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    LONGPARISH PLAYGROUP

Registered Charity No. 1001065

Dear Parents 

Dates for your diary:

This is a very busy term. Please make a note for the following dates in your diary or on your calendar.

· 10th May 
FOLS May Fayre- School field 12-3pm.
· 16th May
Fund raising – Balloon release.
· 23rd May
CLOSURE DAY.
· 26th May
Half term (1 week)

· 12th June
Group photos. 

· 26th June 
Dressing up day- Come as your favourite story book character.
· 17th July
Trip to Cholderton farm- children leaving for school this year.
· 22nd July
Graduation- children leaving for school this year.
· 23rd July
Teddy bears picnic 12 noon- all children and carers.
Last day of term NO PM SESSION.
 Balloon release: This will be a fund raising event to raise money for playgroup. You can purchase a helium filled balloon for £1, any when during the week ending 16th May. On that day at 12 noon we will release all the balloons. If you can make the release that would be great, if not we will release your balloon for you. Each balloon will have a tag with your child’s name on and the playgroup contact number and e mail. The balloon that has travelled the furthest by the 23rd July, will receive a prize at the picnic. We will be following the progress of the balloons on a map at playgroup. 
Information about the events occurring after half term will be in the news letter after that holiday.
Parking:
Playgroup and school staff are becoming increasingly worried about the safety of the children at the start and end of sessions. Some parents and carers are still parking on the turning circle, on the paved area, staff parking areas and now out on the road. This is very dangerous as there are a great numbers of children leaving the site with cars being abandoned and other cars having to reverse and avoid cars left on the road.
There is only limited parking on the school site, so please use the alternative parking at the plough or village hall. It is only a short walk and would benefit the safety of the children a great deal to have less cars on the site. 

End of sessions:
Just a reminder of when our sessions end:

Am session 12 noon, lunch 12.45 and PM session 3.15.

We do have a number of children still with us after these times. If we have another session and parents do not pick their child up on time, we have too many children for the amount of staff we have. At the end of the day staff do have other commitments and do need to leave on time. Please do be prompt at collecting your child, remember you may not be able to park on the school site. If on the rare occasion you may be running late, please ring us and let us know- 720455
What we are up to this half term:
We are investigating “the garden” and looking at water, planting, growing and mini beasts.

We would really love to see any photos of your child in their garden, either gardening or playing. This will help to promote discussions at group times.

Parent helpers.
Thank you to those of you that came and helped out last term. There is a list of dates in the entrance hall, if you would like to help out this term. If you have any ideas of things you would like to do with the children, please let us know.
Bird box camera:
We are very lucky to have blue tits nesting in our box again this year. The children have enjoyed watching them build the nest and have even made one of their own. There are a few technical problems with broadcasting the live pictures online, but we are hoping to rectify these soon. To view the pictures at home with your child go to our web site www.longparish.org.uk/playgroup and click on the link at the bottom of the home page.

Can you help?  
We are hoping to set up a comic box in our quiet area, so the children have a different form of literacy media to look at. If you have any old comics that you would otherwise throw away, we would be very interested in having them. 

We are also looking at setting up a “boys box” (girls can use too) The boys at playgroup really enjoy superheroes and we are looking at ways of extending their role play games into other areas. So if you have any unused action figures, puzzles, games, stationary etc.. of things that may interest them eg Spiderman, Transformers, Cars or Buzz Lightyear, we would love to have them. 
September 08
If you have filled in the form requesting sessions for September then all the sessions so far requested have been allocated to your child. Some forms did not come back therefore if you still need extra or different sessions from those your child has now, then please do return it as soon as possible. 
Yours sincerely,

Claire, Pauline, Di, Kristy and Penny 
