois e; also to look at the suitability of the j unction slip r oads .  
• The Middl eway is us ed extensi vel y by wal kers; some alternati ve arrangements are needed in res pec t of  both the 

Middleway and Cutty Brow footpaths. 


